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Political News

After Seimas Elections Algirdas Brazauskas, Lithuania's prime minister and leader of the Social Democrats, said he can see only two alternatives for a new ruling coalition, one made up of the Social Democrats and Labour Party or another made up of the Social Democrats and other traditional parties, as the Conservatives and Liberal and Centrist Union. When speaking to reporters, Brazauskas stated that the Social Democrats and Social Liberals will do their best to keep the seat of prime minister and up to 7 ministries.

The rainbow coalition would include the ruling coalition of Social Democrats and Social Liberal, the Conservatives and the center-of-right Liberal and Centrist Union, all of which had strong showing in the Seimas elections.

However, after short negotiations with Conservative party, Social Democrats ruled out a possibility of rainbow coalition and started negotiations with the populist Labor Party and Union of Farmers' Party and New Democracy Party. 

The Social Democrats, the Social Liberals, the Liberal Centrists and the Conservatives failed to find enough common ground in their negotiations to create anticipated rainbow coalition.  One of the major obstacles was that the conservative Homeland Union could not find compromise with the leftists who were asking for the portfolio of prime minister and several other ministerial posts.

After Seimas elections Labor Party position became quite weak, as they expected to win majority of Seimas seats and friction between leaders within party has started. Viktor Uspaskich, who before elections expected to become prime minister, agreed to main conditions of ruling party. 

Lithuania's new governing coalition is in the final stage of sharing ministerial posts and finalising its programme of action. The left-wing political parties that are forming the coalition claim they will be able to carry out almost all their electoral plans, which means that Lithuania may introduce progressive income tax and a tax on real estate. The coalition partners - the Social Democrats, the Social Liberals, the Labour Party and the Union of the Farmers and New Democracy Parties - are all advocates of a so-called "two-tier" income tax system with lower taxes for lower earners. "The programme formulation regarding these taxes has remained the same as it was in the memorandum of the Algirdas Brazauskas and Arturas Paulauskas election bloc," said Irena Siauliene, a Social Democrat MP in charge of the bloc's electoral programme.

The Social Democratic/Social Liberal alliance will keep the prime minister's seat and Paulauskas will remain Seimas chairman. Selection of ministers is not finally finished, but most likely candidates to positions of ministers are: 

Prime Minister: Algirdas Brazauskas (SD)

Minister of Finances:  Algirdas Butkevicius (SD)

Minister of Environment: Arunas Kundrotas (SD)

Minister of Defence: Linas Linkevicius, Gediminas Kirkilas (both SD)

Social Protection and Labour Minister: Vilija Blinkeviciute (NU)

Culture Minister: Vladimiras Prudnikovas (LP), Dangute Mikutiene (LP), Jonas Jucas Minister of Transportation: Viktoras Muntianas, Gintaras Furmanavicius (LP), Zigmantas Balcytis (SD)

Minister of Health: Zilvinas Padaiga (LP), Kazys Remeikis (LP)

Minister of Education: Rimantas Vaitkus (SD), Algirdas Monkevicius (NU), Aleksandras Targamadze (LP)

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Antanas Valionis (NU)

Minister of Economy: Viktoras Uspaskich (LP)

Minister of Justice: Gintautas Buznskas (LP)

Minister of Interior: Evaldas Gustas (SD), Viktoras Muntianas (LP)

Minister of Agriculture: Viktoras Rinkevicius (Christian Union), Jonas Jagminas (LP).

The left wing block of the three coalition partners could hold up to 84 out of 141 seats in the country's parliament.  

Coalition partners have so far agreed that the Social Democratic and Social Liberal block would keep the portfolios of seven ministries, along with the position of prime minister.  Two other coalition partners were still bargaining over the remaining six ministries. The Labor Party wants to head five ministries regulating internal politics - the ministries of finance, transport, health, justice and culture. 

Dalia Grybauskaite, the European commissioner designate from Lithuania, has received one of the most favourable assessments after her hearings at the European Parliament. In the new European Commission Grybauskaite is expected to take charge of European budget and financial programming affairs.

The commissioner designate convincingly demonstrated her individual and professional skills and preparedness to take up the proposed office, said Janusz Lewandowski, the chairman of the Committee on Budgets at the European Parliament, in a letter to Josep Fontelles Borrell, the EP president. The committee members, according to him, were also positive about the capacity of Grybauskaite to cope with the emerging challenges in the European Union. 

After the hearings, representatives of EP political groups stated that the incoming budget commissioner has the right political feeling for the job.

In the previous month, Grybauskaite had to pass the tests of the European Parliament's committees on budgets and budgetary controls and different political groups.

On 6 October, Foreign Minister Antanas Valionis stated that Lithuania supports the proposals by the  EC regarding the timing and strategy of Turkey's accession negotiations with the EU. The EC has issued a recommendation to start the membership talks with Turkey but only on condition that the country would adopt and translate into reality some legal acts needed for reforms. In Antanas Valionis' opinion, the process of Turkey's readiness for membership will demand determined and far-reaching efforts of its Government and society, while the assessment of membership effects conducted by the EC highlights the directions of necessary reforms in Turkey and sets a strategy for the country's further participation in the European integration process.

On 7-9 October, during the fifth Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) in Hanoi, Lithuania together with other nine new EU member states and three Asian countries Cambodia, Laos and Burma became a member of this informal dialogue and process of cooperation. Minister of Foreign Affairs Antanas Valionis led the Lithuanian delegation in Hanoi. Further enhancement and implementation of the Asia-Europe partnership was the main topic of the meeting. Heads of the delegations attended three sessions addressing the international situation and new challenges, prospects of economic partnership between Asia and Europe in the context of globalisation and open regionalism as well as the future of ASEM.

On 4 November, the Lithuanian Embassy in Minsk, which serves as NATO's contact-point embassy in Belarus, presented Ambassadors of Member-States of the Alliance with its activity program designed to acquaint the Belarusian society with NATO's tasks and objectives. 
During the meeting, the NATO members' diplomats approved of the Lithuanian embassy's proposals to organise visits of Belarusian officials and representatives of non governmental organisations to Lithuania and other NATO member-states, arrange lectures at universities, seminars, conduct surveys of public opinion, initiate establishment of NATO information centres. 

Lithuanian Ambassador to Belarus Jonas Paslauskas informed the diplomats that performing the functions of NATO's contact-point embassy, the Lithuanian embassy has arranged meetings with Belarusian officials on NATO and general international security issues, organised a visit of representatives of Belarusian media and NGOs to the Alliance's headquarters in Brussels. 

It was noted at the meeting that performing the functions of NATO contact-point embassy, most attention should be given to the presentation of NATO tasks and objectives, changes in new NATO member-states to the Belarusian society and the promotion of the discussion on international security issues. 

The U.S. will continue providing military assistance to Lithuania next year, Lithuanian Defense Minister Linas Linkevicius announced. Lithuania may get about 13.3 million litai in the  framework of the foreign armed forces funding program, and the money will be spent on the Lithuanian army's needs, Linkevicius said.  U.S. military assistance to Lithuania amounted to 19.5 million litai in 2004. It has been used for procuring military hardware and outfits and training personnel.  Using the money, Lithuania procured night-vision devices, body armor and other military hardware. In addition, part of the money was spent on the national military reform and on the training of Lithuanian military in the U.S.  The U.S. stopped military assistance to Lithuania in June last year, because the country did not sign the agreement on non-extradition of U.S. servicemen to the International Criminal Court together with the other six NATO member nations that apply for membership in the EU.  Lithuania got about $50 million of military assistance from the U.S. from 1997 to 2003. The money was used to create a single airspace control system of the Baltic States, the Baltic peacekeeping battalion, as well as for holding exercises.  

Two Tornado F3 fighter planes arrived at an airbase near Siauliai. The first two British fighters arrived at the base on October 14. The four fighters will perform the functions of "air police" in the airspace of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. Some 100 British servicemen and civilian specialists have come to Lithuania to maintain the fighters.

According to Defence Minister Linas Linkevičius, the date of withdrawal of Lithuanian troops from Iraq will be determined by three factors - decisions of Seimas, authorisation of the UN and the security situation. Linas Linkevičius commented on the statement by his Polish counterpart Jerzy Szmajdzinski that Poland would withdraw its troops from Iraq by the end of 2005, after the expiry of transfer of political power, stipulated in the 1546th resolution of the UN Security Council. "We consider Seimas decision that has sanctioned the presence of our troops in Iraq till the end of next year and UN Security Council resolutions," the Lithuanian Minister said. Some 120 Lithuanian troops currently serve in Iraq.

On 6 October, a group of representatives of the Iraqi interim government came to Lithuania to gain experience in organising democratic elections. The group of Iraqis observed the voting in the 10 October Parliamentary elections, met with representatives of the Central Electoral Committee, Lithuanian political parties and leaders of the state. According to Foreign Minister Antanas Valionis, the Iraqi officials' visit shows that Lithuania is a democracy worth learning from.

Prosecutors, who recently dropped the pre-trial investigation into allegations against ex-lawmakers Vytautas Kvietkauskas, Arvydas Vidziunas,  and Andriukaitis, who allegedly took bribes from Rubicon group says the  decision does not mean the acquittal of the three.  Upon receiving new evidences, law enforcement officials could renew the investigation. The legal time limit for being trailed for a crime is 8 years. The three ex-lawmakers are thought to have accepted bribes from Andrius Janukonis, the head of Rubicon  Group in 2002.  Vice Prosecutor General Gintaras Jasaitis admitted that this investigation, which caused a great public interest, could have turned out completely differently if it had not been for the mistakes of the Special Investigation Service (STT) officials.  "Several episodes could have been investigated differently in terms of tactics, because we had a chance to collect more evidence, but failed to use them, and the conclusions made today are as they are," he noted to journalists.  

Former president Rolandas Paksas was cleared by a Vilnius District court of charges that he leaked state secrets while serving as president. Paksas, who was impeached in April for violating his oath of office and the Constitution, had been accused of telling his campaign financier and Russian businessman Juri Borisov that the latter's phones had been wiretapped by the State Security Department. 

Paksas insisted that he was innocent and said that the case was a continuation of the impeachment trial against him.  The pre-trial investigation was launched on April 26 this year, shortly after Paksas was stripped of his post for gross violations of the Constitution in parliamentary impeachment. Prosecutors asked the court to fine the ex-president 9,375 litas for the crime.  The Constitutional Court earlier ruled that Paksas cannot hold an office that required an oath for the rest of his life.

A two-year long police investigation into forgery finally paid off when Lithuania's criminal police and the special unit Aras raided an underground printing house that was producing counterfeit euros in Kaunas. Thirteen suspects were literally caught red handed in the act of printing counterfeit euro notes.

Economy

Lithuania's gross domestic product (GDP) grew by 6 % in the third quarter of 2004 from the same quarter last year, according to preliminary estimates released by the country's Statistics Department. The economy expanded by 6.7 % in the first nine months of this year (at constant prices of 2000) compared with the same period a year ago. The country's GDP reached 16.367 b litas (€ 4.744 b) at current prices in the third quarter of 2004, bringing the total GDP for the first nine months to 44.964 b litas. GDP growth rates for the first quarter and second quarter of 2004 were 7.1 % and 7.3 %, respectively. The economy expanded by 9.7 % in the full year 2003. In the third quarter of 2004, GDP per capita stood at 4,750 litas (at current prices), a rise of 6.2 % from the same period a year ago. According to the report, the strongest growth in value-added in the third quarter was recorded in the financial intermediation, retail and wholesale trade, hotels and restaurants, agricultural, and manufacturing sectors. 

Lithuania’s economic growth rate in Q3 was still high, but also the slowest over the last few years. 

GDP growth this year will be smaller than in 2003 due to labour force emigration and falling foreign direct investments, NORD/LB Lietuva analysts said. According to the bank's forecast, economic growth will also be obstructed by decreasing capital investments in production equipment.

Fig 1. Compared to the corresponding period of the previous year, at constant prices of 2000.
[image: image1.wmf]7.9

6.8

5.3

5.5

6.5

7.9

7.8

4.6

11.5

9.3

8.0

9.9

7.3

7.1

6.0

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

I Q.

II Q.

III Q. 

IV Q.

