December - Mid January 2003

Political News
Official disclosures on campaign spending presented to the Chief Election Commission contradict reports that Rolandas Paksas's presidential victory over Valdas Adamkus was caused by much higher spending. According to those reports, Paksas collected 3.29 million litas and spent all but 120 litas, while Adamkus collected just 1.86 million litas and spent 3.07 million litas. The 1.2 million-litas debt is to be covered by the Valdas Adamkus Foundation. Paksas's main campaign main supporter backer was the Avia Baltika helicopter-repair company, which donated 1.2 million litas. Adamkus’ campaign received almost 850,000 litas from ethnic Lithuanians living in the United States. Paksas broadcasted many more television commercials than Adamkus, and his media expenditures were 700,000 litas higher than those of Adamkus. According to the Paksas’ team, the relatively low campaign expenditures for radio, television and press advertising were determined by successful planning and administration. These facts caused suspicions that there were some ‘hidden’ money of Russian origin, and big political discussion. Conservative party even thought about creating of Seimas commission for disclosing real founders of Paksas election campaign.
In his inauguration speech Paksas underlined that the current priorities of foreign policy remain unchanged: integration into NATO and the EU, along with good relations with neighboring countries. 

But he thinks there will be some modifications if foreign policy. "Special emphasis will be put on developing regional cooperation with some regions in Russia, especially the northwestern part and other remote regions," Paksas said. He predicted greater cooperation with Ukraine, where in addition to bilateral economic cooperation, he will encourage "establishing contacts between NGOs and governmental organizations, including the parliaments and governmental and presidential institutions."

Paksas asserted, "Lithuania is ready to help Belarus in seeking closer contacts with the EU, but the Belarusian government has to follow the recommendations of international institutions, thus ensuring implementation of democratic and legal processes in the country." He also said he will seek new markets for Lithuanian products and investment opportunities in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

President Paksas signed decree on appointing Algirdas Brazauskas as a prime minister. The only one minister whom Paksas asked to change is Konstantinas Dobrovolskis, Minister of Health. It was expected that he may change more ministers. Paksas met with heads of Agricultural and Transportation ministries and demanded for rotation of officials in these ministries, but no particular names were mentioned. Both of ministers will not be changed. 

After a meeting with Foreign Minister Valionis, Archbishop of Vilnius Cardinal Audrys Juozas Backis told reporters that his church will urge people to vote in favour of membership in the European Union. Backis said it is still unclear how the Catholic Church will express its opinion on the matter, but the most likely method might be a public statement issued by the Council of Bishops.

The Defense Ministry announced that military transport plane with a seven-member crew flew to Naples to join the NATO peacekeeping operations in Bosnia and Kosov. This is the 12th group of Lithuanian Air Force aviators to be assigned to the SFOR and KFOR operations on a six-week rotation. 

The leaders of the center-right Liberal Union, the Center Union, and the Modern Christian Democratic Party signed an agreement in Vilnius on 14 January to merge their parties. The agreement calls for those parties to cooperate on local councils, form a single faction in Seimas and participate together in elections to Seimas and the European Parliament in 2004. The founding congress of the new party is scheduled to take place on 31 May. Prior to the signing, the parties held meetings at which the merger was presented and approved by substantial majorities. 

They have decided that the new party's leader should come from the Liberal Union, but it is unclear whether he will be current Liberal Union Chairman Eugenijus Gentvilas or Vilnius Mayor Arturas Zuokas. Also Adamkus is expected to take active part in the new party.

This new coalition agreed to propose joint candidates in any by-elections this year. Elections will be held in single-mandate districts in Vilnius to replace President Rolandas Paksas and two of his advisers, Dalia Kutraite-Giedraitiene and Alvydas Medalinskas. Other deputies may also give up their parliamentary seats to take up posts on local government councils or in the president's office. 

The foreign ministers of the so-called Vilnius 10 group issued a joint statement on 5 February, to support USA position in enforcing Iraq disarmament. The Vilnius 10, comprising Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia, was established in 2000 by states seeking NATO membership. The ambassadors of Latvia, Romania and Slovakia presented the statement to the U.S. State Department in Washington. It affirmed that Powell presented convincing evidence to the United Nations Security Council detailing Iraq's weapons of mass destruction programs and its active efforts to deceive UN inspectors. 

