July - August 2003

Political News

After information about distribution of land plots among state servicemen was announced, Rolandas Paksas called for "the maximum restoration of social justice" after a meeting with Prosecutor-General, head of Special Investigation Service, State Controller and Interior Ministry Secretary. Paksas gave the officials instruction to make recommendations on improving current laws in order to prevent the illegal acquisition of land by state officials and to punish those who have done so. Initial  information was that more than 700 officials acquired valuable plots of land in 2000 - 2002 using insider information and political connections acquired through their government positions. Later investigation revealed that number of such officials might be as high as three thousand, but it could be very difficult to prove that they acquired land illegally or take this land back, as in many cases laws permitted such actions. Presidential spokesman Rosvaldas Gorbaciovas said Paksas intends to present amendments that would make it easier to dismiss officials who violate the law and to ban them from serving in public office for five years.

Foreign Minister Antanas Valionis told a press conference in Vilnius on 25 July that seven diplomats who were working in Russia and Belarus submitted their resignations after the State Security Department recommended to restrict their access to classified information. Valionis said only that the issue involves information about a state secret and he can not comment reasons, but the media reported that diplomats were been receiving bribes to speed up the granting of visas for various Russian and Belarusian firms. Gediminas Siaudvytis, the director of Consular Services, was the highest-ranking of the seven to resign. He had been nominated to become Lithuania's next ambassador to Turkey.
President Rolandas Paksas signed a decree dismissing the chairmen of three county courts - Arvydas Gudas in Lazdijai, Darius Japertas in Panevezys, and Palmira Linkeviciene in Birzai - accused of interfering in smuggling cases. Paksas had signed a decree permitting the filing of criminal charges against the three judges. According to the Lithuanian Constitution, judges cannot be criminally charged without Seimas agreement, or that of the president if Seimas is not in session. The decision to dismiss the judges was made upon the recommendation of the Council of Courts. Also Vilius Karalius, who is suspected of heading an international cigarette-smuggling group, was arrested on suspicion that he gave bribes to the dismissed judges.

The head of the National EU Fund Distribution Agency, Evaldas Cijauskas, was urged to resign after Special Investigation Service revealed that 200.000 litas of EU funds were given to non-existent poultry, and some 800.000 litas more were to be given in the near future. Although Cijauskas initially has agreed to resign, later he refused to do so saying that in this case he does not see personal fault.
Lithuania's governing coalition partners have rejected farmers demands to allocate additional funding this year. Majority Seimas fractions took quite firm position and announced that they do not support the unfounded demands of farmers.
To facilitate travel between Kaliningrad and the rest of Russia, Lithuania will open a second consulate in the city of Sovetsk. Lithuanian Consul General to Kaliningrad Vytautas Zalys noted that the current policy of allowing Kaliningrad Region residents to enter Lithuania without visas ended on 1 July. He said the consulate in Kaliningrad has already issued almost 15,000 free-transit visas to Kaliningrad residents, with another 400 applications being processed. Not a single visa application has been rejected. The main consulate in Kaliningrad will be capable of dealing with about 500 visa applications every day, while the new consulate in Sovetsk will primarily deal with people living in the eastern part of Kaliningrad Region. .

The Congress of the Union of Lithuanian Political Prisoners and Deportees, held in Kaunas on 12 July, voted to merge with the Homeland Union (Conservatives of Lithuania). The Prisoners Union formally has about 40,000 members, of whom about one-third regularly pay membership fees, while the Homeland Union has 18,000 members. In the last parliamentary elections, the two parties formed a joint ticket that won nine seats, but the only Prisoners Union winner was its chairman, Povilas Jakucionis. Recently Homeland Union Chairman Andrius Kubilius call of the need for right and center forces to unite.

During his visit to Japan, Foreign Ministry State Secretary Evaldas Ignatavicius held talks with the prime minister's office foreign policy adviser Shotaro Yachi, head of the group for inter-parliamentary relations with Lithuania Hirofumi Nakasone, and members of the parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee. He also visited Japan's Foreign Ministry, the Defense Agency, Japan's foreign trade organization, the Japan Industrialists' Confederation, and the Japan Foundation. Ignatavicius discussed changes in bilateral relations which will occur with Lithuania's membership in the EU and NATO as well as the upcoming visits of Japanese parliament deputies to Vilnius in September and of a Lithuanian parliament delegation to Japan in November.