Per cent

2001

2002

2003

2004

¨

Since 2000, GDP less seasonal and random fluctuations against the previous quarter has been constantly growing (Figure 2). Over the 3rd quarter GDP growth has followed the 2nd quarter trend.

Fig 2. GDP changes
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Lithuania's industrial sales totalled 25.314 b litas (€ 7.3 b) in the first nine months of 2004, a rise of 11.3 % from the figure of a year before. In September, industrial sales grew by 11.1 % from September 2003. Compared with August, the rise was 7.3 %, the country's Statistics Department has announced. Nine-month sales by mining and quarrying sector grew by 8.3 %, in year-on-year terms. In September, the sales by the sector increased by 8.2 %, versus September 2003. Total sales in the utilities sector showed a 2.9 % annual rise in the first nine months of 2004. The output of refined petroleum products surged by 30.6 % in the January-to-September period, on a year-on-year basis. In September the annual rise was 23 % 

Lithuania's Government budget revenues for the first ten months of 2004 exceeded the planned levels by 199.3 m litas (€ 57.77 m) or 2.4 %, the Finance Ministry has said. 
In October, revenues came in 16.4 m litas or 1.7 % above the target. According to preliminary data, budget revenues for the ten months increased by 699.2 m litas or 8.9 % compared with the same period a year ago. Budget revenues have been rising at a faster rate than the country's gross domestic product (GDP). The revenue growth for the first nine months was 8.9 %, outpacing the GDP growth rate of 6.7 % recorded for this period. 

"The budget collection results surpassed our revenue estimates for the tenth successive month. This signals not only a steady economic growth, but also the efficient management of the state's financial flows," said Finance Minister Algirdas Butkevičius. According to the Ministry's data, Central Government budget revenues for the first ten months, excluding EU assistance funds, totaled 8.548 b litas and revenues for October reached 978.8 m litas. 

EU assistance funds, which have been reflected in the Central Government budget since January, amounted to 801.8 m litas during the ten months The Central Government budget projects full-year revenues of 11.925 b litas, including 1.590 b litas in EU assistance. 

Lithuania's foreign debt at the end of June stood at LTL 26.046 billion, up  LTL 3.016 billion or 13.1 percent from the close of 2003. Year-on-year, the  country's foreign debt soared by LTL 4.951 billion or 23.5 percent as  compared with June 2003, the Bank of Lithuania said.

Total money supply in Lithuania rose by 83.6 m litas, or 0.4 %, in September from August to reach 19.601 b litas (€ 5.68 b), the Bank of Lithuania has announced. Currency in circulation edged up by 24.7 m litas, or 0.5 %, to 4.848 b litas over the month. The deposits of private individuals and other institutions increased by 51 m litas and 41.2 m litas respectively. Foreign currency deposits surged by 226.7 m litas, or 5.9 %, to 4.071 b litas. The rise resulted on a 223 m litas increase in the deposits of non-financial entities.  Domestic credit grew by 459.2 m litas, or 2.9 %, to 16.297 b litas, according to the Central bank's report. In September, private sector crediting surged by 486 m litas.  

The eight-month industrial deliveries in Lithuania grew faster than  industrial sales in the other two Baltic States. In Latvia, industrial deliveries rose 6.9 percent during this period, and  Estonia reported an increase of 7.2 percent.  Figures from the national statistical offices of the Baltic states indicate  that in August, compared to the same month in 2003, Lithuanian industry  marketed 4.5 percent more output at constant prices than the respective  sectors in the Baltic neighbours. The monthly sales of Latvian industrial  producers advanced 6.4 percent and Estonian industry deliveries rose 8.8  percent.  From August 2003 through August 2004, prices for industrial produce went up  8.8 percent in Lithuania, 10.9 percent in Latvia, and 3.6 percent in  Estonia. 

Lithuania moved upwards by four positions on the World Economic Forum competitiveness ratings list, up to 36th place among 104 countries this year. But further process was obstructed by rather high taxes, poor tax administration, red tape and corruption, experts said. They added that there are many other obstacles to improving competitiveness, which are associated primarily with the state's role in the economy, such as the tax policy.

Lithuania's unemployment rate fell to 6.0 % in September from 6.4 % in August, the country's Labour Exchange has reported. The jobless rate was down by 1.3 % compared with September 2003. The number of officially registered unemployed was 126,100 as of 1 October, down by 8,800 people or 6.5 % from a month ago and down by 24,600 people or 16.4 % from a year ago. More persons were enrolled in employment and vocational training programs this September. The Labour Exchange helped 23 % more people to get employment in September compared with August. The unemployment rate in the capital of Vilnius was 3.2 % last month.

Statistics Lithuania reports that the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in October 2004 as compared with September made up 100.1. The same CPI was recorded in October 2003 against September. Consumer prices over October increased by 0.3, while prices for services went down by 0.4 per cent. 

The clothing and footwear commodity and service group went up in price by 2.6 per cent, transport by 1.7 per cent. Changes in prices of the said commodity and service groups made the basic influence on the total CPI in October. This price increase was partly offset by a 0.8 per cent fall in prices for housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuel commodity group and by 1.6 per cent for miscellaneous goods and services group. The CPI was also influenced by the reduction of prices for food products and non-alcoholic beverages (by 0.2 per cent) and increase in prices for health care group products and services (1.2 per cent).

The most significant impact on clothing and footwear commodity and service group was made by the increase in prices for winter season goods. Prices for clothes went up by 2.2 per cent, for footwear by 3.4 per cent and for other clothing accessories by 4.4 per cent.

The transport commodity and service group price index was mostly influenced by the increase in prices for fuel: liquefied car gas by 10.1 per cent, petrol by 1.7 per cent and diesel fuel by 4.5 per cent. Some passenger transport services went up in prices too: taxi by 4.4 per cent and air transport by 3.3 per cent. Prices for spare parts of private cars as well as for accessories increased by 0.6 per cent. Cars and bicycles went down in price by 1.4 per cent. 

The critical impact on the CPI in the housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuel commodity group was made by the reduction of prices for central heating by 4.9 per cent. 

Annual inflation in October 2004 (in October 2004 as compared with October 2003) made up 3.3 per cent (in October 2003 as compared with October 2002 a 1.4 per cent deflation was recorded).

Changes in prices for main groups of goods and services

in October 2004 

(per cent)

	Commodity and service group
	Specific weight in total consumption expenditure
	Growth, drop (-);  October 2004, against

	
	
	September 2004
	2003

	
	
	
	December
	October 

	Total CPI
	100.0
	0.1
	2.7
	3.3

	Food products and non-alcoholic beverages
	30.0
	-0.2
	3.2
	4.5

	Alcoholic drinks and tobacco products
	7.9
	0.4
	2.1
	2.6

	Clothing and footwear
	8.0
	2.6
	0.6
	0.1

	Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels
	13.7
	-0.8
	+0.0
	0.5

	Furnishings, household equipment and routine maintenance
	5.3
	-0.1
	-1.6
	-2.8

	Health care
	4.7
	1.2
	10.1
	12.2

	Transport
	9.4
	1.7
	10.4
	11.2

	Communications
	4.8
	-0.4
	-1.0
	-3.2

	Recreation and culture
	6.1
	-0.5
	-1.8
	-2.3

	Education
	1.4
	0.0
	0.3
	0.3

	Hotels, cafes and restaurants
	4.3
	-0.1
	2.2
	2.8

	Miscellaneous goods and services
	4.4
	-1.6
	5.1
	5.0


Lithuania‘s foreign trade in January–September 2004 

Statistics Lithuania reports, that according to non-final data obtained from Customs declarations and Intrastat reporting data exports in January–September of 2004 totalled LTL 18259.2 million in terms of commodity value. Imports of commodities to Lithuania equaled LTL 24454.1 million. Lithuania foreign trade deficit made up LTL 6194.9 million and was by 12.4 per cent higher than last year¹.

Exports and imports over January–September 2004 as compared with January–September 2003 went up by 18 and 16.5 per cent, respectively².

 In September 2004 as compared with September 2003 total Lithuania’s exports grew by 27.2 per cent, while total Lithuania’s imports ascended by 11.9 per cent2. In September 2004 as compared with August exports rose by 12.3 per cent and imports went up by 7 per cent.

Foreign trade balance

     Million LTL

	
	Exports
	Imports
	Balance

	January–September 2004
	18259.2
	24454.1
	-6194.9

	January
	1733.5
	2165.4
	-431.9

	February
	1853.8
	2421.7
	-567.9

	March
	1934.1
	2705.7
	-771.6

	I Quarter
	5521.4
	7292.8
	-1771.4

	April
	1961.2
	3305.9
	-1344.7

	May**
	1944.0
	2607.7
	-663.7

	June**
	2168.3
	2588.1
	-419.8

	II Quarter
	6073.5
	8501.8
	-2428.3

	July**
	2115.5
	3037.2
	-921.7

	August**
	2142.9
	2716.7
	-573.8

	 September
	2405.9
	2905.6
	-499.7

	III Quarter
	6664.3
	8659.5
	-1995.2

	
	
	
	

	January–September 2003
	15477.8
	20989.7
	-5511.9

	I Quarter
	5051.6
	6526.1
	-1474.5

	II Quarter
	4921.5
	7116.0
	-2194.5

	September
	1892.1
	2596.0
	-703.9

	III Quarter
	5504.7
	7347.6
	-1842.9


                                     ** Revised data. 
Exports and imports over January–September 2000–2004

[image: image3.wmf]-4478.1

-4535.4

-5621.9



-5511.9

-6194.9

18259.2

15477.8

14115.4

12738.0

10494.0

24454.1



20989.7

19737.3

17216.1

15029.4

-6500,0

-500,0

5500,0

11500,0

17500,0

23500,0

29500,0

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

Million LTL

Balance

Exports

Imports


Main foreign trade partners

	
	Exports
	
	Imports

	
	Million LTL
	%
	
	Million LTL
	%

	Total
	18259.2
	100
	Total
	24454.1
	100

	EU-151
	8204.5
	44.9
	EU-151
	11142.6
	45.6

	EU-252
	11873.1
	65.0
	EU-252
	15576.0
	63.7

	CIS
	2918.4
	16.0
	CIS
	6449.2
	26.4

	EFTA
	1611.9
	8.8
	EFTA
	447.0
	1.8

	Germany
	1915.8
	10.5
	Russia 
	5256.8
	21.5

	Latvia 
	1820.0
	10.0
	Germany
	4151.1
	17.0

	Russia
	1624.7
	8.9
	Poland
	1814.2
	7.4

	Switzerland 
	1157.2
	6.3
	Netherlands 
	989.2
	4.0

	France
	1034.5
	5.7
	Latvia 
	932.2
	3.8

	United  Kingdom
	999.3
	5.5
	Denmark
	895.8
	3.7

	Netherlands 
	925.8
	5.1
	Finland 
	839.6
	3.4

	Sweden
	892.4
	4.9
	France
	822.0
	3.4

	Denmark
	884.4
	4.8
	Sweden
	807.5
	3.3

	Estonia
	821.3
	4.5
	Italy 
	788.7
	3.2

	Poland
	791.8
	4.3
	Estonia
	777.9
	3.2

	USA
	783.5
	4.3
	Belarus
	759.4
	3.1

	Belarus
	610.4
	3.3
	United  Kingdom  
	596.8
	2.4

	Belgium
	455.4
	2.5
	Belgium 
	519.1
	2.1

	Ukraine
	418.7
	2.3
	China 
	513.6
	2.1

	Other
	3124.0
	17.1
	Other 
	3990.2
	16.3


Total investment in the Lithuanian stock market reached 5.440 b litas (€ 1.58 b) at the end of September, rising by 30.5 % since the start of the year, according to the data released by the country's Central Securities Depository. Investment by residents grew by 41.4 % to 2.840 b litas during the nine months, accounting for 52.2 % of the total, while investment by non-residents increased by 20.4 % to 2.601 b litas, or 47.8 % of the total. In the third quarter of 2004, total investment in the Lithuanian stock market rose by 8.7 % to 436.2 m litas. On a quarterly basis, residents increased their investment by 12.89 %, and non-residents by 4.6 %. 