This action caused quite irritated reaction of Germany and especially France, which said that potential members to EU missed good opportunity not to express such opinion that contradicts France position how Iraq problem should be resolved.

Lithuania has granted the U.S. permission to use Lithuania's airspace and airports and could also contribute doctors and other specialists for humanitarian activities in Iraq.

Lithuania has decided to halt the transit through its territory of Russian military personnel travelling between Kaliningrad Region and the rest of Russia as of 1 February. As of that date, Lithuania stopped recognizing military identification cards and birth certificates as legitimate travel documents. The Russian Foreign Ministry said that the new policy violates the agreement reached by Moscow and Vilnius concerning Russian access to Kaliningrad. However, the Lithuanian Bureau for European Integration responded that the agreement contains a complete list of acceptable travel documents and that list does not include military identification cards or birth certificates. 

After talks with Russian presidential envoy for Kaliningrad Dmitrii Rogozin, Prime Minister Algirdas Brazauskas told reporters that Lithuania has agreed to a Russian request not to stamp the internal passports of Russians entering the country to travel to Kaliningrad Region. Instead, a separate document will be placed in Russian passports on entering Lithuania and surrendered on departure. Lithuania also agreed not to demand identification documents from children travelling in groups with official confirmation of travel lists accompanied by adults with proper identification documents. Brazauskas said no final decision has been made on Rogozin's request that military identification cards be recognized as a valid travel document. Identification cards were not mentioned in the EU-Russian agreement on Kaliningrad transit, and Lithuania will allow their use only if the EU confirms the move will not hinder its efforts to join the Schengen zone.

EU Commissioner for Enlargement Guenter Verheugen told parliament Chairman Arturas Paulauskas and Foreign Minister Antanas Valionis in Brussels that he supports Lithuania's position on the issue of Russian transit to the exclave of Kaliningrad. He said EU regulations on simplified travel documents for Kaliningrad, which have already been agreed with Russia, will probably be adopted by April. Verheugen expressed the hope that turnout for the EU membership referendum in Lithuania on 11 May will be high and indicated his willingness to meet personally and explain EU principles to different groups within Lithuanian society. 

The Kaliningrad Region legislature passed an advisory resolution asking the Russian State Duma to postpone consideration of the border treaty between Russia and Lithuania. Deputies argued that the treaty does not take into account the needs of Kaliningrad residents after Lithuania's almost-certain accession to the European Union. The resolution states that the region legislature will submit its recommended modifications to the treaty to the Duma by 5 April. Deputies rejected a harsher resolution sponsored by the Communists and the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia that would have called upon the Duma to reject the treaty. The lack of a treaty could delay Lithuania's entry into the EU.

The press service of the Kaliningrad region railway service announced that the number of rail passengers to Kaliningrad in January 2003 was 438,000, or 18 percent less than in the same period last year. The main reason for the decline was attributed to the introduction of a new passport-and-visa regime by Lithuania.

A delegation, led by Foreign Ministry State Secretary Evaldas Ignatavicius, held political consultations in Beijing from 27 January to 2 February. Deputy Foreign Minister Liu Guchang, who visited Lithuania last April, headed the Chinese delegation. The talks focused on political, economic, and political cooperation and promotion of bilateral partnership as well as topical issues of international politics and relations with neighbouring countries. 

Representatives of the Japanese advertising company Full Sophia visited Vilnius to study Lithuanian-Japanese tourism prospects. The company executives said that the Baltic region as a tourist destination has been attracting interest in Japan recently. Among Japan tourists popularity of remote and little-known countries is increasing. Areas that are said to interest Japanese tourists include changes that Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia had undergone after regaining independence, nature, historical heritage and people’s lifestyle.

Economy

The Statistics Department announced on 28 January that the country's gross domestic product increased by 5.4 percent in the fourth quarter of 2002 and by 5.9 percent for the whole year. The GDP for the year totalled 50.7 billion litas, or 14,626 litas per capita.