Foreign Ministers of Lithuania, Latvia Estonia and Poland have sent a joint letter to their Italian counterpart Franco Frattini, whose country currently holds the rotating EU Presidency, affirming that the construction of a modern highway and rail system in the Baltic region would significantly improve Europe's infrastructure. The letter specifically cites the importance of the Via Baltica highway and Rail Baltica projects in improving transit efficiency from the Baltic States to Western and Southern Europe via Poland, and calls on the EU to support them. It also stresses the need to integrate the Baltic states into a unified European energy system by merging the energy systems of Lithuania and Poland. 
Members of the Lithuanian Green Movement arranged a demonstration in front of the Russian Embassy in Vilnius to protest plans by Russian oil company LUKoil to begin extracting oil from the D-6 oil field in the Baltic Sea. The D-6 field is located 22 kilometers off the Curonian Spit and 7 kilometers from the Lithuanian-Russian sea border. The spit was placed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2001. Prime Minister Algirdas Brazauskas told reporters that he is sending another letter to his Russian prime minister Mikhail Kasyanov reminding him that a pledge to provide an international experts' report on the safety of extraction from the D-6 field has not been fulfilled. Later ambassador of Russia informed that such information will be provided and suggested Lithuanian minister of environment to meet with his Russian colleague to discuss this question. UNESCO World Heritage Committee decided to send experts to the Curonian Spit to determine the environmental impact of Russian LUKoil's plans. The committee called on Russia not to allow the state-owned company to begin pumping oil until the experts, along with Lithuanian and Russian specialists, prepare a report on its environmental impact. 

Ministers of internal affairs Margus Leivo (Estonia), Maris Gulbis (Latvia), and Virgilijus Bulovas (Lithuania) held the annual working meeting on the Estonian island Saaremaa on 19-20 June. The ministers discussed cooperation related to the work of the police, border guards, the citizenship and migration authorities also the possibility of introducing ID cards as travel documents in the Baltic States. They also talked about a trilateral agreement on information exchange, coordination of the three countries' work within the European Union, institutional reform of the Baltic Council of Ministers, and other issues.
Lithuania's second peacekeeping unit in Iraq will be stationed at Karbala, some 100 kilometers south of Baghdad. The unit, comprised of 50 soldiers, is scheduled to leave for Iraq on August and will serve for six months in the Polish-controlled sector of Iraq together with Polish, Bulgarian, Romanian, Hungarian, Latvian, and Philippine troops. A 45-member unit from the Grand Duke Algirdas Motorized Infantry Battalion has been serving with Danish troops in southern Iraq since early June, and eight Lithuanian military cargo-handling specialists have been working in Kuwait since late April.

A group of 34 soldiers from the Klaipeda-based Duke Butigeidis Dragoons Battalion departed for Denmark on 2 July to prepare for peacekeeping operations in Kosovo. Two more units of the battalion will join the first group later on. After training some 100 troops will serve in the Baltic Squadron mission in Kosovo for six months. Their tasks will include sentry duty at observation and control posts, patrolling, convoying, escorting, and collection of illegal weapons, to help humanitarian organizations and secure the safety of local residents.

Defense Ministry Undersecretary told that the armed forces will purchase 69 cross-country vehicles, eight trailers, and spare parts using financial aid from the U.S. The aid was provided by a $12 million agreement signed by the Defense Ministry and U.S. officials on 30 June, the day before the U.S. suspended military aid to 35 countries, including Lithuania, which had not signed bilateral agreements barring the handing over of members of the U.S. armed forces to the International Criminal Court. 
Economy

The United Nations Development Program issued its annual Human Development Report for 2003 with rankings of 175 countries. The rankings are calculated using data on individual countries' per capita GDP, level of adult literacy, average life expectancy, and quality of education. The Baltic States all posted improved rankings compared to last year: Estonia from 42nd to 41st, Lithuania from 49th to 45th, and Latvia from 53rd to 50th. While the three states were all among the 55 countries listed as having "high human development," their rankings were below those of EU invitees as Cyprus (25th), Slovenia (29th), the Czech Republic (32nd), Malta (33rd), Poland (35th), Hungary (38th), and Slovakia (39th).
In the rankings of the world economic freedom index covering 123 countries, Estonia was rated 16th or significantly better than its previous ranking of 41st. In the index compiled by the Canada-based Fraser Institute and more than 50 other research institutes on data for the year 2001, Hong Kong remained in first place, followed by Singapore, the U.S., New Zealand, and Great Britain. After Estonia, the highest-ranked East European countries were Hungary (35th) and the Czech Republic (39th). Baltic states Latvia and Lithuania were ranked 51st and 69th, respectively.
The international rating agency Standard & Poor's raised Lithuania's foreign currency outlook from stable to positive on end of July. The agency also retained the improvements given in February when it raised the long-term foreign currency credit rating from BBB to BBB+, the short-term rating from A-3 to A-2, and the local currency rating, from BBB+ to A-. The better outlook was primarily due to a low state debt, rising exports, growing competitiveness of the national economy, a better investment climate and controlled level of the current account deficit. The previous day the agency increased the long-term credit rating of the state-owned electricity transmission company Lithuanian Energy from BB+ to BBB-, the short-term rating from B to A-3, and the outlook from stable to positive. 

