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Political News

The president signed a decree to endorse the government which consist of following persons:

Gintautas Bužinskas  - Minister of Justice

Remigijus Motuzas - Minister of Education and Science

Žilvinas Padaiga - Minister of Health Care

Antanas Valionis  - Minister of Foreign Affairs

Gediminas Kirkilas - Minister of National Defence

Arūnas Kundrotas - Minister of Environment 

Zigmantas Balčytis  - Minister of Transport 

Algirdas Butkevičius - Minister of Finance 

Gintaras Jonas Furmanavičius - Minister of the Interior

Vilija Blinkevičiūtė - Minister of Social Security and Labour

Viktor Uspaskich  - Minister of Economy

Vladimiras Prudnikovas - Minister of Culture

Kazimira Danutė Prunskienė - Minister of Agriculture

Almost last minute Prime Minister had to replace Minister of Education he offered, rector of Music Academy Mr. Antanavicius, who changed his mind and decided to refuse proposal to become a minister. Also President Adamkus did not confirm Viktoras Muntianas as a minister of interior affairs. Mr. Muntianas got a seat of Seimas deputy chairman instead. 

Seimas deputy chairmen are: 

Česlovas Jursenas, Viktoras Muntianas, Alfredas Pekeliunas

Elected chairmen of the Seimas Committees are: 

Committee on Environment Protection – Antanas Bosas

Committee on Budget and Finance – Jonas Lionginas

Committee on Economics – Vytas Navickas

Committee on European Affairs – Alfredas Pekeliunas 

Committee of the Development of Information Society – Irena Siauliene

Committee on Rural Affairs – Jonas Jagminas

Committee on National Security and Defence – Alvydas Sadeckas 

Committee on Social Affairs and Labour – Algirdas Sysas 

Committee on Health Affairs – Dangute Mikutiene

Committee on Education, Science and Culture – Vydas Gedvilas

Committee on Foreign Affairs – Justinas Karosas

Committee on State Administration and Local Authorities - Stasys Mikelis

Committee on Human Rights – Zita Zvikiene

Committee on Legal Affairs – Julius Sabatauskas 

Committee on Audit – Arturas Skardzius 

Seimas approved heads of Lithuanian delegations at Parliamentary Assemblies (PA) of NATO and Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Social Democrat Juozas Olekas will head the group at NATO PA, and Labour Party member Virginijus Domarkas will be the leader of the Lithuanian delegation at the PA of OSCE. Juozas Olekas heads the Social Democrats' Parliamentary group and works in the Health Care Committee. He was also a member of the 2000-2004 Parliament and worked as Health Minister. Virginijus Domarkas is a member of the largest Labour Party faction and works in the Foreign Affairs Committee. Before election to the Parliament, he was deputy mayor of the western Kretinga district.

Not only the right-wing opposition but also financial and market analysts refer to the new government program presented by P. Algirdas Brazauskas as a compilation of wishful thinking and abstract slogans. It contains many goals that contradict each other. According to specialists, the programme does not contain any definite commitments ensuring the country’s economic development in the future. 

The new ruling majority is promising to increase the minimum pay and pensions, but experts do not see where the money will come from. Some analysts say the government is avoiding specific commitments on purpose, to get away from criticism. 

This may be the result of insufficient time for the coordination of a specific four-year vision between the coalition partners. Some analysts say that program is outdated and at present the government has the concentrate on completely different problems. The programme does not mention the greatest existing threats to the national economy, such as intensive emigration and low level of investments. Strategic aim of the government are not define, that could be encouragement of investments, which could help overcome poverty as the current economic growth factors are close to exhausting themselves. 

On 14 December, Lithuania's Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee approved the Governmental programme.  "The Governmental programme allows pursuing such a foreign policy which would give Lithuania maximum benefit," Foreign Minister Antanas Valionis said at the committee's meeting, restating that Lithuania would seek to become "regional leader." 

Representatives of the Homeland Union and the Liberal and Centre factions, which intend to declare themselves as opposition parties, admitted that the part of the Governmental program dedicated to national security and foreign policy was among the best. The current programme says that the country's economic and financial situation will have to be taken into consideration when settling the issue of introduction of the euro, with no specific dates set. Lithuania will adopt the euro after it meets macroeconomic criteria, and will be among the first countries to join the Schenghen Area.

The European Commission (EC) has instructed the Budget Directorate to transfer 49.6 m Euro to an account at the Lithuanian National bank under the Schenghen facility for better controls at the EU's external borders by the end of this year. The funds would help Lithuania to strengthen the EU's external border controls and join the Schenghen area in 2007. All new EU members are committed to becoming part of the Schenghen area, which aims to remove all internal border controls between signatory states.

Leaders of the opposition Homeland Union (Conservative Party) and Liberal Centrist factions signed an agreement on cooperating within the parliamentary opposition, the first such coalition in the history of the Seimas. These parties stated that this agreement will dispel the myth in recent years that center-right forces cannot agree on joint work. 

The opposition coalition, which has almost one-third of all Seimas members (45 Seimas members), will coordinate decisions at a coalition council. The council will be comprised of three representatives from each faction, an opposition leader and a deputy parliamentary chairman of the opposition.

Under the agreement, both the opposition leader and the deputy parliamentary chairman will be able to speak on behalf of the coalition only on jointly coordinated issues.

On 18 November, the European Parliament approved the new European Commission in which all 25 EU members have a representative for five-year tenure and Dalia Grybauskaitė of Lithuania became a Commissioner of Budget and Finances. 

Lithuanian President Valdas Adamkus together with Polish Presidents, Aleksander Kwasniewski and EU’s foreign policy chief Javier Solana successfully mediated in the negotiations between the two Ukrainian Presidential candidates – opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko and Viktor Yanukovich in an effort to find a peaceful solution to the post-election political conflict and to persuade both conflicting parties for repeated voting as the only way out of the political crisis. The President also stressed the need to carry out some reforms before the repeated ballot - form a new election authority and revise some procedural matters that paved the way for forgery of ballots in the recent polls. 

The Lithuanian president was accompanied by Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Albinas Januska and foreign policy adviser Edminas Bagdonas.

Lithuanian Ambassador to NATO Gintė Damušytė conveyed to the President’s Office the NATO’s assessment that it applauds the contribution of the country and its President Valdas Adamkus to the efforts to resolve the political crisis in Ukraine. Although NATO has not issued official statements on the matter yet, Lithuania's role in the search for a way out of the political crisis in post-election Ukraine is hailed during various informal conversations. The EU favours Lithuania's contribution in Ukraine as well. EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana has personally thanked Valdas Adamkus for his goodwill and activity. 

Also EU ministers of foreign affairs attending the EU General Affairs and External Relations Council meeting thanked the President of Lithuania Valdas Adamkus, the President of Poland Aleksander Kwasniewski and the EU High Representative Javier Solana for their contribution to settlement of the crisis, which evolved in Ukraine after presidential elections. 

However, some EC members criticized these efforts, saying that Lithuania and Poland were acting under influence of USA.