According to Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) journal, Vilnius is one of the most rapidly developing cities in Eastern Europe and the project of Vilnius-Kaunas dipole is the best in the Baltic countries. In the competition organised by the FDI, belonging to the group of the British daily Financial Times, Vilnius won the nomination of the City of Eastern European Future 2004/2005, leaving behind Riga, Tallinn, Kyiv, Minsk, Moscow and other Eastern European cities. The FDI commission positively evaluated the fact that in a short time Vilnius had achieved excellent economic results and had good systems of education, health and infrastructure. The project of Vilnius-Kaunas dipole was recognized the best in the Baltic States. In the FDI commission’s opinion, the Vilnius-Kaunas axis is the most important centre of the Baltic region with good infrastructure, which already attracts big foreign investments.

President Valdas Adamkus, Prime Minister Algirdas Brazauskas, Foreign  Minister Antanas Valionis and the head of Lietuvos Energija, country's power  company, Rymantas Juozaitis agreed after their meeting that  Lithuania must observe its commitments to the European Union and halt the  operation of Ignalina Nuclear Plant's Unit I by the beginning of 2005. The  government decided not address the EU Commission with any requests to  prolong the operational period of the reactor. However, it was agreed that Lithuania will send  a group of experts to Brussels to explain the situation that will develop in  the country's power grid after the operations of the nuclear plant unit I stop.

New electricity price tariff for private users and companies was set. The price will be LTL 0.01-0.02 /kWh higher than now as  the power distribution companies, which are now working at a loss, will  raise prices for their services.

Inter RAO UES, which is 60% owned by the Unified Energy System (UES) of Russia power monopoly, has reached an agreement to purchase a stake in Lithuania's energy trading company. The size of the stake has yet to be determined. 

"We confirm that Inter RAO UES reached a preliminary agreement to buy a stake in the center for the distribution of energy," the UES press service told. "This is only a preliminary agreement. The deal has not been finalized yet," it said.  The deal is expected to be finalized by February 2005, and the Inter RAO UES board of directors will have to decide on how many shares of the Lithuanian company will be purchased.  Inter RAO is Russia's operator of electricity exports and imports. The company has also helped UES purchase energy assets abroad. UES is currently considering transferring its stake in Inter RAO to the Federal Grid Company as part of its reorganization drive. The rest of Inter RAO's 40% of shares belong to Rosenergoatom.

The Lithuanian Economy Ministry's business projects committee has announced  the recipients of EU structural aid for business development. The business support agency has approved only eight  out of the 140 applications, which will get LTL 36 million in EU structural  aid. Meanwhile, the Lietuvos Rytas has reported that LTL 8 million of this  amount will be allocated for the construction of a new modern display  facility at the Litexpo exhibition centre in Vilnius. 

A total of 7,753 Lithuanian farmers have submitted applications for EU aid  to help them leave the agricultural sector or shift to in eco-farming. Among  them, 6,475 expressed their wish to opt out of farming, while 1,278 said  they wanted to engage in eco-farming or rare species breeding programs.

Lithuania will back Poland in its litigation over direct payments to farmers  and will join its claim against the European Union Council. The Lithuanian  government insists that Lithuanian farmers should be entitled to more than  EUR 200 million in additional direct payments.

Lithuania's rural tourism farmsteads, which recorded a one-third growth in visitor numbers this year, intend to start offering specialised services to different groups of people in the future. The country houses attracted a total of 152,000 visitors during the first nine months of this year, a rise of 20.9 % from 125.700 visitors in the same period a year ago, the Lithuanian Rural Tourism Association has reported. "Farmsteads now offer their services to a wide variety of visitors, but we expect many of them to specialize in a certain area. The division of the market into segments is likely to take place in a year or two. There are four farmsteads specialising in horseback riding holidays already," President of the association Regina Sirusienė said. In September the total number of visitors increased by 9.9 %, year-on-year, to 17,800. The Aukštaitija region, in central and eastern Lithuania, attracted the largest number of holiday-makers, at 7,200, followed by the Žemaitija region, in the western part of the country, with 6,300 visitors and Dzūkija, in the south-eastern part, with 4,300. Around 700 farmsteads are currently offering rural tourism services in Lithuania, of which approximately 30 % are open all year round. The Rural Tourism Association groups together over 350 farmsteads.  The total number of visitors is forecast to reach about 200,000 in the full year 2004. 

The Lithuanian Government intends to resume negotiations with the European  Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in the immediate future. The  Government is seeking refinancing for the loans of the refinery Mazeikiu  Nafta, and is also considering the possible transfer a part of its interest  in the company. According to Economy Deputy Minister Nerijus Eidukevicius,  the initial consultations with EBRD are to begin with the coming month. 

The Lithuanian Mazeikiu Nafta oil refinery, controlled by the Russian oil  giant Yukos, is planning to reopen its representative office in the  Ukrainian capital Kyiv. MN had an office there while it was still controlled  by the Lithuanian government. After Yukos took over MN in September 2002, it  took a decision at the end of the same year to close the company's offices  in Moscow, Kyiv and Vilnius. Giedrius Karsokas, an MN representative, said  that the company's turnover in Ukraine is not large, but the market has its  own specificities and needs to be monitored closely. The MN representative  office in Kyiv will coordinate the sale of fuel on the Ukrainian market.

Yukos announced it is seeking to increase its stake in Mazeikiu Nafta. Yukos wants to buy another 21.2-percent of the MN stock, and analysts are  speculating about the Russian group's motives. One of the versions is that,  faced with problems due to its conflict with the Russian government, Yukos  is using the opportunity to make a valuable acquisition at a bargain price.  Yukos plans caused panic on the Lithuanian stock exchange. After  increasing its stake, Yukos would also appoint more members to the board,  but Lithuania would retain a veto right.

Oil refinery Mazeikiu Nafta may earn a pretax annual profit of LTL 450-500 million according to the US GAAP standards. The forecast was released by Lithuania's largest brokerage Finasta on the condition there are no disruptions in crude oil supplies to the refinery.

On 1 November a ship from Venezuela carrying 62,000 tons of orimulsion for Lietuvos Elektrinė in Elektrėnai arrived to Klaipėda port. 
Lietuvos Elektrinė has been purchasing orimulsion from Venezuelan state-run Petroleos de Venezuela for eight years, in line with long-term supply agreement concluded until 2012. 

In 2005, the plant would order two or three ships with orimulsion, said Lietuvos Elektrinė Chief Engineer Pranas Noreika. Upon the closure of first unit of Ignalina nuclear power plant, Lietuvos Elektrinė would only have to operate full-capacity for a period of one month next year, Petras Noreika said, adding that in 2006 the plant would have to utilize its full capacities for a three-month period. In both cases the second unit of Ignalina nuclear power plant would be closed down for maintenance. 

The Lithuanian chamber of commerce, industry and crafts has announced a  programme "EU gates to Japan" which would help SMEs to enter this market.  Lithuanian SMEs will be granted financial support of the EU Commission. To  qualify for support, companies will have to conform to a number of  requirements 

Specialists are urging businesses to establish contacts with and expand to China, as they see this to be the most suitable time for such moves. They  say advantage should be taken of China's current rapid development, while  later competition with cheap and quality goods would become nearly  impossible. "China can make anything," says Algimantas Akstinas, managing  director of the International Chamber of Commerce, Lithuania. According to  him, Lithuania has to change its opinion on China as a manufacturer of low  quality products, as that country has seven levels of quality, the highest  of which complies with all EU standards.

Lithuania is the top investor in Kaliningrad region this year as its direct  investments in the Russian exclave soared by 30 times year-on-year.  Lithuania is also the leader in terms of the number of foreign companies  established in Kaliningrad. Meanwhile, Russia is currently discussing  changes in Kaliningrad's status as a special economic zone to award lower  taxes only to investors that contribute no less than USD 10 million. In  addition, the draft legislation stipulates that customs exemptions will be  replaced by tax benefits. According to statistics for this year, Lithuania  was the largest foreign investor in Kaliningrad in the first half of 2004 as  its FDIs totalled USD 4.7 million. The growth is associated with investments  by refrigerator manufacturer Snaige, fish processor Viciunai, confectionery  Naujoji Ruta and poultry farm Kretingos Grudai.

A panel of the Transport Ministry has approved the civil aviation strategy  on the liberalised market until 2015. One of the priority tasks outlined in  the strategy is to achieve the EU level in terms of the civil aviation's  share in the country's GDP, which currently stands at 1 percent in the EU.

The national airline company Lietuvos Avialinijos may lose its qualified  pilots and flight attendants. In July-September alone, 11 pilots left the  company in search for better wages. The company management describes the  changes as "natural staff turnover".

The Lithuanian air company Aviakompanija Lietuva has bought one more  airplane ATR42-300. This is the third airplane made by the French company  ATR acquired by the Lithuanian carrier. The plane was bought to satisfy the  growing flows of passengers.

Starting from November 1, air carrier SAS has launched regular flights  between the Lithuanian sea resort of Palanga and Copenhagen. Passengers are  carried on board 48-seat Canadair Regional Jet aircraft, while the duration  of the flight is one hour and 10 minutes.

Public Opinion Polls

Which Lithuanian politician represents people's interest the best
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	Valdas Adamkus
	20,3
	20,4

	Viktor Uspaskich
	16,8
	18,8

	Algirdas Brazauskas
	16,2
	21,2

	Andrius Kubilius
	7,8
	5,7

	Rolandas Paksas
	7,5
	8,5

	Kazimiera Prunskiene
	7,4
	7,9

	Ceslovas Jursenas
	7,3
	6

	Arturas Paulauskas
	7,2
	11

	Vilija Blinkeviciute
	5,5
	7,1

	Vytautas Grigaravicius
	3,9
	3,0

	Julius Veselka
	3,3
	3,8

	Vytautas Lansbergis
	2,6
	2,7

	Rasa Jukneviciene
	1,8
	0,7

	Arturas Zokas
	1,7
	2

	Petras Austrevicius
	1,6
	1,9

	Dalia Grybauskaite
	1,3
	0,8

	Eugenijus Gentvilas
	1
	0,4
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	November 2004
	

	 
	Positive
	Negative

	V. Grigaravicius
	69,3
	4,9

	V. Adamkus
	67,2
	17

	V. Blinkeviciute
	60,1
	14,4

	C. Jursenas
	57,1
	21,3

	V. Uspaskich
	50,4
	25,7

	A. Brazauskas
	48,2
	33,4

	K. Prunskiene
	43,7
	30,6

	A. Valionis
	42,6
	9,8

	A. Paulauskas
	38,3
	36,9

	A. Kubilius
	35,4
	37,4

	G. Kirkilas
	28,7
	23,2

	A. Zuokas
	25,2
	40,3

	A. Butkevicius
	23,5
	17,9

	V. Greicius
	18,6
	9,4

	A. Klimavicius
	18,5
	16,5

	V. Mazuronis
	14,3
	30,9

	V. Prudnikovas
	11,9
	9,4

	Z. Balcytis
	11,8
	6,5

	A. Kundrotas
	10,7
	10,6

	V. Muntianas
	9,5
	14,0

	Z. Padaiga
	9,0
	7,8

	V. Tomasevskis
	7,2
	7,5

	R. Vaitkus
	5,9
	6,7

	G. Buzinskas
	1,4
	4,1
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	Trust 
	Do not trust

	Education
	65,3
	6,5

	Church
	63,1
	13,5

	Sodra
	61,2
	13,4

	Army
	58,7
	9,4

	President
	53,4
	20

	Banks
	51,4
	21,7

	Constitutional Court
	50,4
	14,9

	Health Care
	48,1
	26,3

	Mass media
	47,5
	19,8

	Municipalities
	38,1
	39

	Police
	33
	33,6

	Government
	24,4
	36,2

	Courts
	22,8
	34,3

	Seimas
	13
	55,1

	Parties
	6,6
	65,8


Valuation of political parties

For which party you would vote
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	Labour party
	33,0
	28,6

	Conservative party
	12,4
	14,6

	Socialdemocratic party
	11,9
	-

	Liberal and Central Union
	6,8
	9,1

	Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy
	5,2
	-

	Liberal Democratic  Party
	3,2
	-

	Polish Election Action
	2,0
	3,8

	New Union
	1,6
	-

	Christian Democrats
	
	

	Russian Union
	
	

	Lithuanian Freedom Union
	
	

	Would not vote, does not know
	23,9
	23,2


Seimas Chairman and vice-chairmen elected

Seimas has elected new Seimas chairman and vice-chairmen. 