Finance Minister Dalia Grybauskaite and Michael Graham, head of the European Commission's delegation in Lithuania, signed a financial memorandum granting Lithuania 52 million euros in aid for 2003 under the PHARE program. This will be the final PHARE program for Lithuania, as it is expected to become an EU member next year and receive aid under the EU's Transition Facility program. The funds must be used up by 30 November 2006 and will make the total amount Lithuania has received from the PHARE program since 1993 to 550 million euros. The assistance for 2003 is given for 22 projects in various sectors, especially agriculture. Four projects for the judicial and domestic spheres will receive around 12 million euros, which will finance the implementation of the Schengen Acquis requirements for external-border control, the strengthening of the network of prosecutors' offices, and combating corruption. Some 8.8 million euros will go to projects for economic and social programs such as the opening of 300 locations for public Internet access and the renovation of mineral water resorts in Druskininkai.

Lithuania's current account balance in June was negative at 214.7 million litas, with the increase of 90.4 million litas from May. The central bank says the growing deficit was the result of the country's increased foreign trade gap and lower positive balances of services and current transactions.
Social Security and Welfare Minister Vilija Blinkeviciute told a press conference that the unemployment rate at the beginning of the July was 9.4 percent. This was a drop of 0.6 percentage points from June and 1.5 percentage points from the beginning of the year. She predicted that the unemployment rate will continue to fall in the second half of the year.

The Statistics Department announced that Lithuania's GDP in the first quarter amounted to 12.21 billion litas ($4.1 billion), 9.4 percent higher than during the same period in 2002. There were significant increases in all sectors except mining. The greatest growth was in the sectors of energy (27 percent), construction (18.3 percent), and manufacturing (16.3 percent), with more moderate growth in retail and wholesale operations (8.2 percent), transportation and communications (7.7 percent), and agriculture and forestry (4.2 percent). Corresponding GDP growth in Latvia and Estonia over the same period was 8.8 percent and 5.2 percent, respectively.

Preliminary customs data indicated that in the first five months of the year exports were valued at 8.7 billion litas or 8.5 percent more than in the same period last year while imports rose by 2.1 percent to 11.4 billion litas. The major export partners were: Switzerland (11.4 percent), Russia (11.2 percent), Germany (10.3 percent), and Latvia (9.3 percent) and the major import partners were Russia (22.6 percent), Germany (15.6 percent), Poland (4.8 percent), and France (4.3 percent).

Foreign direct investment in Lithuania went up by 4 percent in the first quarter and by nearly 28 percent over the past year. Most of the investments were made in telecommunications, the petroleum industry, and real estate and brokerage operations. FDIs came to 13.714 billion litas on April 1.

Representatives of Lithuanian Energy, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), and Polskie Sieci Elektroenergetyczne, held talks in Vilnius, at which they decided to establish a new joint venture called the Project Development Company. It will prepare, before the end of the year, a project to link the energy networks of the two countries with a 1,000-megawatt power-transmission line. A consortium led by Britain's IPA Energy Consulting has estimated that the project, which would also modernize power plants in the two countries as well as in Estonia and Latvia, would cost about 434 million euros, of which about 275 million euros would be requested from the EU. Prime ministers Leszek Miller of Poland and Algirdas Brazauskas of Lithuania sent a joint letter to European Commission President Romano Prodi asking for EU assistance for the project.