Norwegian armed forces handed over short-range air defense missile system RBS-70 to Lithuania to strengthen the country's air defense capacities. The brand new equipment received by the Lithuanian Armed Forces free of charge was estimated at approximately 135 m litas. The handover of the dispatch, which includes 20 launching gears, five NATO-standard Giraffe radars and 260 MK3-modification missiles, took place at the premises of Lithuanian Air Defence Battalion near the country's northern city Šiauliai under an agreement signed between Lithuanian and Norwegian defense ministries in Karmėlava in April this year. Air Defence Battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Remigijus Daujotis indicated that the new complexes will be used for the battalion's one unit that will be deployed near the country's Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant.  Military experts say the purchase of RBS-70 systems indicates a qualitative leap in the defense of the Lithuanian air space and the transfer of the Air Defence Battalion from anti-aircraft artillery to missile systems. 

Defense Minister Gediminas Kirkilas told a visiting military delegation from the European Union that Lithuania is ready to take part in the development of the rapid-reaction troops. The joint Polish-led group might be founded after 2009, the Defense Ministry said. 

Kirkilas met with the EU's military committee chairman, General Rolando Mosca Moschini, as part of the latter's official visit to Vilnius. According to the ministry's press release, Lithuania is also ready to assign military capabilities to the joint group along with the Netherlands, Germany and Finland, though the Baltic country's specific contribution still under discussion.

A total of 13 high-readiness multinational combat groups for independent conduct of operations are to be established by the EU. The first two should be formed next year, and the following two in 2006.

The Baltic presidents have appealed to the European Commission, proposing to build a new gas pipeline from Russia's Siberia to Western Europe via the Baltics. The three leaders discussed gas and energy sector integration during a meeting in Vilnius in December.

Lithuanian companies planning to make investments in Russia's Kaliningrad Region may have to reconsider their plans. The Russian government is poised to seriously restrict or completely abolish various tax exemptions and preferential rates for foreign investors in the region. So far, privileged tax treatment is offered to investors in the region's free economic zone, where many Lithuanian companies have launched their operations. But in the future, tax exemptions will be left only for the largest enterprises that have invested at least EUR 10 million. More than 600 Lithuanian-owned companies currently operate in the region, but only a few of them have made such large investments.

Economy

With conflicting macroeconomic factors influencing the economy, Lithuanian analysts are no longer sure about the country's bright economic future. Until recently, analysts used to predict 6-7-percent or even higher economic growth annually, but now much gloomier scenarios are emerging. Some analysts have come up with a pessimistic scenario forecast predicting annual GDP growth at just 2-3 percent in 2005 due to the slowdown of export market growth, booming oil prices, fast inflation and increasing interest rates. If this scenario came true, the future expectations of market players would become less optimistic, investments would go down, people would cut consumption expenditures and borrowing would slump.

Lithuanian Ministry of Finance downgraded the 2004 forecast for the growth of Lithuania's gross domestic product from 7.0 to 6.5 per cent in view of the changes in the economic situation within the country. "The evaluation of the prospects of the economic indicators was done based on the slower growth of loans to domestic companies in the third quarter and the longer than expected time needed for the implementation of EU-financed projects in the private sector," experts at the Finance Ministry said. Preliminary reports by statisticians showed that the nine-month GDP increased by 6.5 per cent and that in the third quarter it went up by 5.8 per cent. Ministry of Finance forecasts that average annual inflation will stand at 1.2 per cent in 2004, and in December 2004, it should reach 2.9 per cent y-oy.

In October this year, Lithuania's current account deficit soared by 11.2 percent month-on-month, from LTL 201.8 million to LTL 224.6 million. The C/A gap widened due to an increase in the trade balance deficit, which means that Lithuania's economy is so far investing more than it is earning. 

Lithuania's central Government budget revenues for the first eleven months of 2004 exceeded the scheduled amount by 192.9 m. litas (Euro 55.91 m) or 2.1 %, the Finance Ministry has said. 

In November alone, revenues came in 5.1 m litas or 0.5 % above the target. “This year budget implementation is particularly smooth. This is the first year when the revenue collection target is exceeded each month. That is why we are well placed to believe that the full-year result will be positive as well," said acting Minister of Finance Algirdas Butkevičius. For the first eleven months, central Government budget revenues, excluding EU assistance funds, totaled 9.455 billion litas as against the scheduled amount of 9.262 billion litas. In November alone, revenues came in at 919.1 million litas, slightly above the target of 914 m. litas. EU assistance totaled 1.047 b. litas in the eleven-month period. According to adjusted projections, full-year revenues of central Government budget are scheduled at 11.925 b. litas, including 1.590 b. litas in EU assistance.

[image: image11.wmf]60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

220

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

50

52

55

2001

2002

2003

 2004


Based on the latest statistical data the 3rd quarter gross domestic product (GDP) estimate was revised. Over the 3rd quarter of 2004 nominal GDP equaled LTL 16413 million. Over the 3rd quarter of 2004 GDP grew by 5.8 per cent as compared with the respective period of 2003 calculating at constant prices of 2000. The impact on the growth rate was made by additional data on price changes and revised agricultural output volumes in 2003. During the 3rd quarter of the current year the value added most of all increased in such economic activities as wholesale and retail trade, hotels and restaurants and manufacturing. Over the 3rd quarter the value added generated by enterprises rendering services climbed most of all. 

GDP structure by income approach showed minor changes as compared with the 3rd quarter of 2003. Due to the rise in payments to the state social insurance fund made by the insured, average monthly gross earnings, and relative number of employees compensations to employees also grew. Nominal growth in operating surplus and mixed income coincided with the rise in compensation for employees (11.1 per cent). Changes in gross fixed capital formation reflect changes in production.

Changes within the GDP structure by expenditure approach (calculating at prices of 2000) were determined by gross capital formation growing by 15.3 per cent. The increase in household consumption expenditure amounted to 8.4 per cent. Although during the 3rd quarter of the current quarter exports climbed by 21.5 per cent (as compared with the respective period in 2003); however, due to the rise in exports prices its contribution to the GDP growth was not significant. 

GDP generated over three quarters of 2004 totaled LTL 45010 million at current prices and as compared with the corresponding period of 2003 calculating at constant prices of 2000, ascended by 6.5 per cent.

Over the 3rd quarter of 2004 the per capita GDP at current prices stood at LTL 4763. This is by 6.0 per cent more than over the same period last year (at constant prices). 

Figure 1. Changes in GDP

Compared with the respective period of the previous year at constant prices of 2000 
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Since 2000 GDP, less seasonal and random fluctuations, as compared with the previous quarter, was constantly growing (Figure 2). The upwards-moving trend has been maintained over the 3rd quarter as well. 

Figure 2. Changes in GDP
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Volumes of per capita gross domestic product (GDP) in 2003 grew in all counties of Lithuania.

The contribution of separate regions to the country‘s GDP varies a lot. Like over the previous years, when comparing the per capita GDP against the country‘s average, the leadership is maintained by Vilnius (143.9 per cent) and Klaipėda (107.1 per cent) counties. The per capita GDP in the said counties grew at the most rapid pace. Such vigorous growth in the Vilnius County was conditioned by a 27.0 per cent rise in construction and 21.2 per cent increase in results demonstrated by trade and catering enterprises. Klaipėda stood out in swift development of manufacturing as well as transport and communications activities. Value added generated in enterprises engaged in the said activities climbed by 18.4 and 13.1 per cent, respectively. Economic growth in other counties demonstrated slower rates. The per capita GDP under 80 per cent of the country’s average is still observed in four counties (Alytus, Marijampolė, Šiauliai and Tauragė).