Chairman of the Seimas remained the same person as of previous Seimas, Arturas Paulauskas, leader of New Union party. 

As vice chairmen were elected Ceslovas Jursenas (Socialdemocratic party) and Alfredas Pekeliunas, member of Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy. 

According to the poll conducted by public opinion and market research centre Vilmorus, in the middle of October the public support to Lithuania's membership in the EU continues on the upward scale 
According to the poll, 82.4 % of the respondents were glad about their country's membership in the organisation. Until then, the biggest support indicators (81 %) were registered in February this year, several months before the actual accession to the bloc. 

The number of EU membership opponents was 8.1 % in October, which is 2.3 % less month-on-month. Another 9.5 % of those polled did not have an opinion on the matter last month. 

Vilmorus Director Vladas Gaidys says that the unusually high support to the EU membership is due to unproven fears of possible price rises and insufficient representation of Lithuanian interests in the organisation. 

"Since the beginning of the membership in the EU, Lithuanian residents saw  many positive changes such as easy employment possibilities in other  countries, obvious economic growth, and upcoming financial support from the  EU. These things have contributed to the increase of public confidence and  active support of the Lithuania's membership in the bloc," he said. 

Some of the Lithuanian residents still believe that bribes may help solve  problems. Event two thirds of the survey respondents confessed they would  agree to offer unofficial payment.  Meanwhile, the number of company heads, who say that bribes do not help  solving problems, increased significantly during the last two years. Both  company heads and residents, when asked to name most corrupt institutions,  mentioned customs, police, courts, land survey units, and privatisation  agencies.  The above trends were revealed in the latest study on the corruption in  Lithuania, which bears the tile of Corruption Map 2004. The map was made up  based on anonymous answers of 1,015 residents and 1,047 heads of Lithuanian  companies and firms during a survey carried by Baltijos Tyrimai firm. 

Privatisation

Lithuania raised a total of 377 m litas (€ 109.27 m) through the sale of state-owned and municipal assets during the first nine months of 2004, a rise of three times from the  earlier figure of 125.09 m litas. The State Property Fund (SPF), the Government's privatisation agency, concluded a total of 432 deals on privatisation of state and municipal-owned assets. Privatisation of state assets brought 233.15 m litas into the state's coffers in 196 transactions. The privatisation of municipal assets, a total of 236 deals, generated 143.83 m litas in proceeds. In September alone, the SPF concluded 40 transactions, which yielded 3.8 m litas in proceeds. In September 2003, the privatisation agency clinched 61 transactions, which generated 6.5 m litas for the state. The list of major transactions showed the sale of a 34 % equity stake in the natural gas utility Lietuvos Dujos (Lithuanian Gas) to Russia's gas giant Gazprom for 100 m litas, the privatisation of the National Stock Exchange of Lithuania (NSEL), the beverage companies Alita and Anykščių Vynas and the Lithuanian Film Studio. Lithuania's total privatisation proceeds reached 910.4 m litas in 2003, up from 348.7 m litas in 2002. 

The Competition Council has allowed construction firm Eika and fertiliser maker Achema to acquire Klaipedos Laivu Remontas shipyard. The investors will take 100 percent of the KLR stock and will operate the shipyard through  a joint venture, Juros Vartai, in which they also have 100-percent control.

Important Legal Acts

President Valdas Adamkus, who participated in a ceremony for the signing of the European Constitution in Rome, said the document  must be ratified by the Seimas, and there is no need for a referendum.  "During the referendum about joining the European Union, an overwhelming  majority of people voted to join the organisation. It was not 50 percent  plus 1 vote, but 90 percent, and this did not happen five or even three  years ago. So, I can see no reason to ask the people the same question  again. Both the current and the next Seimas hold the mandate of confidence  entrusted to them by the people of Lithuania and have the right to express  the will of the country's citizens regarding the European Constitution and  its ratification," Adamkus said.  In the opinion of the state leader, if some nations of the EU refuse to ratify the Constitutional Agreement, the implementation of the ideas and programs of the EU might temporarily halt, and the EU would sink into empty disputes instead of taking care of its economic welfare.

On 4 November, Lithuanian President Valdas Adamkus signed a decree presenting the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe, signed in Rome, for Parliamentary ratification. On 5 November, the Lithuanian Parliament held an extraordinary meeting to start the ratification procedure of the EU Constitution.  Seimas has ratified the EU constitution in an urgent voting procedure. The constitution was backed by 84 MPs, with four votes against and three abstentions.
Thus Lithuania became the first country in EU that ratified European Constitution. 

Lithuania's Government submitted a draft law on confirmation of financial indexes of the Government's budget and municipal budgets of 2005 to the Seimas. The revenues of national budget, including the EU funds, are projected at 15.653 b (€ 4.454 b) for 2005. In line with draft national investment programme for 2005-2007, allocations from the national budget for capital investments should reach 2.295 b litas in 2005, a rise of 528 m litas or 30 % from 2004. The draft budget lays down a 1.7 b litas ceiling for net borrowing and proposes to refrain from any new state guarantees in 2005.

President Valdas Adamkus says he is concerned over the intentions of the  Seimas to increase the state budget deficit for 2005, as well as the state  debt sum, and calls for drafting an alternative budget to be used in case  that the optimistic forecast for the Lithuanian economy fail.  In his letter to the Seimas, in which he criticized the budget  drafting method, Adamkus wrote that in 2005 "he would strictly watch that  the funds allocated were in line with our country's priorities".  Adamkus underlined the urges from international institutions for Lithuania  to do its best to reduce the government liabilities and guarantee  well-balanced, and in long perspective, not surplus budget.

During his visit in Lithuania, Mr. Axel Weber, president of Germany Bundesbank, issued a warning that the country’s failure to keep its expenses under strict control could result in serious difficulties when introducing the euro in a couple of years. Analysts are concerned that the rising oil prices and salaries, as well as the higher cost of loans may slow down Lithuania economic development. Their anxiety is supported by a wave of promises from different political groups to increase compensation, retirement pensions and social benefits, and to reduce the tax burden.

Next year Lithuanian companies should save the total of LTL 230 million from  the road tax, to be cancelled in the middle of 2005. At present even companies that do not have a single  vehicle are made to pay the road tax, which makes up about 0.5 percent of  companies' sales. The hole in the budget of road operators should be filled  in by the higher excise tax on petrol and diesel (50 pct).

A new European Parliament and Council directive on the handling of electric and electronic equipment waste has taken effect in the European Union. The directive stipulates that responsibility for the management of such waste will go to the manufacturers and importers of electric and electronic appliances, which may translate into additional tax burden for a large number of Lithuanian companies. Under the directive, Lithuania has been given until 2008 to collect and dispose of its electric and electronic equipment waste, and the government is already in the process of amending relevant legislation to speed up the process.

Lithuanian haulers and construction firms have described as a heavy blow  the government's resolution fixing minimum daily allowances for staff. Under  the government decision, the daily subsistence allowances paid to traveling  staff will have to be not lower than those set by the Finance Ministry.  Romas Adomavicius, the CEO of road carrier Transtradas, said: "Not a single  carrier can afford to pay drivers the daily allowances fixed by the  ministry". 

The Lithuanian government has amended the bylaws of the picturesque Trakai historical national park, which is about 30 km away from Vilnius, clearing the way for infrastructure investments in the area. The same decision also approved the park's future development scheme, which may attract up to LTL 50 million from private investors. Until recently, investors' efforts to build hotels and tourism infrastructure used to run into red tape barriers due to the extremely strict rules of the national park.

Lithuanian Government approved draft amendments to the National Security Strategy prepared by a working group headed by Defence Minister Linas Linkevičius. 

The need to revise the 2002 strategy, which is in effect now, and stipulate new guidelines for ensuring national security arose after Lithuania joined NATO and the EU in spring this year. The new wording of the strategy contains an expanded list of factors determining security policy including processes taking place in the countries of the CIS, especially in those having direct borders with Lithuania. In addition, the draft focuses on democratic control of armed forces, collective defence, crisis prevention and development of stability. An accent is also put on participation in the Alliance's transformation, NATO's open-door policy, support to missions and strengthening of trans-Atlantic cooperation. The draft strategy stresses that armed forces should be modern and able to work together with NATO allies, have high skills and combat trim with a big focus on education of troops. The new guidelines focus on encouragement of civil conscience, activity and public spirit, which should help to prepare for civil resistance.

The new strategy provides for expanded tasks of the armed forces to prepare for NATO's collective activities and international operations, development of an active modern reserve and a new structure of the military forces including one high-readiness brigade. The 2000 concept provided for creation of five brigades.

After a second consideration, Seimas failed to approve an amendment to Article 56 of the Constitution, which  could have opened the door for impeached ex-president Rolandas Paksas to return to power in five years. Parliament voted 5 against 41 on the issue, with 20 abstentions. Ceslovas  Jursenas, who presided over the meeting, said, however, that the amendment  could be presented again in a year.  The amendment bans a person removed from office by impeachment from running  for Parliament for five years.  Earlier this year, the Constitutional Court stated that a politician  impeached for severely violating the constitution and the oath of office,  could never run for Parliament, the presidential post, or any other state  office involving an oath.  Before the court's ruling, Parliament managed to pass the amendment.  However, in order for the law to come into effect, Parliament had to approve  it by a second vote.  Paksas was impeached as president in April this year for gross violations of  the constitution and his oath of office.  

Information Technologies

The state-owned Lithuanian Radio and Television Centre (LRTC) is to install and provide Internet services at 300 public Internet access venues in rural locations of Lithuania.  Public Internet access venues will be arranged at district kindergartens, schools, libraries, and cultural centres, which will offer Internet browsing for free. The action implemented by the Ministry of Internal Affairs will be funded from the EU PHARE programme. The LRTC will provide Internet services for 18 months. After the expiry of this period, the project managers will rule over possible extension of the agreement with the LRTC. Every venue at rural locations will offer from two to five PCs with Internet access.

Lithuanian economic growth will slow down if information society and  knowledge-based economy are not developed in time. This was the sad forecast  which kicked-off the information technology Infobalt fair in Vilnius. The  conference Information Society warned that Lithuania is lagging behind its  neighbours in terms of information technologies.

With a rapid increase of information technologies some Lithuanian companies  have still failed to introduce appropriate security measures protecting  proprietary information stored in electronic format. Only a half of all  companies use additional software ensuring security of their LANs.  

The Lithuanian telecom service providers Omnitel and Bite GSM and the social security fund  SODRA are trying out a new e-signature. The new system, which will be tested  by December this year, will allow downloading and uploading legally valid  e-format documents using the internet.

Next year the state may begin regulating not only the fixed-line but also the mobile telecommunications market. According to market analysts, this should make call prices offered by different providers similar. There is a high probability that next year, taking into account the EU practice and the structure of our market, the activities of all companies accepting calls from mobile telecommunications providers will be subject to regulation, says Tomas Lamanauskas, deputy director of the Communications Regulation Service. He notes his service has already started special research to be completed next year.

Lithuanian IT group Alna has said it will invest LTL 400,000 in two new subsidiaries. The decision to set up the subsidiaries - Alna Business Solutions and Alna Software - was taken by the group's board on November 2, Alna said. LTL 200,000 will be invested in each new company.

--------------
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1 EU-15: EU Member States until 1 May 2004. 