This data allowed Lithuanian Economy Minister Petras Cesna to state that the country's economy has completely recovered after earlier crises. Over the past two years, the national economy has grown by nearly 12 percent, the minister said. 

Lithuania's 2002 current account deficit reached 2.24 billion litas, accounting for 4.4 percent of the GDP, based on preliminary data. This was the smallest cur rent account deficit among the Baltic states. Last year's final-quarter current account deficit amounted to 851.5 million litas, accounting for 6.4 percent of the GDP. 

Lithuania also attracted the largest amount of foreign direct investments in 2002 among the Baltic states, at LTL 2.4 billion.

Preliminary data released by the Statistics Department indicated that in 2002 the country's imports were worth 28.2 billion litas and exports 20.3 billion litas, resulting in a trade deficit of 7.9 billion litas. Compared to 2001 imports grew by 11 percent and exports by 10.6 percent.

Retail trade turnover in Lithuania last year was 12.4 percent higher than in 2001. Similar growth is anticipated this year. The total turnover of retail trade companies in Lithuania last year came to 15.64 billion litas.

Consumer price index in January remained unchanged compared to December and was 2 percent lower than in January 2002. In January, the cost of goods declined by 0.2 percent, but cost of services increased by 4.9 percent. Price of food and nonalcoholic beverages declined by 0.3 percent, while transport and communications costs rose by 2 percent and 2.4 percent, respectively.

The Statistics Department announced that the number of foreign visitors to Lithuania in 2002 was slightly less than 4 million or 4.7 percent less than in 2001. The visitors came mostly from the neighbouring countries of Russia (29.3 percent), Latvia (28.7 percent), Belarus (16.2 percent), and Poland (7.6 percent). The number of foreign trips by Lithuanian residents increased by 5.7 percent over the last year to 3.58 million.

The rate of unemployment in Lithuania jumped 1.2 percentage points month-on-month to 12.1 percent in January. The national labour exchange said that the increase in the rate was determined by the seasonal recalculation of the number of jobless people. There were 197,200 officially registered unemployed people at the beginning of the month. 

Bank of Lithuania representatives have said that the country will seek to join the ERM-2 currency exchange mechanism when joining the EU next year. If Lithuania's wish is granted, the country will be able to introduce the euro in 2006. 

Experts discussed an assessment of financial, economic and social effects of Lithuania's integration into the European Union. The assessment shows that Lithuania's gross domestic product in 2002 through 2009 will be 65.9 billion litas higher due to EU integration effects.
Lithuanian company CEOs together with representatives of the European Committee and Finance Ministry have discussed the possible options of distributing the 9 billion litas aid to be received in the first three years of EU membership. Lithuania expects to get 2.7 billion litas from EU structural funds. Considerable amount of this money will be allocated for the development of infrastructure – investments into construction and transport sectors, the energy sector, environmental protection and other similar areas, investments in which will have a positive overall effect on the economy. 

Lithuania hopes to become a full EU member together with nine other candidates on May 1 next year. 

Russian investments in Lithuania's economy in 2002 were the most dynamic as they increased by 350 percent year-on-year. Having basically taken over the country's energy sector, Russian capital is now zeroing in on other sectors.  

The government intends to invite the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) to acquire a 12 to 15 percent stake in Mazeikiai Refinery. The government now has a 40.66 percent share of the company and has to obtain the agreement of the other major shareholder, the Russian oil company Jukos, for the sale. Jukos Vice President Mikhail Brudno said that his company had no objections as long as EBRD signs the shareholder agreement that it signed with the government. Economy Minister Petras Cesna said that it was likely that the EBRD would acquire the stake by the end of the year.

The Environment Ministry issued a press release expressing doubts that the plans of LUKoil to extract oil from the D-6 oil field in the Baltic Sea not far off Lithuania's coast meet ecological requirements. The probability of an accident in the comparatively stormy southeastern area of the Baltic Sea is high, and so is the probability that spilled oil will reach the Lithuanian shore causing irreparable damage to the Kursiu Nerija national park, which is included on the World Heritage List.

Related to this, ambassador to UNESCO Ina Marciulionyte held talks with UNESCO's World Heritage Center Director Francesco Bandarinas on the great dangers to the Curonian Spit from oil pollution.