The results show that the gap between Vilnius and other regions did not narrow in 2003. The per capita GDP of the Vilnius County, like in 2002, was twice higher the level observed in Alytus, Marijampolė and Tauragė counties. 

GDP by county in 2003

	
	Country’s

BVP
	GDP by county

	
	
	Alytus
	Kaunas
	Klaipėda
	Marijampolė
	Panevėžys
	Šiauliai
	Tauragė
	Telšiai
	Utena
	Vilnius

	GDP, LTL billion
	56.18
	2.19
	10.79
	6.68
	2.07
	4.01
	4.45
	1.16
	2.48
	2.49
	19.85

	GDP by structure, per cent
	100.0
	3.9
	19.2
	11.9
	3.7
	7.1
	7.9
	2.1
	4.4
	4.4
	35.3

	GDP per capita, LTL thousand
	16.3
	11.8
	15.6
	17.4
	11.1
	13.5
	12.2
	8.7
	13.9
	13.7
	23.4

	Compared with the country’s average, per cent
	100.0
	72.7
	95.7
	107.1
	68.2
	83.2
	74.8
	53.5
	85.3
	83.9
	143.9

	Employed, 
thousand
	1443.0
	67.6
	292.4
	154.3
	80.0
	119.2
	150.1
	57.2
	73.2
	67.7
	381.3

	Population, 
thousand
	3454.2
	185.6
	693.8
	383.6
	187.2
	296.3
	365.6
	133.1
	178.6
	182.1
	848.2


Per capita GDP by county 
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Unemployment of population fell by 10.6 per cent over 3 rd quarter of 2004. 7 thousand vacancies recorded at the end of the quarter
Statistics Lithuania reports that according to the Labour Force Survey data in III quarter 2004 the employment figures of population were equal 1451 thousand.

In III quarter 2004 the number of unemployed amounted to 172 thousand, and against III quarter 2003 the number decreased by 19 thousand or 10 per cent. Unemployment rate in III quarter was the lowest one over the recent years. 

Most of the population in III quarter 2004 worked in manufacturing – 254 thousand or 18 per cent, in agriculture and trade, respectively – 233 and 231 thousand or 16 per cent each of the total number of the employed population. A rapid growth of the number of the employed in construction has been observed: in III quarter 2004 as many as 124 thousand or by 4 thousand more than a year ago, were engaged in construction. The number of persons engaged in agriculture and forestry has been falling. In III quarter 2004 it was equal 233 thousand, whereas a year ago 263 thousand. Over the year their share dropped from 18 to 16 percent. It was the first marked drop of the employed over the recent years.

In III quarter 2004 the unemployed accounted for 172 thousand, and it makes by 19 thousand less (10 per cent) less than a year ago.

In III quarter 2004 unemployment rate decreased to 10.6 per cent (in III quarter 2003 it was 11.6 per cent). Also, unemployment rate of the youth dropped. A year ago unemployment rate of the young people made up 24 per cent, whereas in III quarter 2004 it dropped to 23 per cent. 
Employment 
	
	2003
	2004

	
	I Q
	II Q
	III Q
	I Q
	II Q
	III Q

	Labor force, thous.
	1606.7
	1697.2
	1649.6
	1620.8
	1625.4
	1623.1

	Employed, thous.
	1387.9
	1478.7
	1459.0
	1410.0
	1442.1
	1451.4

	Unemployed, thous.
	218.8
	218.5
	190.6
	210.8
	183.4
	171.7

	Non-active population aged 15 years and over
	1222.9
	1132.4
	1180.0
	1216.3
	1211.6
	1214.0

	Activity rate of 15–64, %
	68.2
	71.8
	70.0
	69.0
	69.1
	69.1

	Employment rate of 15–64 year old population, %
	58.8
	62.4
	61.9
	59.9
	61.3
	61.8


Employed by kind of economic activity (thousands)

	NACE

code
	Kind of economic activity


	2003
	2004

	
	
	I Q
	II Q
	III Q
	I Q
	II Q
	III Q

	
	Total

Agriculture, hunting and forestry
	1387.9
	1478.7
	1459.0
	1410.0
	1442.1
	1451.4

	A
	
	229.3
	274.1
	263.3
	235.0
	233.5
	232.5

	B
	Fishery
	1.3
	1.8
	0.8
	1.9
	1.2
	2.3

	C
	Mining and quarrying
	3.8
	5.5
	6.3
	4.9
	5.2
	4.5

	D
	Manufacturing

Electricity, gas and water supply
	267.7
	266.1
	269.8
	247.0
	255.7
	254.1

	E
	
	27.8
	23.5
	27.5
	25.7
	26.2
	34.3

	F
	Construction
	90.1
	106.9
	119.3
	102.2
	121.0
	123.5

	G
	Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicle, motorcycles, personal and household goods
	209.8
	223.0
	215.8
	218.1
	228.1
	231.1

	H
	Hotels and restaurants
	23.7
	32.5
	30.9
	32.3
	32.1
	32.2

	I
	Transport and storage and communications
	93.6
	93.6
	85.6
	92.1
	90.9
	98.5

	J
	Financial intermediation
	18.2
	13.9
	15.5
	16.8
	15.0
	12.7

	K
	Real estate, renting and business activities
	55.0
	60.6
	50.6
	55.1
	58.3
	54.1

	L
	Public administration and defense; compulsory social security
	73.8
	74.1
	75.8
	77.9
	71.5
	79.8

	M
	Education
	138.5
	140.8
	127.9
	147.8
	139.9
	132.2

	N
	Health and social work
	98.9
	98.1
	106.4
	92.0
	106.6
	99.7

	O
	Other community, social and personal service activities
	50.1
	57.8
	55.6
	55.1
	52.3
	55.1

	P
	Activities of private households as employers of domestic staff
	6.3
	6.6
	7.9
	5.7
	4.2
	5.0

	Q
	Activities of extraterritorial organizations and bodies
	...
	...
	...
	0.3
	0.3
	…


Unemployed by age group (thousands)

	
	2003
	2004

	
	I Q
	II Q
	III Q
	I Q
	II Q
	III Q

	Total
	218.8
	218.5
	190.6
	210.8
	183.4
	171.7

	Male
	120.7
	107.2
	99.0
	104.6
	91.3
	83.6

	Female
	98.1
	111.3
	91.6
	106.1
	92.1
	88.1

	Aged 15–24
	36.9
	44.4
	38.1
	32.6
	28.6
	33.2

	Aged 25–54
	161.1
	144.4
	133.8
	158.2
	131.3
	119.5

	Aged 55 year and over
	20.8
	29.6
	18.7
	20.0
	23.4
	18.9


0.3 per cent inflation registered in November in Lithuania
Statistics Lithuania reported that the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in November 2004 as compared with October made up 100.3 (in November 2003 against October it was 100.5). Consumer prices over November increased by 0.3 and prices for services grew by 0.2 per cent. 