2 EU-25: EU Member States after 1 May 2004.
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				V. Adamkus		67.2		17		63.5		17.2		60.1		21.4		58.5		25.8																																																																																																																																																																								Labour party		26.2

				V. Blinkeviciute		60.1		14.4		52.4		17.3		57.2		17.9		58.2		16.0		57.7		14.8		60.6		12.4		51.7		14.5		46.1		18.1		48.2		17.5		40.7		21.1		42.2		21.7		38.1		25.1		38.8		25.6								Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust																																										Valdas Adamkus		20.3		20.4		21.9		23.6		19.4		20.4		14.9		12.3		13.2		14.3		18.8		19.5		14.4						Brazauskas and Paulauskas coalition		16.4

				C. Jursenas		57.1		21.3		53.4		21.4		57.6		20.5		53.6		23.8		53.0		22.5		61.2		17.6		54.1		16.9		56.3		17.2		53.8		19.8		55.4		17.2		58.6		19.1		54.7		19.4		49.4		21.1						Education		65.3		6.5		69.5		6		66		5.7		68.7		5		70.5		6.5		68.4		7.2		62.9		7.3		66.6		6.7		69.6		5.9		+64.0		67.6		5.8		+61.8		65.0		9.0		62.8		8.0						November 2004		October 2004		September 2004		July 2004		June 2004		May 2004		April 2004		March 2004		February 2004		January 2004		December 2003		November		November		October										Viktor Uspaskich		16.8		18.8		15.3		14.1		15.8		16.9		14.6		11.8		12.5		14.4		14.1		14.9		5.6						R. Paksas coalition		9.8

				V. Uspaskich		50.4		25.7		50.3		24.4		52.1		21.7		58.4		17.8		61.7		17.1		56.6		18.7		52.8		21.0		53.8		19.4		55.1		20.2		58.2		15.7		59.8		16.5		58.0		18.6		-		-						Church		63.1		13.5		64.6		14.9		63.1		13.6		62.9		14.7		60.9		15.9		63.7		13.1		64.1		12.6		60.6		15.1		62.5		15.6		+45.0		62.9		16.0		+46.9		57.5		16.7		60.9		17.2				Labour party		33.0		28.6		26.2		29.1		28.1		25.0		23.6		20.2		21.5		20.7		20.2		22.5		16.3		-										Algirdas Brazauskas		16.2		21.2		14.4		14.8		14.4		17.5		24.1		22.9		22.0		19.8		23.3		16.4		15.5						Conservative party		8.6

				A. Brazauskas		48.2		33.4		43.1		33.6		53.6		25.9		53.1		29.0		50.7		30.3		60.5		22.5		57.1		22.9		56.3		25.2		55.3		27.2		57.7		22.5		53.8		28.3		46.7		32.5		45.8		34.7						Sodra		61.2		13.4		61.7		12.5		60.8		11.6		62.8		13.4		61.1		13.0		61.2		11.8		59.3		10.2		61.0		12.7		60.0		14.2		+48.1		58.9		13.1		+45.8		53.9		17.4		49.5		21.2				Conservative party		12.4		14.6		8.6		8.6		11.1		7.6		8.2		9.3		10.1		6.7		6.1		6.9		7.2		8.2										Andrius Kubilius		7.8		5.7		6.8		3.0		3.5		3.5		5.7		5.9		5.0		4.2		5.1		6.4		4.5						K. Prunskienes coalition		6.8

				K. Prunskiene		43.7		30.6		43.0		30.7		51.4		28.9		51.6		26.5		49.7		27.1		57.3		18.8		51.5		23.0		52.4		22.5		54.0		21.9		50.6		23.6		47.4		24.1		52.0		22.8		49.8		22.2						Army		58.7		9.4		59.5		11.2		62		9.4		62		10.5		57.6		10.9		60.3		11.6		59.3		10.2		58.7		12.1		57.1		10.4		+46.7		60.1		9.4		+50.7		54.1		11.1		54.9		14.2				Socialdemocratic party		11.9		-		16.4		11.5		13.5		12.7		16.8		16.7		15.5		15.5		14.9		13.0		13.6		16.1										Rolandas Paksas		7.5		8.5		10		8.0		9.9		13.4		10.0		14.1		14.4		16.9		13.4		12.7		23.5						Liberal and Central Union		2.8

				A. Valionis		42.6		9.8		34.4		15.3		37.9		14.5		36.4		14.4		39.8		15.1		44.2		12.6		37.9		14.5		31.9		20.5		36.2		13.0		38.1		12.1		41.2		11.2		35.7		10.8		32.7		12.7						President		53.4		20		51.3		21.5		44.6		24.7		26.1		36.4		24.9		37.7		23.0		53.7		33.1		43.2		34.2		39.5		36.0		38.6		-12.8		31.3		45.5		-14.2		34.1		35.5		53.1		19.0				Liberal and Central Union		6.8		9.1		2.8		5.8		5.6		5.6		4.5		5.2		5.2		4.8		5.4		6.6		7.7		8.7										Kazimiera Prunskiene		7.4		7.9		9.3		13.9		9.7		11.2		6.9		6.4		6.9		6.5		5.9		6.1		6.2						Christian Democrats		1.6

				A. Paulauskas		38.3		36.9		39.7		34.4		46.5		30.0		43.3		34.9		37.3		38.6		38.2		36.9		38.0		36.1		37.0		38.2		37.1		39.4		44.2		32.0		43.2		31.9		50.0		27.6		57.1		21.5						Banks		51.4		21.7		47.7		24.4		47.5		21.7		47.2		25.9		47.0		25.0		46.1		21.6		46.1		21.6		47.6		22.1		47.7		23.0		+22.0		42.0		26.3		+15.7		39.4		28.3		37.8		33.5				Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy		5.2		-		6.8		7.9		4.2		3.9		3.1		2.1		2.8		2.4		1.5		2.5		2.1		3.1										Ceslovas Jursenas		7.3		6		6.6		10.3		10.8		9.9		7.7		5.9		6.4		5.2		4.0		6.9		5.8						Conservative Christians Social Union		1.5

				A. Kubilius		35.4		37.4		30.4		35.1		25.7		39.8		29.8		41.0		30.1		40.1		31.0		38.8		31.4		36.0		30.0		39.7		26.7		44.8		29.9		38.7		33.8		38.8		33.3		32.9		31.8		31.0						Constitutional Court		50.4		14.9		51.6		15.8		52.9		16.2		52.3		19		52.0		17.6		55.7		15.3		52.3		13.0		51.5		15.1		57.0		8.2		+34.4		57.0		8.2		+48.8		49.6		12.6		47.7		13.8				Liberal Democratic  Party		3.2		-		9.8		4.0		5.7		7.2		6.0		7.0		8.3		9.2		7.5		6.6		6.7		9.7										Arturas Paulauskas		7.2		11		7		7.7		8.3		8.7		8.7		8.9		8.3		8.3		14.0		9.7		11.6						Polish Election Action		1.5

				G. Kirkilas		28.7		23.2																																																						Health Care		48.1		26.3		47.7		24.6		48.6		22.4		49.1		22.6		45.0		25.0		49.2		22.6		49.7		21.2		46.2		25.7		52.8		19.1		+20.0		50.9		22.2		+28.7		46.3		24.8		49.5		21.2				Polish Election Action		2.0		3.8		1.5		1.3		0.4		0.3		1.1		0.8		0.4		0.2		0.9		1.0		0.6		0.8										Vilija Blinkeviciute		5.5		7.1		8.5		8.5		15.9		11.8		6.6		3.0		3.4		3.3		2.1										Lithuanian Socialdemocratic  Union		1.1

				A. Zuokas		25.2		40.3		22.4		42.4		24.5		40.9		36.7		30.1		39.0		30.0		31.9		31.9		35.8		28.6		40.6		28.8		42.7		24.8		46.7		20.5		46.2		21.4		49.6		15.9		57.4		15.4						Mass media		47.5		19.8		51.5		15.8		46.2		22.3		50.2		20		48.2		21.9		44.8		23.2		44.9		20.3		46.4		22.1		46.8		20.8		+26.3		52.1		18.2		+33.9		56.3		14.5		61.0		13.2				New Union		1.6		-				3.2		4.9		4.0		3.4		3.1		3.1		3.0		4.6		3.3		4.7		7.0										Vytautas Grigaravicius		3.9		3.0		3.7		2.7		2.9		4.1		2.2		2.9		2.2		3.0		3.9		1.7								Lithuanian Freedom Union		0.1

				A. Butkevicius		23.5		17.9																																																						Municipalities		38.1		39		35.7		25.3		36.9		23		41.4		20.3		38.9		23.1		39.4		19.8		38.3		22.0		38.1		23.0		37.2		21.5		+15.8		38.9		21.0		+17.9		33.7		26.0		34.8		25.0				Christian Democrats						1.6		3.6		2.3		2.5		3.2		2.9		2.9		3.0		3.4		5.0		5.4		4.6										Julius Veselka		3.3		3.8		2.7		4.5		3		5.9		6.3		4.1		3.8														Would not vote, does not know		23.2

				V. Greicius		18.6		9.4		18.5		11.9		17.9		10.5		18.0		12.6		20.8		12.3		18.4		10.1		22.1		11.1		15.0		9.8		16.7		10.3		16.9		6.9		14.8		12.4		12.5		9.6		8.5		9.6						Police		33		33.6		31.3		34.4		30.1		34.5		34.5		31.9		30.4		36.2		31.9		32.0		32.2		34.3		29.9		36.3		35.3		31.7		-5.8		33.2		34.7		-1.5		27.7		38.2		32.2		34.6				Russian Union								0.6		0.6		0.6		0.4		0.5		0.8		1.4		0.8		0.9		0.8		0.9										Vytautas Lansbergis		2.6		2.7		2.8		3.3		3.3		3.7		4.1		5.1		3.5		3.2		2.8

				A. Klimavicius		18.5		16.5		18.3		20.3		18.7		18.1		16.5		17.0		18.0		18.6		18.8		17.5		18.8		17.5		16.9		15.9		20.5		15.1		16.1		13.9		15.9		18.8		15.0		15.6		14.1		15.5						Government		24.4		36.2		24.5		39.9		28.5		33.9		28.4		34.1		26.8		34.1		32.4		29.8		30.8		31.8		27.0		35.9		25.8		34.3		-7.3		26.0		33.2		-7.2		22.3		38.3		27.1		37.2				Lithuanian Freedom Union						0.1		0.1		0.1		0.6		0.4		0.3		0.4		1.0		0.7		0.7		1.1		0.4										Rasa Jukneviciene		1.8		0.7

				V. Mazuronis		14.3		30.9																																																						Courts		22.8		34.3		22.9		33.8		21.4		35.8		25.3		32		23.6		36.6		24.4		31.3		23.6		33.2		23.4		35.6		24.2		33.8		-13.0		24.5		33.9		-9.4		21.6		38.4		21.8		37.2				Would not vote, does not know		23.9		23.2				22.8		21.4		29.3		27.3		29.8		27.5		30.9		33.0		29.2		32.6		38.8										Arturas Zokas		1.7		2								1.9		2.1		2.8		4.4		1.8		3.7		4.2		5.0

				V. Prudnikovas		11.9		9.4																																																						Seimas		13		55.1		11.6		60.9		10.9		57.5		13.6		53.9		13.5		55.7		18.3		47.9		17.4		52.7		14.2		52.5		13.2		55.8		-42.2		17.0		49.2		-32.2		13.0		52.3		12.9		53.8																																										Petras Austrevicius		1.6		1.9		2		3		7.2		4.2		0.8

				Z. Balcytis		11.8		6.5																																																						Parties		6.6		65.8		5.5		68.6		5.4		65.3		6.8		65		5.0		69.5		5.2		66.9		5.6		64.6		5.3		67.3		5.0		68.8		-64.5		6.1		68.2		-62.1		2.7		70.2		7.1		66.2																																										Dalia Grybauskaite		1.3		0.8		1		2.4		2.3		5.8		3.2

				A. Kundrotas		10.7		10.6																																																																																																																																																				Eugenijus Gentvilas		1		0.4		1.1		2.6		1.3		1		1.7		2.7		4		2.6

				V. Muntianas		9.5		14.0																																																																																																																																																				Aloyzas Sakalas								2.1		2.3		2.8		3.5		4.3		4.5		4.7		7.1		2.6

				Z. Padaiga		9.0		7.8

				V. Tomasevskis		7.2		7.5

				R. Vaitkus		5.9		6.7

				G. Buzinskas		1.4		4.1

				D. Grybauskaite						59.4		9.2		59.4		9.2		58.9		9.6		64.1		8.4		59.3		8.9		54.3		8.5		56.9		7.4		55.1		9.6		37.3		15.6		37.4		17.8		33.9		17.1		34.8		21.6