The government approved on revisions to the agreement with Mazeikiai Oil that will enable the company to save approximately 200 million litas per year. The revisions will take effect the day of their signing, on 8 July. The Russian oil company Yukos agreed to revise the agreement when it purchased the shares of Mazeikiai Oil from the U.S. company Williams International. Economy Minister Petras Cesna said the government agreed to cut the interest rate on the loans it granted to Mazeikiai Oil from 10 percent to 8 percent this year and to 7 percent beginning next March. Yukos agreed to give up the premium of 15 percent of all operating expenses for managing the company. Mazeikiai Oil posted a loss of 114.3 million litas last year, but experts of Vilniaus Bankas forecast that this year Mazeikiai Oil will start operating at profit. Presence of Yukos, the major shareholder of Mazeikiai Oil has considerably increased the interest on the behalf of investors in the company. 

The Bank of Lithuania has analyzed results of inspection at Snoras bank and authorized it to eliminate shortages of grouping doubtful assets. The bank was also asked to make the necessary special provisions by the end of 2003 and reduce bank loans for natural and legal persons from tax havens.

The Canadian-Lithuanian company Grand Casino World has been issued a license to engage in the gambling business in Lithuania. Grand Casino World is planning to start its activity at the beginning of September this year and to open a new casino and leisure centre in the Gediminas avenue. 
The German tailoring and textile group Eurofact is moving part of its tailoring business from Belarus to the Lithuanian town of Visaginas. The Germans say they are mainly attracted by the opening possibilities to use EU structural funds in Lithuania.

The European Commission (EC) has adopted a decision permitting Lithuania's producers to export fresh pork and pork products to EU states. Currently, 13 meat processing plants in Lithuania hold licenses to export their goods to EU countries.
In the first six months of the year a total of 1.68 million foreigners visited Lithuania, 6.7 percent fewer than in the same period last year. Most of the visitors came from neighbouring countries: Russia (29 percent), Latvia (28 percent), Belarus (14 percent), and Poland (9 percent), but they also had the greatest decreases: Belarus by 21.5 percent, Latvia by 12.1 percent, and Russia by 9.8 percent. The number of visitors from the West increased: United Kingdom by 64.7 percent, Spain by 41.1 percent, Netherlands by 31.8 percent, and Poland by 18.8 percent. Some 81 percent of visitors arrived by road, 12 percent by rail, 5 percent by air, and 2 percent by sea.

Privatization 

Deputy Economy Minister Nerijus Eidukevicius and the regional head of E.ON Energie, Heinz-Peter Schierenbeck, signed a 76.24 million-litas share swap deal, covering four Lithuanian energy companies. E.ON Energie traded its 10.9 percent shares in the power-transmission company Lithuanian Energy and the Lithuanian Power Plant in exchange for 9.37 percent and 3.72 percent of the shares in the two Lithuanian power-distribution-network operators Rytu Skirstomieji Tinklai and Vakaru Skirstomieji Tinklai, respectively.

Alcohol wholesaler Bennet Distributors has asked the State Property Fund to provide all documents on the privatization of the Stumbras distillery. After Bennet Distributors bid for the largest Lithuanian distillery was rejected, it is determined to appeal against the sell off results in a court.

Latvian company Rigas Balzams who also participated in the privatisation of Stumbras, but was rejected because State Property Fund said it obtained documents that Rigas Balsams is not reliable company, said it will apply to the court as well.

The Lithuanian State Property Fund rejected the privatization bid by Denmark's Trident Marine for a 66 percent stake in the Lithuanian shipping company Lietuvos Juru Laivininkyste. The decision was reported to have been based on information from the Lithuanian Special Investigations Service and the State Security Department that the buyer was not reliable. Trident Marine had submitted the highest bid of 35 million litas for the company. The Property Fund asked the other two bidders to improve their offers.

Public opinion pools

List of most popular politicians remains quite stable. Although Adamkus did not take more active part in political life, people still consider him as the best politician, while ratings of Paksas, Jursenas, Paulauskas fell down little bit. Also valuation of ministers of agriculture, health and finances has decreased. Sustauskas remains one of least popular politician, especially after information about his ties with representatives of criminal world was disclosed. 