Food products and non-alcoholic beverages went up in price by 0.4 per cent, clothing and footwear commodity and service group by 0.8 per cent, water, electricity, gas and other fuel by 0.4 per cent, health care by 0.8 per cent and transport group by 0.3 per cent. Changes in prices of the said commodity and service groups made the basic influence on the total CPI in November. This price increase was partly offset by a 0.4 per cent fall in prices for home furniture, furnishings, household equipment and routine maintenance commodities and recreation and culture goods and services group.

Annual inflation in November 2004 (in November 2004 as compared with November 2003) made up 3.0 per cent (in November 2003 as compared with November 2002 a 1 per cent deflation was recorded).

Changes in prices for main groups of goods and services

in November 2004 

(percent)

	Commodity and service group
	Specific weight in total consumption expenditure
	Growth, drop (-); 
November 2004, against

	
	
	October 2004
	2003

	
	
	
	December
	November

	Total CPI
	100.0
	0.3
	3.0
	3.0

	Food products and non-alcoholic beverages
	30.0
	0.4
	3.5
	4.0

	Alcoholic drinks and tobacco products
	7.9
	-0.1
	2.0
	2.1

	Clothing and footwear
	8.0
	0.8
	1.4
	0.1

	Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels
	13.7
	0.4
	0.4
	0.7

	Furnishings, household equipment and routine maintenance
	5.3
	-0.4
	-2.1
	-3.1

	Health care
	4.7
	0.8
	11.1
	11.6

	Transport
	9.4
	0.3
	10.8
	11.1

	Communications
	4.8
	-0.1
	-1.1
	-3.3

	Recreation and culture
	6.1
	-0.4
	-2.2
	-2.6

	Education
	1.4
	0.0
	0.3
	0.3

	Hotels, cafes and restaurants
	4.3
	0.3
	2.5
	2.9

	Miscellaneous goods and services
	4.4
	0.2
	5.4
	5.5


Turnover of retail trade enterprises over january september 2004 grew by 10 per cent
Statistics Lithuania reports that based on preliminary results of the survey of trade and catering enterprises, turnover of retail trade, sale of motor vehicles and motorcycles maintenance and repairs of motor vehicles and motorcycles as well as retail sales of automotive fuel trade enterprises (VAT excluded) over January –September 2004 made up LTL 14156.6 million and against the same period in 2003 grew by 10.0 per cent.

Turnover of enterprises trading in food products in January-September 2004 compared with the same period of the previous year went up by 8.5 per cent at constant prices. Most of all turnover went up in large enterprises (50 and more persons employed), i. e. by 12.7 per cent; while in small enterprises (under 9 persons employed) it decreased by 6.4 percent , whereas turnover of other enterprises (10-49 persons employed) contracted by 4.6 per cent at constant prices.

Turnover of enterprises trading in non-food goods (automobiles excluded) in January-September 2004 against the corresponding period of the previous year ascended by 15.8 per cent at constant prices. The growth in the turnover of this group was also determined by large enterprises, turnover of which climbed by even 38.6 per cent; whereas turnover of small enterprises went up by 4.1 per cent and that of other enterprises (10-49) decreased by 6.5 per cent at constant prices. Turnover of enterprises trading in textiles, clothing, footwear (by 27.0 per cent) and furniture, lighting equipment, household electric appliances, radio, TV goods and construction materials ascended most of all (by 35.2 per cent). 

Turnover of enterprises trading in motor vehicles, maintenance and repairs as well as automotive fuel in January-September 2004 against the corresponding period of 2003 increased by 7.3 per cent at constant prices. The strongest impact on that was made by the rise in turnover of enterprises trading in motor vehicles, i.e. respectively by 38.4 per cent and 7.3 per cent at constant prices.

Turnover of restaurants, bars and other catering enterprises (VAT excluded) in January-September 2004 accounted for LTL 434.8 million and against the same period in 2003 increased by 13.4 per cent. The biggest rise at constant prices was observed in the turnover of large restaurants (by 24.5 per cent).

In September 2004 against August 2004 turnover of retail trade enterprises, except trade in motor vehicles and motorcycles decreased by 3.2 per cent. Turnover of enterprises trading in non-food products (automobiles excluded) increased by 2.6 per cent, while turnover of enterprises trading in food products decreased by 8.0 per cent at constant prices.

Turnover of enterprises selling motor vehicles, motorcycles, their maintenance and repairs as well as automotive fuel in September 2004 against August 2004 went down by 0.1 per cent at constant prices. 

Retail trade turnover, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles, In September against August, less seasonal impact, went up by 1.8 per cent and against September 2003 increased by 10.8 per cent. 

Changes in turnover (VAT excluded)

Growth, drop  (-), at constant prices, percent

	
	September 2004 
	2004 January-September 2003 
	September 2004 against monthly average in 2000 

	
	2004 August 
	September 2003
	
	

	Retail trade; sale of motor vehicles and motorcycles, their maintenance and repair, retail sale of automotive fuel
	-2.1
	9.8
	10.0
	52.1

	Sale, maintenance and of motor vehicles and motorcycles; retail; sale of automotive fuel
	-0.1
	8.1
	7.3
	92.4

	Sale of motor vehicles, motorcycles, motor vehicle parts and accessories
	-0.3
	3.9
	5.3
	2.0 t.

	Maintenance and repair of motor vehicles
	5.4
	40.4
	38.4
	3.0 t.

	Retail sale of automotive fuel 
	-0.4
	10.9
	7.3
	76.5

	Retail trade, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles
	-3.2
	10.9
	11.6
	36.3

	Retail sale of food products, alcoholic beverages and tobacco
	-8.0
	5.2
	8.5
	20.7

	Retail sale in non-specialized stores with food, beverages or tobacco predominating
	-8.0
	5.2
	8.6
	        21.0

	Retail sale of food, beverages and tobacco in specialized stores
	-9.1
	7.8
	0.8
	3.1

	Retail sale of non food products
	2.6
	17.8
	15.8
	63.4

	Retail sale of textiles, clothing, footwear and leather goods
	-2.9
	35.9
	27.0
	2.8 t.

	Retail sale of furniture, lighting equipment, electrical household appliances, radio and television goods, hardware, paints and glass
	0.9
	34.8
	35.2
	2.6 t.

	Retail sale of books, newspapers, stationery and other retail sale in specialized stores
	10.9
	3.7
	2.8
	26.5

	Retail sale of pharmaceutical and medical goods, cosmetics and toilet articles
	7.8
	2.8
	2.2
	28.5

	Retail sale of second-hand goods in stores
	17.8
	20.8
	11.1
	72.6

	Other retail sale in non-specialized stores
	-8.5
	15.4
	16.4
	6.0

	Restaurants, bars and other catering enterprises
	-10.4
	12.3
	13.4
	65.5


Turnover indices (VAT excluded)
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at constant prices, monthly average in 2000 = 100

50  – Retail sale of motor vehicles and motorcycles, their maintenance and repairs, retail sales of automotive fuel

52 – Retail trade, except motor vehicles and motorcycles

55 – Restaurants, bars and other catering enterprises

Average monthly gross earnings in the country's economy, sole proprietorships excluded, over the 3 rd quarter of 2004 equaled LTL 1260.8 and as compared with the 3rd quarter of, 2003 went up by 7.3 per cent, in the public sector it was LTL 1306.0 and as compared with the 3rd quarter of 2003 grew by 8.0 per cent, while in the private sector it stood at LTL 1226.2 and compared with the 3rd quarter of 2003 ascended by 7.0 per cent.