				L. Linkevicius						36.7		12.9		42.4		10.6		40.2		12.3		39.3		12.0		48.3		10.0		40.1		12.3		37.3		11.9		39.3		12.1		37.9		13.1		43.3		11.5		39.5		10.7		36.7		12.0

				A. Monkevicius						26.0		13.9		24.5		11.9		25.4		12.3		26.5		12.4		26.4		9.8		27.4		10.5		21.9		10.2		22.7		12.5		20.9		10.7		22.6		10.0		21.5		12.6		23.3		12.0

				J. Olekas						25.6		37.1		28.0		33.7		32.3		32.3		30.5		35.3		34.9		27.0		32.5		28.6		34.2		27.8		36.7		26.8		35.1		27.1		31.8		30.3		29.9		30.3		37.3		24.6

				G. Vagnorius						18.7		40.3		21.4		40.9		22.8		42.5		19.5		44.7		21.1		40.1		24.1		34.6		22.9		40.2		22.3		39.0		23.5		37.9		23.4		41.6		25.0		18.7		35.6		40.2

				S. Buskevicius						16.0		20.9		15.6		21.5		15.1		27.0		17.2		25.2		17.6		23.0		13.0		28.0		13.8		27.1		14.9		25.0		17.6		22.2		14.6		26.0		16.1		24.9		14.9		25.2

				G.Steponavicius						13.0		22.5		17.0		22.7		21.7		17.4		24.6		21.5		22.4		18.2		23.3		18.3		21.0		18.7		20.1		20.0		23.5		13.5		28.7		12.2		19.9		12.2		18.1		13.6

				J. Kraujelis						12.8		28.6		14.2		23.7		12.3		28.2		17.8		25.8		17.8		25.8		15.2		26.2		15.5		27.4		15.0		28.4		14.1		28.4		15.8		30.7		13.1		29.6		18.4		32.0

				V. Sustauskas						10.2		67.3		10.3		68.1		9.7		72.2		8.5		75.0		11.5		72.6		9.0		70.4		9.4		26.9		10.3		72.9		13.3		64.4		12.3		68.6		12.5		67.9		10.6		69.3

				K. Bobelis										31.5		31.8		27.9		37.7		25.7		38.8		33.6		27.3		37.1		27.8		36.2		28.1		34.2		34.8		34.8		29.4		37.9		27.1		38.7		26.7		35.0		33.5

				V. Andriukaitis										13.4		47.2		22.9		32.1		26.4		30.8		31.3		27.2		30.2		25.4		28.3		28.2		30.9		27.1		33.5		25.9		32.8		25.8		31.9		27.9		32.0		27.4

				R. Paksas																		32.5		51.6		27.4		52.8		36.6		41.8		40.1		37.9		39.8		34.6		34.6		43.7		37.4		40.6		40.8		36.5		64.7		17.1

				M. Laurinkus																		25.8		34.0		25.8		34.0		28.3		29.3		26.9		33.1		27.5		32.6		32.0		27.6		32.0		27.6		32.2		23.3		-		-
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Positive

Negative



		Education		Education

		Church		Church

		Army		Army

		Sodra		Sodra

		Constitutional Court		Constitutional Court

		Health Care		Health Care

		Banks		Banks
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				Valuation of Politicians

						November 2004				September 2004				July 2004				June 2004				May 2004				April 2004				March 2004				February 2004				January 2004				December 2003				November 2003				November 2003				October 2003																																																																Valuation of political parties																																						Which Lithuanian politician represents people's interest the best

						Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative						Confidence in Institutions

				V. Grigaravicius		69.3		4.9		65.9		7.1		69.5		4.9		69.0		6.7		71.6		5.1		64.8		7.0		62.9		5.9		65.1		6.1		66.1		5.5		67.9		5.8		68.9		4.7		61.1		6.0		62.1		6.4								November 2004		November 2004		September 2004				July 2004				June 2004				May 2004				April 2004				March 2004				February 2004				January 2004						December 2003						November 2003				October 2003						For which party you would vote																																								November 2004		October 2004		September 2004		July 2004		June 2004		May 2004		April 2004		March 2004		February 2004		January 2004		December 2003		November 2003		October 2003								September 2004

				V. Adamkus		67.2		17		63.5		17.2		60.1		21.4		58.5		25.8																																																																																																																																																																								Labour party		26.2

				V. Blinkeviciute		60.1		14.4		52.4		17.3		57.2		17.9		58.2		16.0		57.7		14.8		60.6		12.4		51.7		14.5		46.1		18.1		48.2		17.5		40.7		21.1		42.2		21.7		38.1		25.1		38.8		25.6								Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust																																										Valdas Adamkus		20.3		20.4		21.9		23.6		19.4		20.4		14.9		12.3		13.2		14.3		18.8		19.5		14.4						Brazauskas and Paulauskas coalition		16.4

				C. Jursenas		57.1		21.3		53.4		21.4		57.6		20.5		53.6		23.8		53.0		22.5		61.2		17.6		54.1		16.9		56.3		17.2		53.8		19.8		55.4		17.2		58.6		19.1		54.7		19.4		49.4		21.1						Education		65.3		6.5		69.5		6		66		5.7		68.7		5		70.5		6.5		68.4		7.2		62.9		7.3		66.6		6.7		69.6		5.9		+64.0		67.6		5.8		+61.8		65.0		9.0		62.8		8.0						November 2004		October 2004		September 2004		July 2004		June 2004		May 2004		April 2004		March 2004		February 2004		January 2004		December 2003		November		November		October										Viktor Uspaskich		16.8		18.8		15.3		14.1		15.8		16.9		14.6		11.8		12.5		14.4		14.1		14.9		5.6						R. Paksas coalition		9.8

				V. Uspaskich		50.4		25.7		50.3		24.4		52.1		21.7		58.4		17.8		61.7		17.1		56.6		18.7		52.8		21.0		53.8		19.4		55.1		20.2		58.2		15.7		59.8		16.5		58.0		18.6		-		-						Church		63.1		13.5		64.6		14.9		63.1		13.6		62.9		14.7		60.9		15.9		63.7		13.1		64.1		12.6		60.6		15.1		62.5		15.6		+45.0		62.9		16.0		+46.9		57.5		16.7		60.9		17.2				Labour party		33.0		28.6		26.2		29.1		28.1		25.0		23.6		20.2		21.5		20.7		20.2		22.5		16.3		-										Algirdas Brazauskas		16.2		21.2		14.4		14.8		14.4		17.5		24.1		22.9		22.0		19.8		23.3		16.4		15.5						Conservative party		8.6

				A. Brazauskas		48.2		33.4		43.1		33.6		53.6		25.9		53.1		29.0		50.7		30.3		60.5		22.5		57.1		22.9		56.3		25.2		55.3		27.2		57.7		22.5		53.8		28.3		46.7		32.5		45.8		34.7						Sodra		61.2		13.4		61.7		12.5		60.8		11.6		62.8		13.4		61.1		13.0		61.2		11.8		59.3		10.2		61.0		12.7		60.0		14.2		+48.1		58.9		13.1		+45.8		53.9		17.4		49.5		21.2				Conservative party		12.4		14.6		8.6		8.6		11.1		7.6		8.2		9.3		10.1		6.7		6.1		6.9		7.2		8.2										Andrius Kubilius		7.8		5.7		6.8		3.0		3.5		3.5		5.7		5.9		5.0		4.2		5.1		6.4		4.5						K. Prunskienes coalition		6.8

				K. Prunskiene		43.7		30.6		43.0		30.7		51.4		28.9		51.6		26.5		49.7		27.1		57.3		18.8		51.5		23.0		52.4		22.5		54.0		21.9		50.6		23.6		47.4		24.1		52.0		22.8		49.8		22.2						Army		58.7		9.4		59.5		11.2		62		9.4		62		10.5		57.6		10.9		60.3		11.6		59.3		10.2		58.7		12.1		57.1		10.4		+46.7		60.1		9.4		+50.7		54.1		11.1		54.9		14.2				Socialdemocratic party		11.9		-		16.4		11.5		13.5		12.7		16.8		16.7		15.5		15.5		14.9		13.0		13.6		16.1										Rolandas Paksas		7.5		8.5		10		8.0		9.9		13.4		10.0		14.1		14.4		16.9		13.4		12.7		23.5						Liberal and Central Union		2.8

				A. Valionis		42.6		9.8		34.4		15.3		37.9		14.5		36.4		14.4		39.8		15.1		44.2		12.6		37.9		14.5		31.9		20.5		36.2		13.0		38.1		12.1		41.2		11.2		35.7		10.8		32.7		12.7						President		53.4		20		51.3		21.5		44.6		24.7		26.1		36.4		24.9		37.7		23.0		53.7		33.1		43.2		34.2		39.5		36.0		38.6		-12.8		31.3		45.5		-14.2		34.1		35.5		53.1		19.0				Liberal and Central Union		6.8		9.1		2.8		5.8		5.6		5.6		4.5		5.2		5.2		4.8		5.4		6.6		7.7		8.7										Kazimiera Prunskiene		7.4		7.9		9.3		13.9		9.7		11.2		6.9		6.4		6.9		6.5		5.9		6.1		6.2						Christian Democrats		1.6

				A. Paulauskas		38.3		36.9		39.7		34.4		46.5		30.0		43.3		34.9		37.3		38.6		38.2		36.9		38.0		36.1		37.0		38.2		37.1		39.4		44.2		32.0		43.2		31.9		50.0		27.6		57.1		21.5						Banks		51.4		21.7		47.7		24.4		47.5		21.7		47.2		25.9		47.0		25.0		46.1		21.6		46.1		21.6		47.6		22.1		47.7		23.0		+22.0		42.0		26.3		+15.7		39.4		28.3		37.8		33.5				Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy		5.2		-		6.8		7.9		4.2		3.9		3.1		2.1		2.8		2.4		1.5		2.5		2.1		3.1										Ceslovas Jursenas		7.3		6		6.6		10.3		10.8		9.9		7.7		5.9		6.4		5.2		4.0		6.9		5.8						Conservative Christians Social Union		1.5

				A. Kubilius		35.4		37.4		30.4		35.1		25.7		39.8		29.8		41.0		30.1		40.1		31.0		38.8		31.4		36.0		30.0		39.7		26.7		44.8		29.9		38.7		33.8		38.8		33.3		32.9		31.8		31.0						Constitutional Court		50.4		14.9		51.6		15.8		52.9		16.2		52.3		19		52.0		17.6		55.7		15.3		52.3		13.0		51.5		15.1		57.0		8.2		+34.4		57.0		8.2		+48.8		49.6		12.6		47.7		13.8				Liberal Democratic  Party		3.2		-		9.8		4.0		5.7		7.2		6.0		7.0		8.3		9.2		7.5		6.6		6.7		9.7										Arturas Paulauskas		7.2		11		7		7.7		8.3		8.7		8.7		8.9		8.3		8.3		14.0		9.7		11.6						Polish Election Action		1.5

				G. Kirkilas		28.7		23.2																																																						Health Care		48.1		26.3		47.7		24.6		48.6		22.4		49.1		22.6		45.0		25.0		49.2		22.6		49.7		21.2		46.2		25.7		52.8		19.1		+20.0		50.9		22.2		+28.7		46.3		24.8		49.5		21.2				Polish Election Action		2.0		3.8		1.5		1.3		0.4		0.3		1.1		0.8		0.4		0.2		0.9		1.0		0.6		0.8										Vilija Blinkeviciute		5.5		7.1		8.5		8.5		15.9		11.8		6.6		3.0		3.4		3.3		2.1										Lithuanian Socialdemocratic  Union		1.1

				A. Zuokas		25.2		40.3		22.4		42.4		24.5		40.9		36.7		30.1		39.0		30.0		31.9		31.9		35.8		28.6		40.6		28.8		42.7		24.8		46.7		20.5		46.2		21.4		49.6		15.9		57.4		15.4						Mass media		47.5		19.8		51.5		15.8		46.2		22.3		50.2		20		48.2		21.9		44.8		23.2		44.9		20.3		46.4		22.1		46.8		20.8		+26.3		52.1		18.2		+33.9		56.3		14.5		61.0		13.2				New Union		1.6		-				3.2		4.9		4.0		3.4		3.1		3.1		3.0		4.6		3.3		4.7		7.0										Vytautas Grigaravicius		3.9		3.0		3.7		2.7		2.9		4.1		2.2		2.9		2.2		3.0		3.9		1.7								Lithuanian Freedom Union		0.1