The World Bank has presented a draft programme to Lithuania, offering analytical and technical support rather than loans and supervision. The new programme, showing a shift in the bank's strategy towards Lithuania, will be heard by the World Bank's board in May this year. 
The international rating agency Fitch announced on 6 February that it was maintaining the long-term foreign-currency rating of Ukio Bankas at B+, but was lowering its outlook rating from stable to negative. The agency expressed concern over the bank's ability to generate sufficient revenues and internal capital, as well as some remaining doubts on whether it had effectively withdrawn from risky overseas investments.

Privatisation 

After talks in Vilnius on 31 January with Aleksandr Ryazanov, the deputy chairman of Gazprom's executive board, Prime Minister Brazauskas told reporters that all outstanding issues except for price have been resolved in the planned sale of a 34 percent stake in Lithuanian Gas. A separate 34 percent stake was sold in June to German energy companies Ruhrgas and E.ON Energie. Gazprom previously offered 80 million litas for the 34 percent stake. However, recently Gazprom announced that it will not offer better price and withdraw from privatisation of Lithuanian Gas. 

Lithuania's agency Limarko has won a public tender for the privatisation of an 80.89-percent stake in Klaipedos Transporto Laivynas. Limarko has 10 years of experience and has been a member of the Multiport international maritime shipping network since 1995. 
The screening commission in the Lithuanian Airlines tender has ruled that the only potential investor, SAS, qualifies to submit a bid. Meanwhile, the State Assets Fund has distanced itself from contradictory reports about potential investors and their intentions to participate in the LAL tender: Some experts say that SAS goal is to reduce number of flights to other cities and direct all air traffic to its hub in Copenhagen. 
The national railway company Lietuvos Gelezinkeliai signed a financial memorandum with the European Commission on to finance a major railway development project in Lithuania. The project will cost 126.5 million euros of which Lietuvos Gelezinkeliai will supply 80.93 million euros and the EC 45.5 million euros in grants under the ISPA program. The project is to be completed by late 2006.

Public opinion pools

A poll of 10,000 Lithuanian citizens over 18 years has showed that 68 percent of respondents would vote for EU membership in a referendum. According to the polling and market research centre Vilmorus, 11.2 percent of citizens do not support EU membership, whereas 20.8 percent are undecided.

Lithuanian companies' future outlook is improving, according to a poll of 52 successful companies surveyed by the Lithuanian Free Market Institute. During the January interviews, the CEOs of the polled companies said they expected faster-than-earlier economic growth and a GDP rise of 5.1 percent. 

According to public opinion pool, politician who best represent represents people remains Rolandas Paksas. To the question ‘Which Lithuanian politician represents people's interest the best’ people answered this way:
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Adamkus lost some popularity, as in opinion pool in January he got 25.9%, while Paksas rating remained unchanged – 27.1%. 

In the list of valuation of politicians, Adamkus still remains on top, with support of 65% questioned people, Paksas has 64.4%, Brazauskas – 57.5%. They are followed by Prunskiene (50.7%), Gentvilas (49.3%), Jursenas (46.4%), Zuokas (42.7%). 

Confidence in Institutions, %

	February 2003


	Trust


	Do not trust



	Mass media
	63.4
	11.5

	Church
	63
	12.9

	Education
	60.9
	8.8

	President
	57.7
	16.6

	Army
	47
	18.8

	Sodra
	44.2
	26.8

	Health Care
	42.8
	30.2

	Police
	36.2
	34.2

	Municipalities
	35.1
	24.9

	Banks
	30.1
	36.4

	Government
	28
	34.5

	Courts
	19.5
	39.2

	Seimas
	11.6
	56.4

	Parties
	5.4
	67.9
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Valuation of political parties, %

	For which party you would vote


	February


	January



	Socialdemocratic party
	18.4
	18.2

	Liberal Democratic  Party
	14
	15.6

	Liberal Union
	8.1
	8.9

	Conservative party
	7.8
	9.7

	New Union
	5.1
	3.6

	Central Union
	5
	4.6

	Cristian Democrats
	4.5
	4.6

	Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy
	3.1
	3.5

	Modern Christian Democrats
	0.9
	0.3

	Russian Union
	0.8
	0.8

	Lithuanian Freedom Union
	0.5
	0.6

	Would not vote, does not know
	29.4
	27.2
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Important Legal Acts