Valuation of Politicians
	July 2003
	
	

	 
	Positive
	Negative

	V. Adamkus
	72,5
	13,4

	R. Paksas
	60,3
	18,8

	C. Jursenas
	50,5
	22,2

	K. Prunskiene
	50,3
	24,3

	A. Paulauskas
	48,1
	25,3

	A. Zuokas
	47,8
	15,9

	A. Brazauskas
	43,9
	36,9

	L. Linkevicius
	38,1
	11,8

	K. Bobelis
	32,4
	32,3

	A. Kubilius
	32,3
	28,9

	J. Olekas
	30,8
	21

	D. Grybauskaite
	30,4
	20,1

	V. Blinkeviciute
	29,8
	29,7

	A. Valionis
	28,3
	12,1

	V. Andriukaitis
	23,7
	35,9

	G. Vagnorius
	20,2
	38,8

	G. Steponavicius
	13,5
	14,3

	J. Kraujelis
	13,3
	36,7

	V. Sustauskas
	11,8
	65,6
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Valuation of political parties

Although ratings of most popular political parties fell down in summer, socialdemocratic party is still leading, while three following parties now would receive almost similar number of votes. 

	 For which party you would vote:
	July
	June

	Socialdemocratic party
	15,5
	16,9

	Liberal and Central Union
	8,8
	11,0

	Conservative party
	8,4
	9,5

	Liberal Democratic Party
	8,2
	10,5

	New Union
	6,4
	7,0

	Cristian Democrats
	4,1
	3,9

	Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy
	3,4
	4,1

	Russian Union
	1,6
	1,0

	Lithuanian Freedom Union
	1,1
	0,8

	Polish Election Action
	0,4
	0,2

	Would not vote, does not know
	39,2
	33,4
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Confidence in Institutions

During July trust in courts has decreased significantly, apparently because of scandal with several judges involved in support of tobacco contrabandists.
 July 2003
	 
	Trust
	Do not trust
	+/-

	Education
	60,8
	10,0
	50,8

	Mass media
	59,6
	12,0
	47,6

	Church
	62,0
	15,4
	46,6

	Army
	51,3
	13,4
	37,9

	President
	53,6
	18,9
	34,7

	Constitutional Court
	44,5
	14,4
	30,1

	Sodra
	49,0
	21,2
	27,8

	Health Care
	45,8
	26,6
	19,2

	Banks
	37,6
	32,5
	5,1

	Municipalities
	31,6
	30,1
	1,5

	Police
	28,7
	38,3
	-9,6

	Government
	22,3
	40,1
	-17,8

	Courts
	18,4
	40,5
	-22,1

	Seimas
	12,9
	58,1
	-45,2

	Parties
	6,0
	71,9
	-65,9
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Important Legal Acts

The government decided to increase the monthly minimum wage for most workers from 430 litas to 450 litas as of 1 September. The hourly minimum wage is to be increased from 2.53 litas to 2.67 litas. The action was taken on the recommendation of the Trilateral Council, which comprises representatives of the government, trade unions, and employers organizations. According to the Lithuanian Statistics Department, slightly more than one-sixth of the workers in Lithuania earn only the minimum wage, which had not been changed since June 1998. However, the monthly minimum wage will remain at 430 litas for agricultural workers, politicians, judges, public officers, and civil servants.

Seimas approved a bill on the structure of the Lithuanian armed forces that calls for the reduction of the number of soldiers from the current 22,000 to 17,000 by 2008. The bill passed by a vote of 53 to six with 13 abstentions. The reduction will be achieved by cutting the annual number of draftees from 4,500 to 2,000 people and the active reserve from 9,000 to 6,500 servicemen. However, the number of senior officers will increase, as otherwise it would be difficult to delegate suitably ranked representatives to work on NATO staffs. The number of generals and admirals will be increased from four to seven, colonels and sea captains from 30 to 40, and lieutenant colonels and commanders from 105 to 120. Liberal parliament deputy Algirdas Gricius criticized the bill, saying the country should follow the examples of other Western European countries and give up draft servicemen completely.

Seimas has adopted amendments to the gambling law, adding one more institution that will help control operators. From now on, in issuing gambling licenses, the State Gambling Supervisory commission will have to consult also the Financial Crime Investigation Service. 

Seimas approved amendments to the Law on Public Service proposed by President Rolandas Paksas, which makes it easier to dismiss civil servants for misconduct in office. Misconduct will now include not only breaches of law but also failure to meet to the code of civil servant, revealing state or commercial secrets, and any activity that contains corrupt acts even if criminal or administrative responsibility for them is not envisaged in laws. The amendments state that officials dismissed for misconduct are forbidden to work as civil servants for three years.

Seimas approved reallocation of 194 million litas in the 2003 budget. The revisions which were made possible primarily by reducing the costs of public debt servicing will not change the size of the expected budget deficit of 1.31 billion litas or about 2.1 percent of GDP. The greatest change was increasing the funds for agriculture by 103 million litas. 