				A. Butkevicius		23.5		17.9																																																						Municipalities		38.1		39		35.7		25.3		36.9		23		41.4		20.3		38.9		23.1		39.4		19.8		38.3		22.0		38.1		23.0		37.2		21.5		+15.8		38.9		21.0		+17.9		33.7		26.0		34.8		25.0				Christian Democrats						1.6		3.6		2.3		2.5		3.2		2.9		2.9		3.0		3.4		5.0		5.4		4.6										Julius Veselka		3.3		3.8		2.7		4.5		3		5.9		6.3		4.1		3.8														Would not vote, does not know		23.2

				V. Greicius		18.6		9.4		18.5		11.9		17.9		10.5		18.0		12.6		20.8		12.3		18.4		10.1		22.1		11.1		15.0		9.8		16.7		10.3		16.9		6.9		14.8		12.4		12.5		9.6		8.5		9.6						Police		33		33.6		31.3		34.4		30.1		34.5		34.5		31.9		30.4		36.2		31.9		32.0		32.2		34.3		29.9		36.3		35.3		31.7		-5.8		33.2		34.7		-1.5		27.7		38.2		32.2		34.6				Russian Union								0.6		0.6		0.6		0.4		0.5		0.8		1.4		0.8		0.9		0.8		0.9										Vytautas Lansbergis		2.6		2.7		2.8		3.3		3.3		3.7		4.1		5.1		3.5		3.2		2.8

				A. Klimavicius		18.5		16.5		18.3		20.3		18.7		18.1		16.5		17.0		18.0		18.6		18.8		17.5		18.8		17.5		16.9		15.9		20.5		15.1		16.1		13.9		15.9		18.8		15.0		15.6		14.1		15.5						Government		24.4		36.2		24.5		39.9		28.5		33.9		28.4		34.1		26.8		34.1		32.4		29.8		30.8		31.8		27.0		35.9		25.8		34.3		-7.3		26.0		33.2		-7.2		22.3		38.3		27.1		37.2				Lithuanian Freedom Union						0.1		0.1		0.1		0.6		0.4		0.3		0.4		1.0		0.7		0.7		1.1		0.4										Rasa Jukneviciene		1.8		0.7

				V. Mazuronis		14.3		30.9																																																						Courts		22.8		34.3		22.9		33.8		21.4		35.8		25.3		32		23.6		36.6		24.4		31.3		23.6		33.2		23.4		35.6		24.2		33.8		-13.0		24.5		33.9		-9.4		21.6		38.4		21.8		37.2				Would not vote, does not know		23.9		23.2				22.8		21.4		29.3		27.3		29.8		27.5		30.9		33.0		29.2		32.6		38.8										Arturas Zokas		1.7		2								1.9		2.1		2.8		4.4		1.8		3.7		4.2		5.0

				V. Prudnikovas		11.9		9.4																																																						Seimas		13		55.1		11.6		60.9		10.9		57.5		13.6		53.9		13.5		55.7		18.3		47.9		17.4		52.7		14.2		52.5		13.2		55.8		-42.2		17.0		49.2		-32.2		13.0		52.3		12.9		53.8																																										Petras Austrevicius		1.6		1.9		2		3		7.2		4.2		0.8

				Z. Balcytis		11.8		6.5																																																						Parties		6.6		65.8		5.5		68.6		5.4		65.3		6.8		65		5.0		69.5		5.2		66.9		5.6		64.6		5.3		67.3		5.0		68.8		-64.5		6.1		68.2		-62.1		2.7		70.2		7.1		66.2																																										Dalia Grybauskaite		1.3		0.8		1		2.4		2.3		5.8		3.2

				A. Kundrotas		10.7		10.6																																																																																																																																																				Eugenijus Gentvilas		1		0.4		1.1		2.6		1.3		1		1.7		2.7		4		2.6

				V. Muntianas		9.5		14.0																																																																																																																																																				Aloyzas Sakalas								2.1		2.3		2.8		3.5		4.3		4.5		4.7		7.1		2.6

				Z. Padaiga		9.0		7.8

				V. Tomasevskis		7.2		7.5

				R. Vaitkus		5.9		6.7

				G. Buzinskas		1.4		4.1

				D. Grybauskaite						59.4		9.2		59.4		9.2		58.9		9.6		64.1		8.4		59.3		8.9		54.3		8.5		56.9		7.4		55.1		9.6		37.3		15.6		37.4		17.8		33.9		17.1		34.8		21.6

				L. Linkevicius						36.7		12.9		42.4		10.6		40.2		12.3		39.3		12.0		48.3		10.0		40.1		12.3		37.3		11.9		39.3		12.1		37.9		13.1		43.3		11.5		39.5		10.7		36.7		12.0

				A. Monkevicius						26.0		13.9		24.5		11.9		25.4		12.3		26.5		12.4		26.4		9.8		27.4		10.5		21.9		10.2		22.7		12.5		20.9		10.7		22.6		10.0		21.5		12.6		23.3		12.0

				J. Olekas						25.6		37.1		28.0		33.7		32.3		32.3		30.5		35.3		34.9		27.0		32.5		28.6		34.2		27.8		36.7		26.8		35.1		27.1		31.8		30.3		29.9		30.3		37.3		24.6

				G. Vagnorius						18.7		40.3		21.4		40.9		22.8		42.5		19.5		44.7		21.1		40.1		24.1		34.6		22.9		40.2		22.3		39.0		23.5		37.9		23.4		41.6		25.0		18.7		35.6		40.2

				S. Buskevicius						16.0		20.9		15.6		21.5		15.1		27.0		17.2		25.2		17.6		23.0		13.0		28.0		13.8		27.1		14.9		25.0		17.6		22.2		14.6		26.0		16.1		24.9		14.9		25.2

				G.Steponavicius						13.0		22.5		17.0		22.7		21.7		17.4		24.6		21.5		22.4		18.2		23.3		18.3		21.0		18.7		20.1		20.0		23.5		13.5		28.7		12.2		19.9		12.2		18.1		13.6

				J. Kraujelis						12.8		28.6		14.2		23.7		12.3		28.2		17.8		25.8		17.8		25.8		15.2		26.2		15.5		27.4		15.0		28.4		14.1		28.4		15.8		30.7		13.1		29.6		18.4		32.0

				V. Sustauskas						10.2		67.3		10.3		68.1		9.7		72.2		8.5		75.0		11.5		72.6		9.0		70.4		9.4		26.9		10.3		72.9		13.3		64.4		12.3		68.6		12.5		67.9		10.6		69.3

				K. Bobelis										31.5		31.8		27.9		37.7		25.7		38.8		33.6		27.3		37.1		27.8		36.2		28.1		34.2		34.8		34.8		29.4		37.9		27.1		38.7		26.7		35.0		33.5

				V. Andriukaitis										13.4		47.2		22.9		32.1		26.4		30.8		31.3		27.2		30.2		25.4		28.3		28.2		30.9		27.1		33.5		25.9		32.8		25.8		31.9		27.9		32.0		27.4

				R. Paksas																		32.5		51.6		27.4		52.8		36.6		41.8		40.1		37.9		39.8		34.6		34.6		43.7		37.4		40.6		40.8		36.5		64.7		17.1

				M. Laurinkus																		25.8		34.0		25.8		34.0		28.3		29.3		26.9		33.1		27.5		32.6		32.0		27.6		32.0		27.6		32.2		23.3		-		-
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				Valuation of Politicians

						November 2004				September 2004				July 2004				June 2004				May 2004				April 2004				March 2004				February 2004				January 2004				December 2003				November 2003				November 2003				October 2003																																																																Valuation of political parties																																						Which Lithuanian politician represents people's interest the best

						Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative						Confidence in Institutions

				V. Grigaravicius		69.3		4.9		65.9		7.1		69.5		4.9		69.0		6.7		71.6		5.1		64.8		7.0		62.9		5.9		65.1		6.1		66.1		5.5		67.9		5.8		68.9		4.7		61.1		6.0		62.1		6.4								November 2004		November 2004		September 2004				July 2004				June 2004				May 2004				April 2004				March 2004				February 2004				January 2004						December 2003						November 2003				October 2003						For which party you would vote																																								November 2004		October 2004		September 2004		July 2004		June 2004		May 2004		April 2004		March 2004		February 2004		January 2004		December 2003		November 2003		October 2003								September 2004

				V. Adamkus		67.2		17		63.5		17.2		60.1		21.4		58.5		25.8																																																																																																																																																																								Labour party		26.2

				V. Blinkeviciute		60.1		14.4		52.4		17.3		57.2		17.9		58.2		16.0		57.7		14.8		60.6		12.4		51.7		14.5		46.1		18.1		48.2		17.5		40.7		21.1		42.2		21.7		38.1		25.1		38.8		25.6								Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust																																										Valdas Adamkus		20.3		20.4		21.9		23.6		19.4		20.4		14.9		12.3		13.2		14.3		18.8		19.5		14.4						Brazauskas and Paulauskas coalition		16.4

				C. Jursenas		57.1		21.3		53.4		21.4		57.6		20.5		53.6		23.8		53.0		22.5		61.2		17.6		54.1		16.9		56.3		17.2		53.8		19.8		55.4		17.2		58.6		19.1		54.7		19.4		49.4		21.1						Education		65.3		6.5		69.5		6		66		5.7		68.7		5		70.5		6.5		68.4		7.2		62.9		7.3		66.6		6.7		69.6		5.9		+64.0		67.6		5.8		+61.8		65.0		9.0		62.8		8.0						November 2004		October 2004		September 2004		July 2004		June 2004		May 2004		April 2004		March 2004		February 2004		January 2004		December 2003		November		November		October										Viktor Uspaskich		16.8		18.8		15.3		14.1		15.8		16.9		14.6		11.8		12.5		14.4		14.1		14.9		5.6						R. Paksas coalition		9.8

				V. Uspaskich		50.4		25.7		50.3		24.4		52.1		21.7		58.4		17.8		61.7		17.1		56.6		18.7		52.8		21.0		53.8		19.4		55.1		20.2		58.2		15.7		59.8		16.5		58.0		18.6		-		-						Church		63.1		13.5		64.6		14.9		63.1		13.6		62.9		14.7		60.9		15.9		63.7		13.1		64.1		12.6		60.6		15.1		62.5		15.6		+45.0		62.9		16.0		+46.9		57.5		16.7		60.9		17.2				Labour party		33.0		28.6		26.2		29.1		28.1		25.0		23.6		20.2		21.5		20.7		20.2		22.5		16.3		-										Algirdas Brazauskas		16.2		21.2		14.4		14.8		14.4		17.5		24.1		22.9		22.0		19.8		23.3		16.4		15.5						Conservative party		8.6

				A. Brazauskas		48.2		33.4		43.1		33.6		53.6		25.9		53.1		29.0		50.7		30.3		60.5		22.5		57.1		22.9		56.3		25.2		55.3		27.2		57.7		22.5		53.8		28.3		46.7		32.5		45.8		34.7						Sodra		61.2		13.4		61.7		12.5		60.8		11.6		62.8		13.4		61.1		13.0		61.2		11.8		59.3		10.2		61.0		12.7		60.0		14.2		+48.1		58.9		13.1		+45.8		53.9		17.4		49.5		21.2				Conservative party		12.4		14.6		8.6		8.6		11.1		7.6		8.2		9.3		10.1		6.7		6.1		6.9		7.2		8.2										Andrius Kubilius		7.8		5.7		6.8		3.0		3.5		3.5		5.7		5.9		5.0		4.2		5.1		6.4		4.5						K. Prunskienes coalition		6.8