Seimas lowered legal requirements for a valid referendum to the participation of over 50 percent of the electorate. A positive decision on EU membership will require a simple majority of "yes" votes. 
The Coordination Council of the Information Campaign for Entry to the EU decided to recommend to an extraordinary session of Seimas on 24 February that the upcoming EU-accession referendum be downgraded to an "advisory" plebiscite rather than a "mandatory" one. The council is headed by Arturas Paulauskas. Lithuania's chief negotiator with the EU, Petras Austrevicius, said other EU candidates will hold advisory referenda and that there is no need for Lithuania to set higher standards. "An advisory referendum is equally significant and will provide the possibility for each Lithuanian citizen to express his opinion," Austrevicius said. Advisory referendum still require the participation of a majority of eligible voters, but there is no requirement that at least one-third of eligible voters (902,550 voters) must vote in favor to ensure passage. The council also suggested that the voting take place over the course of two days (10 and 11 May) and not one.

Some politicians who are against EU say that these changes are related with uncertainty that people will vote for joining EU, as recent President’s election showed that political parties may have not enough influence, and voters may be not active enough. 

The government approved on 12 February the draft EU Accession Treaty, which still has to be ratified by Seimas. The treaty is scheduled to be signed by 10 EU candidate countries in Athens on 16 April and will enter into force only after it is ratified by the parliaments of all EU member and candidate countries.

Seimas approved by a vote of 78 to 18 with seven abstentions on 28 January the so-called protective laws accompanying the amendment of the constitution's Article 47, which allows the purchase of agricultural land by foreigners. Seimas Ethics and Procedures Committee pointed out that the vote was not sufficient because it was a constitutional law, requiring approval by at least 3/5 of the whole Seimas, or 85 votes. Therefore, a second vote is scheduled for 24 February.

The Central Election Commission on 12 February officially registered a group that is seeking to collect the signatures of more than 300,000 registered voters within three months to force a referendum aimed at substantially changing the parliamentary election system. It would reduce the number of deputies in Seimas from the current 141 to 131 by abolishing the election of 70 deputies via party lists and introducing the direct election of a deputy from each of the 60 regions (counties) and municipalities. The direct election of deputies in 71 single-mandate districts would remain unchanged. The 27-member initiative group, headed by the Seimas wealthiest deputy, industrialist Viktor Uspaskich, also includes Seimas deputies Kazys Bobelis, Julius Veselka, Rolandas Pavilionis and Ramunas Karbauskis. Leaders of the ruling coalition and the opposition have stated their opposition to the proposal, but the Lithuanian Business Employers Confederation, which Uspaskich heads, is expected to support this initiative.

Seimas amended Lithuania's law on local administration in response to a Constitutional Court ruling in December that banned local-council members from having executive powers. The amendments radically change the role of mayors, who will retain their posts as heads of local councils but must transfer their executive powers to the newly created post of directors of administration. Such directors will be responsible for the implementation of laws, other legal acts, and decisions of local councils, as well as for administering city or county budgets. Mayors belonging to the Association of Lithuanian Local Governments strongly criticized the planned amendments and even left the session in protest once it became clear that the amendments would pass. They appealed to President Valdas Adamkus to veto the amendments and are considering launching a referendum drive, which would require 300,000 signatures to force a plebiscite.

Information Technologies

Lithuania to spend 310 mln litas on IT in 2004:

The Lithuanian Information Society Development committee is already planning 2004 budgetary allocations for public IT projects. Under the strategic plan for the development of information society in Lithuania, public IT projects are to be allocated about 310 million litas from the state budget in 2004. 
Lithuania's smallest mobile phone operator Tele2 stated that very soon it be ready to launch fixed-line communication services. Tele2 currently is negotiating with Telekom on network connection rates and commercial renting of a fixed-line network, and already agreed on lower network connection charges, cutting Telekom call rates to Tele2 by 30 percent from February. 