Average monthly gross earnings in the country's economy, sole proprietorships excluded, in the 3rd quarter of 2004 as compared with the 2nd quarter of 2004 increased by 3.2 per cent, in the public sector by 2.9 per cent, while in the private sector by 3.4 per cent.

Average monthly gross earnings of manual employees in the country’s economy, sole proprietorships excluded, totaled LTL 931.6 and compared to the 3rd quarter of 2003 ascended by 8.0 per cent, in the public sector LTL 849.1 and against the 3rd quarter of 2003 increased by 4.4 per cent; while in the private sector they equaled LTL 965.0 and against the 3rd quarter of 2003 grew by 9.0 per cent.

Average monthly gross earnings of manual employees, sole proprietorships excluded, over the 3rd quarter of 2004 compared to the 2nd quarter of 2004 grew by 4.6 per cent; in the public sector they increased by 3. 7 percent and in the private sector grew by 4.9 per cent.

Average monthly gross earnings of non-manual employees in the country’s economy, sole proprietorships excluded, made up LTL 1564.0 and compared to the 3rd quarter of 2003 went up by 6.9 per cent, in the public sector they were LTL 1519.8 and against the 3rd quarter of 2003 increased by 8.2 per cent, while in the private sector they equaled LTL 1621.8 and as compared to the 3rd quarter of 2003 increased by  4.7 per cent.

Average monthly gross earnings of non-manual employees in the country’s economy, sole proprietorships excluded, over the 3rd quarter of 2004 compared to the 2nd quarter of 2004 increased by 2.5 per cent, in the public sector by 2.6 per cent, in the private sector by 2.2 per cent.

Before leaving position, Economy Minister Petras Cesna has approved the first eight projects to receive assistance from the EU structural funds. The Ministry of Economy and the Lithuanian Development Agency have been appointed to administer LTL 36 million out of the total of LTL 1.104 billion. The largest amount has been earmarked for the exhibition centre Litexpo, the upholstery maker Audejas and the company Kortas. Audejas is to invest its LTL 6.8 million in the upgrading of production and environmentally friendly technologies.

Although the outgoing Economy Minister has approved 17 projects for assistance from the EU structural funds, his replacement Viktor Uspaskich has promised to review the list according to his own criteria. Legal counsels claim the new minister may revoke the decision, which would entitle the grant beneficiaries for compensations to cover their losses. 

Transport Minister Zigmantas Balcytis has approved 40 transport infrastructure development projects for municipalities, to be financed from the European Regional Development Fund and government subsidies. The total of LTL 92 million have been allocated for the implementation of the projects. A survey carried out by the ministry shows that the implementation of all municipality projects in 2004-2006 will require about LTL 136 million of EU money. This sum makes up about 28 percent of the fund’s total amount earmarked for the Lithuanian transport sector. 

Lithuania’s large companies have outpaced small enterprises in applying for EU funds for upgrading their employees’ skills and building their capacity. According to specialists, the majority of applicants are private companies based in Vilnius. Large companies have the resources and initiative for the adequate training of their staff, while small and medium enterprises are still waiting. 

Lithuanian companies and public economic entities have submitted applications for EU structural aid worth nearly LTL 1 billion. By the end of 2004, a total of 289 applications were registered, mainly under the category of "direct aid to business".  

The Lithuanian National Payments Agency began making the first direct payments of EU and state aid to farmers starting from November 22. The first LTL 2.8 million has been transferred to the bank accounts of 176 farmers for their declared crop areas this year. By the end of the year, the agency will have paid nearly LTL 490 million from the EU and national budgets to such farmers. The first to receive the payments are those farmers who submitted accurate declarations without mistakes and those who were the first to do so. A total of 237,890 farmers have declared about 2.6 million hectares of crop areas entitled to EU aid this year. The full amount of aid for this year will be paid out by April 30, 2005.

Experts of the European Commission say Lithuania has to fulfill its obligations and shut down the first reactor of the Ignalina nuclear power plant as scheduled. According to Arturas Dainius, secretary of the Economy Ministry, the risk for the sector will increase after the shutdown only in the event of extraordinary circumstances, which used to happen in Lithuania earlier. Therefore no catastrophic results should be expected. Lithuania already has an action plan on how to mitigate the risk of disruption in power supply.

Under the agreement, which secured Lithuania membership in the EU bloc, Lithuania closes the first unit on December 31 and is scheduled to close the remaining unit in 2009. The EU has been worried about safety at the Ignalina plant, as it operates the same kind of reactors as in Ukraine's Chernobyl nuclear plant, which exploded in 1986 in the world's worst civil nuclear disaster. 

The EU has promised to finance the closure of the plant, estimated at 2- 3 billion euros over 30 years and has already allocated more than 200 million euros to prepare decommissioning of the first unit. The Ignalina plant, which supplies about 70 percent of all energy consumed in the Baltic states, operates two Chernobyl-type RBMK reactors with 1300 Megawatt capacity each. The first unit started to operate on December 31, 1983, the second was launched in August 1987.  The complete decommissioning of the plant is a lengthy, complicated process which will take decades. Nuclear fuel will remain in the first reactor after it is halted and it will take some five years to reload it. Then it should be stored, so the process will be long, director of the plant Shevaldin said. 

The closure of Ignalina, which currently employs some 3,500 people, also has a social cost, with job losses expected over the years. 

However, Lithuania still holds ambitions to produce nuclear energy, even after Ignalina closes, with Lithuania Government having said in its programme that it aims for Lithuania to remain a country with nuclear energy. 

Investors have started showing increasingly keen interest in the region of the Lithuanian Ignalina nuclear power plant, which is in the process of decommissioning. The cause of such interest is the generous European Union aid to companies that create new jobs in areas that may potentially be affected by unemployment. Potential investors in the Ignalina region are not only Lithuanian, but also foreign companies. Part of the INPP decommissioning fund will go into the creation of new jobs, with new factories to be launched in the power plant's town, Visaginas, already this year.

Lithuania and Poland have reported progress in talks on an energy link to the West and hope for funding in the EU budget for 2007-2013. Both countries' representatives agreed to go to Brussels in the near future to discuss the final cost estimate and possible sources of funding.  The visit is expected to take place in early January 2005. The project has been in the making for eight years, but little progress has been achieved in negotiations. If an energy bridge were built between Lithuania and Poland, it would reduce the dependency of the Baltic States on Russia's energy resources and would boost the reliability of electricity supply following the shutdown of the Ignalina nuclear power 

plant in Lithuania.

News that Russian authorities intended to sell Yukos' main production subsidiary has given rise to the fears of Lithuanian government that Yukos shares of Mazeikiai Refinery might be confiscated or transferred to Russian state-controlled company. 

Federal Property Fund of Russia have sold 77 percent of Yuganskneftegaz for $8.6 billion, which is considerably less than the company's fair market value - approximately $15 billion according to a recent appraisal by Dresdner Kleinwort Wasserstein, an investment bank.

The sale price is also far less than the $24 billion in tax bills the Russian government has hit Yukos with in recent months (the latest being a  $5 billion claim made last week), which has led many to believe the government will sell other Yukos assets - including the 53.7 percent stake in Mazeikiu Nafta. Lithuanian officials, however, denied such possibility.