				K. Prunskiene		43.7		30.6		43.0		30.7		51.4		28.9		51.6		26.5		49.7		27.1		57.3		18.8		51.5		23.0		52.4		22.5		54.0		21.9		50.6		23.6		47.4		24.1		52.0		22.8		49.8		22.2						Army		58.7		9.4		59.5		11.2		62		9.4		62		10.5		57.6		10.9		60.3		11.6		59.3		10.2		58.7		12.1		57.1		10.4		+46.7		60.1		9.4		+50.7		54.1		11.1		54.9		14.2				Socialdemocratic party		11.9		-		16.4		11.5		13.5		12.7		16.8		16.7		15.5		15.5		14.9		13.0		13.6		16.1										Rolandas Paksas		7.5		8.5		10		8.0		9.9		13.4		10.0		14.1		14.4		16.9		13.4		12.7		23.5						Liberal and Central Union		2.8

				A. Valionis		42.6		9.8		34.4		15.3		37.9		14.5		36.4		14.4		39.8		15.1		44.2		12.6		37.9		14.5		31.9		20.5		36.2		13.0		38.1		12.1		41.2		11.2		35.7		10.8		32.7		12.7						President		53.4		20		51.3		21.5		44.6		24.7		26.1		36.4		24.9		37.7		23.0		53.7		33.1		43.2		34.2		39.5		36.0		38.6		-12.8		31.3		45.5		-14.2		34.1		35.5		53.1		19.0				Liberal and Central Union		6.8		9.1		2.8		5.8		5.6		5.6		4.5		5.2		5.2		4.8		5.4		6.6		7.7		8.7										Kazimiera Prunskiene		7.4		7.9		9.3		13.9		9.7		11.2		6.9		6.4		6.9		6.5		5.9		6.1		6.2						Christian Democrats		1.6

				A. Paulauskas		38.3		36.9		39.7		34.4		46.5		30.0		43.3		34.9		37.3		38.6		38.2		36.9		38.0		36.1		37.0		38.2		37.1		39.4		44.2		32.0		43.2		31.9		50.0		27.6		57.1		21.5						Banks		51.4		21.7		47.7		24.4		47.5		21.7		47.2		25.9		47.0		25.0		46.1		21.6		46.1		21.6		47.6		22.1		47.7		23.0		+22.0		42.0		26.3		+15.7		39.4		28.3		37.8		33.5				Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy		5.2		-		6.8		7.9		4.2		3.9		3.1		2.1		2.8		2.4		1.5		2.5		2.1		3.1										Ceslovas Jursenas		7.3		6		6.6		10.3		10.8		9.9		7.7		5.9		6.4		5.2		4.0		6.9		5.8						Conservative Christians Social Union		1.5

				A. Kubilius		35.4		37.4		30.4		35.1		25.7		39.8		29.8		41.0		30.1		40.1		31.0		38.8		31.4		36.0		30.0		39.7		26.7		44.8		29.9		38.7		33.8		38.8		33.3		32.9		31.8		31.0						Constitutional Court		50.4		14.9		51.6		15.8		52.9		16.2		52.3		19		52.0		17.6		55.7		15.3		52.3		13.0		51.5		15.1		57.0		8.2		+34.4		57.0		8.2		+48.8		49.6		12.6		47.7		13.8				Liberal Democratic  Party		3.2		-		9.8		4.0		5.7		7.2		6.0		7.0		8.3		9.2		7.5		6.6		6.7		9.7										Arturas Paulauskas		7.2		11		7		7.7		8.3		8.7		8.7		8.9		8.3		8.3		14.0		9.7		11.6						Polish Election Action		1.5

				G. Kirkilas		28.7		23.2																																																						Health Care		48.1		26.3		47.7		24.6		48.6		22.4		49.1		22.6		45.0		25.0		49.2		22.6		49.7		21.2		46.2		25.7		52.8		19.1		+20.0		50.9		22.2		+28.7		46.3		24.8		49.5		21.2				Polish Election Action		2.0		3.8		1.5		1.3		0.4		0.3		1.1		0.8		0.4		0.2		0.9		1.0		0.6		0.8										Vilija Blinkeviciute		5.5		7.1		8.5		8.5		15.9		11.8		6.6		3.0		3.4		3.3		2.1										Lithuanian Socialdemocratic  Union		1.1

				A. Zuokas		25.2		40.3		22.4		42.4		24.5		40.9		36.7		30.1		39.0		30.0		31.9		31.9		35.8		28.6		40.6		28.8		42.7		24.8		46.7		20.5		46.2		21.4		49.6		15.9		57.4		15.4						Mass media		47.5		19.8		51.5		15.8		46.2		22.3		50.2		20		48.2		21.9		44.8		23.2		44.9		20.3		46.4		22.1		46.8		20.8		+26.3		52.1		18.2		+33.9		56.3		14.5		61.0		13.2				New Union		1.6		-				3.2		4.9		4.0		3.4		3.1		3.1		3.0		4.6		3.3		4.7		7.0										Vytautas Grigaravicius		3.9		3.0		3.7		2.7		2.9		4.1		2.2		2.9		2.2		3.0		3.9		1.7								Lithuanian Freedom Union		0.1

				A. Butkevicius		23.5		17.9																																																						Municipalities		38.1		39		35.7		25.3		36.9		23		41.4		20.3		38.9		23.1		39.4		19.8		38.3		22.0		38.1		23.0		37.2		21.5		+15.8		38.9		21.0		+17.9		33.7		26.0		34.8		25.0				Christian Democrats						1.6		3.6		2.3		2.5		3.2		2.9		2.9		3.0		3.4		5.0		5.4		4.6										Julius Veselka		3.3		3.8		2.7		4.5		3		5.9		6.3		4.1		3.8														Would not vote, does not know		23.2

				V. Greicius		18.6		9.4		18.5		11.9		17.9		10.5		18.0		12.6		20.8		12.3		18.4		10.1		22.1		11.1		15.0		9.8		16.7		10.3		16.9		6.9		14.8		12.4		12.5		9.6		8.5		9.6						Police		33		33.6		31.3		34.4		30.1		34.5		34.5		31.9		30.4		36.2		31.9		32.0		32.2		34.3		29.9		36.3		35.3		31.7		-5.8		33.2		34.7		-1.5		27.7		38.2		32.2		34.6				Russian Union								0.6		0.6		0.6		0.4		0.5		0.8		1.4		0.8		0.9		0.8		0.9										Vytautas Lansbergis		2.6		2.7		2.8		3.3		3.3		3.7		4.1		5.1		3.5		3.2		2.8

				A. Klimavicius		18.5		16.5		18.3		20.3		18.7		18.1		16.5		17.0		18.0		18.6		18.8		17.5		18.8		17.5		16.9		15.9		20.5		15.1		16.1		13.9		15.9		18.8		15.0		15.6		14.1		15.5						Government		24.4		36.2		24.5		39.9		28.5		33.9		28.4		34.1		26.8		34.1		32.4		29.8		30.8		31.8		27.0		35.9		25.8		34.3		-7.3		26.0		33.2		-7.2		22.3		38.3		27.1		37.2				Lithuanian Freedom Union						0.1		0.1		0.1		0.6		0.4		0.3		0.4		1.0		0.7		0.7		1.1		0.4										Rasa Jukneviciene		1.8		0.7

				V. Mazuronis		14.3		30.9																																																						Courts		22.8		34.3		22.9		33.8		21.4		35.8		25.3		32		23.6		36.6		24.4		31.3		23.6		33.2		23.4		35.6		24.2		33.8		-13.0		24.5		33.9		-9.4		21.6		38.4		21.8		37.2				Would not vote, does not know		23.9		23.2				22.8		21.4		29.3		27.3		29.8		27.5		30.9		33.0		29.2		32.6		38.8										Arturas Zokas		1.7		2								1.9		2.1		2.8		4.4		1.8		3.7		4.2		5.0

				V. Prudnikovas		11.9		9.4																																																						Seimas		13		55.1		11.6		60.9		10.9		57.5		13.6		53.9		13.5		55.7		18.3		47.9		17.4		52.7		14.2		52.5		13.2		55.8		-42.2		17.0		49.2		-32.2		13.0		52.3		12.9		53.8																																										Petras Austrevicius		1.6		1.9		2		3		7.2		4.2		0.8

				Z. Balcytis		11.8		6.5																																																						Parties		6.6		65.8		5.5		68.6		5.4		65.3		6.8		65		5.0		69.5		5.2		66.9		5.6		64.6		5.3		67.3		5.0		68.8		-64.5		6.1		68.2		-62.1		2.7		70.2		7.1		66.2																																										Dalia Grybauskaite		1.3		0.8		1		2.4		2.3		5.8		3.2

				A. Kundrotas		10.7		10.6																																																																																																																																																				Eugenijus Gentvilas		1		0.4		1.1		2.6		1.3		1		1.7		2.7		4		2.6

				V. Muntianas		9.5		14.0																																																																																																																																																				Aloyzas Sakalas								2.1		2.3		2.8		3.5		4.3		4.5		4.7		7.1		2.6

				Z. Padaiga		9.0		7.8

				V. Tomasevskis		7.2		7.5

				R. Vaitkus		5.9		6.7

				G. Buzinskas		1.4		4.1

				D. Grybauskaite						59.4		9.2		59.4		9.2		58.9		9.6		64.1		8.4		59.3		8.9		54.3		8.5		56.9		7.4		55.1		9.6		37.3		15.6		37.4		17.8		33.9		17.1		34.8		21.6

				L. Linkevicius						36.7		12.9		42.4		10.6		40.2		12.3		39.3		12.0		48.3		10.0		40.1		12.3		37.3		11.9		39.3		12.1		37.9		13.1		43.3		11.5		39.5		10.7		36.7		12.0

				A. Monkevicius						26.0		13.9		24.5		11.9		25.4		12.3		26.5		12.4		26.4		9.8		27.4		10.5		21.9		10.2		22.7		12.5		20.9		10.7		22.6		10.0		21.5		12.6		23.3		12.0

				J. Olekas						25.6		37.1		28.0		33.7		32.3		32.3		30.5		35.3		34.9		27.0		32.5		28.6		34.2		27.8		36.7		26.8		35.1		27.1		31.8		30.3		29.9		30.3		37.3		24.6

				G. Vagnorius						18.7		40.3		21.4		40.9		22.8		42.5		19.5		44.7		21.1		40.1		24.1		34.6		22.9		40.2		22.3		39.0		23.5		37.9		23.4		41.6		25.0		18.7		35.6		40.2

				S. Buskevicius						16.0		20.9		15.6		21.5		15.1		27.0		17.2		25.2		17.6		23.0		13.0		28.0		13.8		27.1		14.9		25.0		17.6		22.2		14.6		26.0		16.1		24.9		14.9		25.2

				G.Steponavicius						13.0		22.5		17.0		22.7		21.7		17.4		24.6		21.5		22.4		18.2		23.3		18.3		21.0		18.7		20.1		20.0		23.5		13.5		28.7		12.2		19.9		12.2		18.1		13.6

				J. Kraujelis						12.8		28.6		14.2		23.7		12.3		28.2		17.8		25.8		17.8		25.8		15.2		26.2		15.5		27.4		15.0		28.4		14.1		28.4		15.8		30.7		13.1		29.6		18.4		32.0

				V. Sustauskas						10.2		67.3		10.3		68.1		9.7		72.2		8.5		75.0		11.5		72.6		9.0		70.4		9.4		26.9		10.3		72.9		13.3		64.4		12.3		68.6		12.5		67.9		10.6		69.3

				K. Bobelis										31.5		31.8		27.9		37.7		25.7		38.8		33.6		27.3		37.1		27.8		36.2		28.1		34.2		34.8		34.8		29.4		37.9		27.1		38.7		26.7		35.0		33.5

				V. Andriukaitis										13.4		47.2		22.9		32.1		26.4		30.8		31.3		27.2		30.2		25.4		28.3		28.2		30.9		27.1		33.5		25.9		32.8		25.8		31.9		27.9		32.0		27.4

				R. Paksas																		32.5		51.6		27.4		52.8		36.6		41.8		40.1		37.9		39.8		34.6		34.6		43.7		37.4		40.6		40.8		36.5		64.7		17.1

				M. Laurinkus																		25.8		34.0		25.8		34.0		28.3		29.3		26.9		33.1		27.5		32.6		32.0		27.6		32.0		27.6		32.2		23.3		-		-
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