Seimas also passed a resolution declaring 2004 as the Year of Language and Books as the year marks the 100th anniversary of the restriction to publish books in Lithuanian with Latin alphabet, which was imposed by the Russian government in 1864 during the Czarist occupation.

Information Technologies

The Chief Administrative Court imposed a fine of over LTL 2 million on Lithuanian Telecom for abusing its dominant position. The litigation between the Lithuanian Telecom and the Competition Council took over a year. The ruling of the court is final and cannot be appealed against.
One of the Spaineta companies is planning to become a virtual mobile telecommunications operator. The group's Spainetos Prekybos Sistema is the biggest partner of cell operator Bite GSM. The only virtual mobile phone operator now is the newly launched Eurocom, part of the Vilniaus Prekyba group
The virtual Lithuanian telecommunications operator UAB Eurocom, which started providing fixed line services in March, has nearly 4,000 subscribers. Eurocom works with corporate customers and hopes to have around 12,000 subscribers by the end of the year. Eurocom announced that all of Omnitel subscribers from the Vilniaus Prekyba group of companies switched to Eurocom. Meanwhile, Omnitel informed that number of their subscribers does not reduce. 

The subscribers of Lithuania's largest mobile phone operator Omnitel sent more than 240 million SMS messages in the first half of 2003. The number doubled that recorded in the same 2002 period (120 million). The company's customers sent 46 SMS messages a month on average every month over the first half.

Market leaders Vilniaus Bank and mobile operator Omnitel have signed a cooperation agreement on distribution of a joint direct debit service. The service will be available in the Omnitel trade network Simas. Now, Vilniaus Bank customers will be able to make direct debit payments in 90 more sites.
------------------------------------------------------------

Sources: ELTA, BNS, Verslo Zinios, Lietuvos Rytas, RFE/RL, Lithuanian Statistics Department, Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Central Election Commission, PricewaterhouseCoopers.
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								Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust						Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust

						Education		62.4		8.0		67.2		7.4		63.4		11.5		63		10.4		59.30		12.80		60.60		10.40

						Church		61.8		12.2		63.0		11.5		63		12.9		59.6		10.7		59.20		12.70		59.30		12.10
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						President		53.6		18.9		55.0		18.0		57.7		16.6		50.7		21.6		54.90		18.70		53.40		19.50

						Army		46.4		19.0		52.8		15.5		47		18.8		44.5		20.4		40.40		29.90		43.50		26.50

						Sodra		50.8		20.5		50.8		21.9
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						Police		28.3		40.3		33.5		33.7		30.1		36.4		29		40		31.60		35.20		30.80		36.90

						Government		24.0		4.1		25.4		36.1		28		34.5		20.4		41		18.60		46.30		20.50		43.40

						Courts		21.4		35.4		21.5		36.7		19.5		39.2		19.6		39.9		16.60		45.00		16.10		44.60
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						Positive		Negative

				V. Adamkus		72.5		13.4

				R. Paksas		60.3		18.8

				C. Jursenas		50.5		22.2

				K. Prunskiene		50.3		24.3

				A. Paulauskas		48.1		25.3

				A. Zuokas		47.8		15.9

				A. Brazauskas		43.9		36.9

				L. Linkevicius		38.1		11.8

				K. Bobelis		32.4		32.3

				A. Kubilius		32.3		28.9

				J. Olekas		30.8		21

				D. Grybauskaite		30.4		20.1

				V. Blinkeviciute		29.8		29.7

				A. Valionis		28.3		12.1

				V. Andriukaitis		23.7		35.9

				G. Vagnorius		20.2		38.8

				G. Steponavicius		13.5		14.3

				J. Kraujelis		13.3		36.7

				V. Sustauskas		11.8		65.6

				E. Gentvilas

				K. Glaveckas

				V. Lansbergis

				Valuation of political parties

				For which party you would vote

						July		June		May

				Socialdemocratic party		15.5		16.9		15.2

				Liberal and Central Union		8.8		11.0		10.6

				Conservative party		8.4		9.5		8.6

				Liberal Democratic  Party		8.2		10.5		9.9

				New Union		6.4		7.0		5.2

				Cristian Democrats		4.1		3.9		4.9

				Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy		3.4		4.1		2.8

				Russian Union		1.6		1.0		1.1

				Lithuanian Freedom Union		1.1		0.8		0.8

				Polish Election Action		0.4		0.2		0.6

				Would not vote, does not know		39.2		33.4		33.2
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