Nerijus Eidukevicius, deputy minister of economy, told that Russia could not sell the stake in Mazeikiu Nafta since it was owned by Yukos Finance, a Dutch-registered subsidiary of the Russian oil company. But he did say that Russian authorities might try to sell Yukos Finance. 

Yukos had earlier declared its wish to purchase an additional 9.7 percent in the Lithuanian refinery and port complex. Experts now, however, doubt the company will be able to pursue this goal.

In the meantime, the refinery continues to handle record amounts of crude and has resumed business as usual. This week it was announced that Paul Nelson English, CEO of Mazeikiu Nafta, would remain in his post for another three years. His contract with the refinery was to expire in December.

Meanwhile, the company reported production data for the 10 months of 2004, showing dramatic increases year-on-year. Mazeikiu Nafta refined 7.05 million tons of crude and other feedstock during the period, up by 23.5 percent from last year.

Mazeikiu Nafta posted consolidated net earnings of 448.2 million litas  (129.9 million euros) for the first nine months of 2004, up from 117.9 million litas in the same period last year, according to its U.S. GAAP financial results.

At the same time, the Butinge crude terminal, also owned by Mazeikiu Nafta,  recorded a 28.8 percent decline in throughput. The terminal loaded some 6.5  million tons of crude onto tankers during the 10-month period, down from 9.1  million tons in the same period a year ago.

Belarus, which has no access to the sea, has expressed a desire to have its own merchant fleet, which could operate through the Lithuanian Klaipeda Port due to the latter’s favourable location. The Belarusian Transport Ministry has officially notified the Lithuanian Government of its plans. “So far this has been only an idea not based on any bilateral agreements. Things will get moving when Belarusian President Aleksandr Lukashenko issues a decree on the fleet’s strategy and principles,” says Arvydas Vaitkus, secretary of the Lithuanian Transport Ministry. 

A new passenger terminal is to be built at the Lithuanian Klaipeda harbor in the coming three years. The LTL 50-million terminal project will be developed by the stevedoring companies Klasco and Bega, which have acquired the harbor utility company Transfosa and its territory for this purpose. 

With Russian harbors overflowing with freight, Klaipeda stevedoring companies are preparing for high season. As freight is getting stuck in  Russia's own harbors and long queues of trains are waiting for reloading,  Russia may be forced to change its policy of railway tariffs that are  applied to the Baltic States. Klaipeda stevedoring companies expect more Russian freight as soon as in January. According to Aras Petrauskas, the  deputy CEO of stevedoring company Klaipedos Smelte for development, Russian  harbors have been unable to handle this winter's huge freight traffic, so  exporters have started negotiating directly with foreign stevedoring  companies and looking for alternative export gateways. 

The Government has passed a resolution on the establishment of a state  seaport in Sventoji, approving its regulations and delineating the  boundaries. The purpose of the port will be the provision of services to the state border guard ships and different specialised vessels.

CVC International, part of the world's largest financial group Citigroup, is  buying a new EUR 50-million equity issue by Lithuanian retail chain Iki. That is the second investment by  CVC International in the Baltic States. In September 2003, it invested in  the Estonian ferry line operator Tallink. Investment-banking experts say  that Iki could have attracted the global giant by the increasing value of  its capital. "The Iki supermarket chain is expanding and currently comprises  130 stores in Lithuania. The Lithuanian retail trade market is growing and  the company has started entering foreign markets.

The Russian company Deko-Wood has expressed an interest in building a cellulose factory in Lithuania, sending a proposal to the country's  government. However, Prime Minister Algirdas Brazauskas recently expressed  his doubts as to whether the country needs such a plant at all.

Lithuanian country houses offering rural tourism services attracted a total of 176,700 visitors during the first eleven months of 2004, up by 19.4 % from 148,000 visitors in the same period last year. In November alone, the number of visitors rose by 16 %year-on-year to 12,300, the Lithuanian Rural Tourism Association has reported. The Aukštaitija region, in central and eastern Lithuania, attracted the largest number of holidaymakers last month, at 5,300, followed by the Samogitia region, in the western part of the country, with 4,600 visitors, and Dzūkija in the south-eastern part, with 2,400 visitors. Around 700 sites are currently offering rural tourism services in Lithuania, of which approximately 30 % are open all year round. The Rural Tourism Association groups together over 350 country houses. The total number of visitors is forecast to reach about 200,000 in the full year 2004. 

From 1 January 2005 prices of natural gas for more than 500,000 Lithuanian users will go up 5 percent on average. Company managers are concerned about the growing energy costs that may push up prices of Lithuanian goods and make them less competitive as compared to foreign products. The State Price and Energy Control Commission is expected to approve new limit gas prices for the users of the importer Lietuvos Dujos. According to the commission’s Chairman Vidmantas Jankauskas, the price for residents will go up by 3 cents per cubic metre.

Public Opinion Polls

Which Lithuanian politician represents people's interest the best

Prime Minister Brazauskas is slowly loosing his popularity, mainly because not smooth formation of the government and some his public declarations as that he will not resume responsibility for all Government members, Adamkus participation in Ukrainian negotiations was not necessary, and similar. Also his party seems already started search for person who would be able to replace Brazauskas in the future. Meanwhile both Adamkus and Uspaskich improved their popularity. 

	 
	December 2004
	November 2004

	 
	
	

	Valdas Adamkus
	23.8
	20.3

	Viktor Uspaskich
	20.7
	16.8

	Algirdas Brazauskas
	15.9
	16.2

	Kazimiera Prunskiene
	8.3
	7.4

	Andrius Kubilius
	7.2
	7.8

	Vilija Blinkeviciute
	6.9
	5.5

	Ceslovas Jursenas
	6.7
	7.3

	Arturas Paulauskas
	6.5
	7.2

	Julius Veselka
	4.8
	3.3

	Rolandas Paksas
	4.5
	7.5

	Vytautas Lansbergis
	4.0
	2.6

	Vytautas Grigaravicius
	2.9
	3.9

	Petras Austrevicius
	2.1
	1.6

	Eugenijus Gentvilas
	1.8
	1.0

	Rasa Jukneviciene
	1.7
	1.8

	Dalia Grybauskaite
	1.2
	1.3

	Viktoras Muntianas
	1.0
	0.3

	Rolandas Pavilionis
	1.0
	0.8
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Valuation of Politicians

	
	December 2004
	

	 
	Positive
	Negative

	V. Adamkus
	67.1
	14.9

	V. Grigaravicius
	63.5
	6.8

	V. Blinkeviciute
	59.5
	15.1

	C. Jursenas
	57.9
	19.8

	V. Uspaskich
	52.8
	23

	K. Prunskiene
	52.3
	27.4

	A. Brazauskas
	50.0
	30.0

	A. Paulauskas
	43.2
	32.9

	A. Valionis
	40.2
	10.3

	A. Kubilius
	29.8
	39.7

	A. Butkevicius
	23.8
	17.3

	G. Kirkilas
	21.7
	7.2

	A. Zuokas
	19.9
	45.3

	Z. Padaiga
	14.1
	7.2

	V. Prudnikovas
	13.6
	10.1

	V. Mazuronis
	12.7
	27.5

	V. Greicius
	12.5
	10.4

	A. Klimavicius
	12.1
	17.2

	V. Muntianas
	10.3
	22.7

	Z. Balcytis
	10.1
	9.1

	A. Kundrotas
	9.1
	11.7

	V. Tomasevskis
	7.1
	12.3

	R. Vaitkus
	5.4
	14.6

	A. Pekeliunas
	3.7
	13.1

	G. Buzinskas
	0.9
	7.1
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Confidence in Institutions

	 
	December 2004
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Trust 
	Do not trust