Vilniaus Prekyba Group, which controls the largest groceries chain in the Baltics Minima-Media-Maxima, is planning to enter the fixed-line telephony market in Lithuania. The company hopes to be a network operator for small and medium companies and possibly for large enterprises and individuals. 
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Lithuania's Radio and Television Centre, LRTC, intends to la unch fixed-line telephony services to residents this year. L RTC, the operator of the country's largest TV tower in Vilni us, says it has already received permission from the Communi cations Regulation Service to provide fixed-line services.
The Lithuanian company Mediafon is planning to enter the cellular communications market in about six months. At present, it says it is in discussions with two mobile phone operators on the possibility of using their infrastructure.
Lithuania's Infobalt association will have combined display at the world's major IT exhibition CeBIT on March 12 through 19. The combined display will include the displays of Infobalt, Labbis, Penki Kontinentai, Technogama, Telekonta, Mediaworks, Informacijos Tinklai and IT Visoriai. 
IT wholesaler Acme Kompiuteriu Komponentai has signed an agreement with Canon to become its third official authorized trade partner in Lithuania. Canon representatives believe this cooperation will allow boosting Canon equipment and services sales in Lithuania by 50-70 percent. 
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						Confidence in Institutions

								February 2003				September				May				April

												Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust

						Mass media		63.4		11.5		63		10.4		59.30		12.80		60.60		10.40

						Church		63		12.9		59.6		10.7		59.20		12.70		59.30		12.10

						Education		60.9		8.8		58.2		10.1

						President		57.7		16.6		50.7		21.6		54.90		18.70		53.40		19.50

						Army		47		18.8		44.5		20.4		40.40		29.90		43.50		26.50

						Sodra		44.2		26.8		47.3		24.3		42.80		28.20		47.10		24.70

						Health Care		42.8		30.2		47.3		24.3		42.60		24.10		46.40		19.90

						Police		36.2		34.2		33.7		33.4		31.80		28.30		31.30		27.90

						Municipalities		35.1		24.9		33.3		29.2		31.80		41.40		31.50		36.00

						Banks		30.1		36.4		29		40		31.60		35.20		30.80		36.90

						Government		28		34.5		20.4		41		18.60		46.30		20.50		43.40

						Courts		19.5		39.2		19.6		39.9		16.60		45.00		16.10		44.60

						Seimas		11.6		56.4		8.2		63.7		8.00		62.50		8.50		59.90

						Parties		5.4		67.9		4.7		72.3		5.20		71.20		5.50		73.10																														Positive		Negative

																																														V. Adamkus		68.3		14.2

																																														K. Bobelis		60.1		19.3

						Valuation of Politicians																																								A. Brazauskas		48.7		33.7

								September				August																																				K. Prunskiene		48.6		24.3

								Positive		Negative		Positive																																				C. Jursenas		45.1		26.8