	Education
	66.0
	6.5

	Church
	65.4
	14.6

	Sodra
	63.1
	11.6

	Army
	62.0
	9.9

	President
	59.2
	18.8

	Mass media
	51.0
	17.0

	Constitutional Court
	50.9
	15.2

	Health Care
	47.5
	24.2

	Banks
	45.0
	23.6

	Municipalities
	38.9
	22.8

	Police
	34.2
	32.4

	Government
	27.7
	32.6

	Courts
	22.7
	35.0

	Seimas
	16.3
	49.4

	Parties
	7.6
	63.1
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Valuation of political parties

For which party you would vote

Labor party is still increasing its popularity, while Socialdemocratic – slowly loosing it. New Union, party of the ruling coalition, has very low ratings that would not allow them to have members in Seimas if elections would take place now. Also party leader, Paulauskas, was bypassed by other party member, Viljija Blinkeviciute, in the list of the most popular politicians. 

	 
	December 2004

	Labour party
	34.2

	Conservative party
	11.7

	Socialdemocratic party
	11.7

	Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy
	5.4

	Liberal and Central Union
	5.2

	Liberal Democratic  Party
	3.2

	Polish Election Action
	1.8

	New Union
	1.7

	Christian Democrats
	

	Russian Union
	

	Lithuanian Freedom Union
	

	Would not vote, does not know
	24.9
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On 10 December, the results of the Eurobarometre survey conducted in all 25 member-states of the EU in October and November of this year were announced by the European Commission (EC) representation in Lithuania, according to which Lithuanians are among EU citizens most optimistic about membership in the Community. According to the survey, Lithuania ranks sixth among the 25 states and is leading among the 10 newcomers in terms of support for EU membership. 

Some 69 % of Lithuanians polled hold a positive opinion of EU membership, 22 % have a neutral and 6 % a negative opinion. Lithuanians are also among EU citizens most certain of advantages of EU membership. 

In terms of support for the EU Constitution, Lithuania ranks in the top-ten as well -- 73 % of respondents support introduction of the EU Constitution, with merely 5 % (least among all 25 member-states) opposing it. Lithuania is also leading in terms of the number of people considering the EU's image in the fight for peace and against terrorism to be positive: 80 % of Lithuanians polled are of the opinion that the role of the EU seeking peace in the world is positive, 76 % believe that the EU's image in the fight against terrorism is positive (EU average is 61 % and 59 %, respectively). Lithuanians also favour the EU common foreign and security policy: 81 % of respondents support it, 5 % are against it and 14 % are undecided on the issue (EU average is 78 %, 14 % and 8 %, respectively). 

Sociological surveys show that an increasing number of residents intend to  have at least small amounts of savings in view of the growing economy.  However, the traditional savings measures proposed by commercial banks are  becoming ineffective. At the end of September, residents' deposits at banks  made up LTL 5.1 billion, while investments in stocks were a mere LTL 425  million. According to Julita Varanauskiene, a family finance expert at the  bank Vilniaus Bankas, at present Lithuanian residents have only 5 percent of  their total financial assets invested in stocks. A survey carried out by the research company Spinter Tyrimai shows only 5.5 percent of Lithuanian residents have life insurance or make regular payments to private pensions funds, which would ensure financial stability after retirement. The majority still shows preference for term deposits, the most conservative but low-yielding method of saving. According to bankers and insurers, people would get more savings for old age if they had more trust in authorities and financial specialists. The government is promoting life insurance and investments in pension funds through tax benefits.

Privatisation

Lithuania raises almost euro 117 million through privatisation during 2004

Lithuania raised a total of 402.47 million litas (Euro 116.66 m) through the sale of state-owned and municipal assets during the first eleven months of 2004, a rise of 13.9 % from the year-earlier figure of 353.1 m litas, the State Property Fund (SPF) has reported. The SPF concluded 252 transactions on privatisation of state-run holdings during the eleven-month period, bringing 248.201 m litas into the state's budget, while municipal privatisation agencies closed 290 deals, generating 154.269 m litas in proceeds. In November alone, SPF and municipal privatisation bodies concluded 59 transactions, raising a total of 18.293 m litas in proceeds. Privatisation of 32 state-run holdings generated 10.077 m litas, while the sell-off of municipal holdings brought in 8.216 m litas last month. 

The Lithuanian Privatisation Commission approved the programmes for the sell-off of 29 state property items for January and February next year.  These stakes and facilities will be privatised through the State Property  Fund, the stock exchange and local council auctions.

The Lithuanian Supreme Court has for the second time suspended the tender for privatisation of the shipping company Lietuvos Juru Laivininkyste (LJL). This time the tender has been put off on the initiative of the State Property Fund, which represents the interests of the Government. The participants in the tender include Denmark’s Rederiet Fabricius and the Norwegian company Continental Ship Management, as well as a consortium of LJL’s current manager Vytautas Vismantas, the financial consultancy Prime Investment and the trade company Sanitex.

The Lithuanian Privatisation Commission approved the privatisation programme of national air carrier Lithuanian Airlines. The company's entire stock will be put up for sale at an initial price of LTL 9.3 million. The investor would be required to make further investments of no less than LTL 10 million into LAL's share capital within two years. In addition, it will be unable to sell or otherwise transfer LAL shares to other entities without the government's consent for two years and will have to retain at least 70 percent of the jobs for one year.

Important Legal Acts

The government can reduce the personal income tax from the present 33 percent to at least 30 percent, without any major impact or boost of other taxes, say analysts of Vilniaus Bankas. 

Gintanas Nauseda, who serves as adviser to the president of Vilniaus Bankas, told that the tax reduction should not stop at the 30 percent limit, but reach at least the level of neighbouring countries. He indicated a personal income tariff of 25 percent which is applied in Latvia, and a tariff of 26 percent applied in Estonia.

A while ago, the Finance Ministry said it would propose cuts in the personal income tax but, instead, started to talk about introduction of other two taxes, on real estate and personal cars. 

The new government is expected to continue debating the draft Law on the Real Estate Tax. Under one version of the draft law, all owners of properties exceeding LTL 350,000 would have to pay an annual 1-percent tax. This would bring additional LTL 110 million to the state budget per annum. According to the other version, the tax rate would be 1.5 percent, and tax-free real estate would be in the range of LTL 200,000-500,000. Finance Minister Algirdas Butkevicius is in favour of the first option, saying that the value of tax-free properties should not be lower than LTL 350,000. If approved by the Parliament, the law would come into effect as from 2006. 

Seimas approved of the proposal by President Valdas Adamkus concerning more liberal procedure for the admission to the citizenship of Lithuania than that which had been earlier adopted by the Seimas. New law sets the residential qualification term from 5 to 7 years, but not 10 years as in the draft law, which had been vetoed by the President. 