						V. Adamkus		66.2		16.2		66.1																																				E. Gentvilas		44.4		18.3

						A. Brazauskas		52.6		28.4		54.5																																				K. Glaveckas		43.7		18.4

						K. Bobelis		51.2		22.4		56.3																																				R. Paksas		41.0		31.5

						K. Prunskiene		49.0		23.4		48.7																																				L. Linkevicius		38.6		12.2

						R. Paksas		45.8		26.4		49.5																																				A. Paulauskas		35.0		38.7

						C. Jursenas		40.9		27.6		45.8																																				A. Zuokas		31.6		22.0

						K. Glaveckas		38.6		20.3		39.1																																				V. Blinkeviciute		27.8		28.8

						E. Gentvilas		37.8		20.8		42.0																																				V. Andriukaitis		23.2		37.2

						A. Paulauskas		37.4		36.8		43.1																																				D. Grybauskaite		22.6		18.1

						A. Zuokas		32.6		21.5		36.9																																				A. Valionis		21.5		12.6

						L. Linkevicius		31.5		17.0		35.8																																				G. Vagnorius		20.4		45.0

						V. Blinkeviciute		25.1		28.6		29.8																																				V. Sustauskas		19.0		55.5

						D. Grybauskaite		22.9		18.3		29.9																																				V. Lansbergis		16.6		62.9

						V. Andriukaitis		20.9		37.9		25.1

						G. Vagnorius		19.6		44.9		16.3

						A. Valionis		18.9		14.7		18.2

						V. Sustauskas		16.0		60.7		17.4

						V. Lansbergis		13.8		65.6		13.8

						Valuation of political parties

														%

						For which party you would vote		February		January		September		August

						Socialdemocratic party		18.4		18.2		16.7		22.10

						Liberal Democratic  Party		14		15.6		5.1		5.60

						Liberal Union		8.1		8.9		8.6		7.90

						Conservative party		7.8		9.7		7		7.90

						New Union		5.1		3.6		7.4		7.70

						Central Union		5		4.6		2.7		3.70

						Cristian Democrats		4.5		4.6		10		6.10

						Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy		3.1		3.5		3.6		3.30

						Modern Christian Democrats		0.9		0.3		1		0.80

						Russian Union		0.8		0.8		0.3		0.80

						Lithuanian Freedom Union		0.5		0.6		1.5		1.20
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						10/17/02

						Confidence in Institutions

								September				May				April

								Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust

						Mass media		63		10.4		59.30		12.80		60.60		10.40

						Church		59.6		10.7		59.20		12.70		59.30		12.10

						Education		58.2		10.1

						President		50.7		21.6		54.90		18.70		53.40		19.50

						Health Care		47.3		24.3		42.60		24.10		46.40		19.90

						Sodra		47.3		24.3		42.80		28.20		47.10		24.70

						Army		44.5		20.4		40.40		29.90		43.50		26.50

						Police		33.7		33.4		31.80		28.30		31.30		27.90

						Municipalities		33.3		29.2		31.80		41.40		31.50		36.00

						Banks		29		40		31.60		35.20		30.80		36.90

						Government		20.4		41		18.60		46.30		20.50		43.40

						Courts		19.6		39.9		16.60		45.00		16.10		44.60

						Seimas		8.2		63.7		8.00		62.50		8.50		59.90

						Parties		4.7		72.3		5.20		71.20		5.50		73.10																														Positive		Negative

																																														V. Adamkus		68.3		14.2

																																														K. Bobelis		60.1		19.3

						Valuation of Politicians																																								A. Brazauskas		48.7		33.7

								September				August																																				K. Prunskiene		48.6		24.3

								Positive		Negative		Positive																																				C. Jursenas		45.1		26.8

						V. Adamkus		66.2		16.2		66.1																																				E. Gentvilas		44.4		18.3

						A. Brazauskas		52.6		28.4		54.5																																				K. Glaveckas		43.7		18.4

						K. Bobelis		51.2		22.4		56.3																																				R. Paksas		41.0		31.5

						K. Prunskiene		49.0		23.4		48.7																																				L. Linkevicius		38.6		12.2

						R. Paksas		45.8		26.4		49.5																																				A. Paulauskas		35.0		38.7

						C. Jursenas		40.9		27.6		45.8																																				A. Zuokas		31.6		22.0

						K. Glaveckas		38.6		20.3		39.1																																				V. Blinkeviciute		27.8		28.8

						E. Gentvilas		37.8		20.8		42.0																																				V. Andriukaitis		23.2		37.2

						A. Paulauskas		37.4		36.8		43.1																																				D. Grybauskaite		22.6		18.1

						A. Zuokas		32.6		21.5		36.9																																				A. Valionis		21.5		12.6

						L. Linkevicius		31.5		17.0		35.8																																				G. Vagnorius		20.4		45.0

						V. Blinkeviciute		25.1		28.6		29.8																																				V. Sustauskas		19.0		55.5

						D. Grybauskaite		22.9		18.3		29.9																																				V. Lansbergis		16.6		62.9

						V. Andriukaitis		20.9		37.9		25.1

						G. Vagnorius		19.6		44.9		16.3

						A. Valionis		18.9		14.7		18.2

						V. Sustauskas		16.0		60.7		17.4

						V. Lansbergis		13.8		65.6		13.8

						Valuation of political parties
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						For which party you would vote		September		August

						Socialdemocratic party		16.7		22.10
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