In addition to the Service of Special Investigations, a number of other law enforcement agencies may be given powers to fight corruption in future. The chairman of the parliamentary National Security and Defence Committee, Alvydas Sadeckas, has drafted amendments to this effect. 

[image: image9.png]



Information Technologies

The Government has approved the model of transition from analogous  television broadcasting to digital TV in Lithuania. The model of digital  television establishes specific implementation actions, responsible  institutions and their functions, implementation measures and terms.

The Interior Ministry and the wireless broadband Internet provider Telecentras have signed a deal on Internet services in remote rural areas. Under the agreement, the company will create 300 public Internet access points in the country's villages next year. 

The IT company Alna has signed an exclusive partnership agreement with India's  Newgen Software Technologies, enhancing its position in the Baltics. Alna is  set to seriously compete for orders of the region's large companies by  offering products at a considerably lower price than the world level.

The free Internet telephony programme Skype, which is rapidly gaining popularity in the world, may pose a threat to traditional telecommunications providers. The programme already has several thousand users in Lithuania. The fixed-line Lietuvos Telekomas (LT) hopes, however, that Lithuanian people will not rush to buy this new service. According to LT’s representative, this programme is a niche product in Lithuania, mostly preferred by young people who see it as a tool for entertainment. 

Inida, a manufacturer of laptop and desktop PCs, is opening a production and  retail centre in Lithuania's second largest city Kaunas tomorrow. The  company has invested more than LTL 700,000 into the new facility capable of  assembling up to 2,000 computers per month.

Lithuanian IT specialists are increasingly searching for employment abroad. The motivation of seeking jobs abroad among IT specialists is completely different from the one that drives thousands of Lithuanians into seasonal jobs in Norway or England each summer. Experts say large numbers of talented IT specialists decide to seek employment abroad not because of higher salaries, but because they see better opportunities for professional advancement. 

According to the figures announced by the Information Society Development Committee, at present Lithuania has 1 million Internet users. A survey carried out by TNS-Gallup shows 31 percent of the population gets on the Internet at least one in six months. The committee says the symbolic one-millionth user was registered at an Internet centre in Utena.

The first specialised Samsung Electronics mobile telephone store has been opened in Lithuania. The marketing director of Samsung Electronics for Lithuania, Monika Juozaitiene, said the store in the centre of Vilnius will not be sufficient, so more outlets will be launched in the future.

Third generation (3G) mobile telecommunications, which enable video  telephony and broadcasts to mobile phones, is coming closer to Lithuanian  consumers, as the government is planning to start distributing 3G licenses  early next year. Meanwhile, market players have different opinions about new  generation telecommunications. Some say they will try to offer their customers new services as soon as possible, while others are cautious.

Prepared by: 

International Business Network, Basanaviciaus str. 6, 01118 Vilnius, Lithuania Tel.: (370-5) 212 24 30, Fax: (370-5) 212 24 35, E-mail: office@ibn.lt, WEB: www.ibn.lt
------------------------------------------------------------

Sources: ELTA, BNS, Verslo Zinios, Lietuvos Zinios, Delfi, Lietuvos Rytas, RFE/RL, Interfax, Infolex, Lithuanian Statistics Department, Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Nord LB, Vilnius Bank. 
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				Valuation of Politicians

						December 2004				November 2004				September 2004				July 2004				June 2004				May 2004				April 2004				March 2004				February 2004				January 2004				December 2003				November 2003				November 2003				October 2003																																																																				Valuation of political parties																																								Which Lithuanian politician represents people's interest the best

						Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative		Positive		Negative						Confidence in Institutions

				V. Adamkus		67.1		14.9		67.2		17		63.5		17.2		60.1		21.4		58.5		25.8																																												December 2004				November 2004				September 2004				July 2004				June 2004				May 2004				April 2004				March 2004				February 2004				January 2004						December 2003						November 2003				October 2003						For which party you would vote																																										December 2004		November 2004		October 2004		September 2004		July 2004		June 2004		May 2004		April 2004		March 2004		February 2004		January 2004		December 2003		November 2003		October 2003								September 2004

				V. Grigaravicius		63.5		6.8		69.3		4.9		65.9		7.1		69.5		4.9		69.0		6.7		71.6		5.1		64.8		7.0		62.9		5.9		65.1		6.1		66.1		5.5		67.9		5.8		68.9		4.7		61.1		6.0		62.1		6.4																																																																																																																																												Labour party		26.2

				V. Blinkeviciute		59.5		15.1		60.1		14.4		52.4		17.3		57.2		17.9		58.2		16.0		57.7		14.8		60.6		12.4		51.7		14.5		46.1		18.1		48.2		17.5		40.7		21.1		42.2		21.7		38.1		25.1		38.8		25.6								Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Result +/-		Trust		Do not trust		Trust		Do not trust																																												Valdas Adamkus		23.8		20.3		20.4		21.9		23.6		19.4		20.4		14.9		12.3		13.2		14.3		18.8		19.5		14.4						Brazauskas and Paulauskas coalition		16.4

				C. Jursenas		57.9		19.8		57.1		21.3		53.4		21.4		57.6		20.5		53.6		23.8		53.0		22.5		61.2		17.6		54.1		16.9		56.3		17.2		53.8		19.8		55.4		17.2		58.6		19.1		54.7		19.4		49.4		21.1						Education		66.0		6.5		65.3		6.5		69.5		6		66		5.7		68.7		5		70.5		6.5		68.4		7.2		62.9		7.3		66.6		6.7		69.6		5.9		+64.0		67.6		5.8		+61.8		65.0		9.0		62.8		8.0						December 2004		November 2004		October 2004		September 2004		July 2004		June 2004		May 2004		April 2004		March 2004		February 2004		January 2004		December 2003		November		November		October										Viktor Uspaskich		20.7		16.8		18.8		15.3		14.1		15.8		16.9		14.6		11.8		12.5		14.4		14.1		14.9		5.6						R. Paksas coalition		9.8

				V. Uspaskich		52.8		23		50.4		25.7		50.3		24.4		52.1		21.7		58.4		17.8		61.7		17.1		56.6		18.7		52.8		21.0		53.8		19.4		55.1		20.2		58.2		15.7		59.8		16.5		58.0		18.6		-		-						Church		65.4		14.6		63.1		13.5		64.6		14.9		63.1		13.6		62.9		14.7		60.9		15.9		63.7		13.1		64.1		12.6		60.6		15.1		62.5		15.6		+45.0		62.9		16.0		+46.9		57.5		16.7		60.9		17.2				Labour party		34.2		33.0		28.6		26.2		29.1		28.1		25.0		23.6		20.2		21.5		20.7		20.2		22.5		16.3		-										Algirdas Brazauskas		15.9		16.2		21.2		14.4		14.8		14.4		17.5		24.1		22.9		22.0		19.8		23.3		16.4		15.5						Conservative party		8.6

				K. Prunskiene		52.3		27.4		43.7		30.6		43.0		30.7		51.4		28.9		51.6		26.5		49.7		27.1		57.3		18.8		51.5		23.0		52.4		22.5		54.0		21.9		50.6		23.6		47.4		24.1		52.0		22.8		49.8		22.2						Sodra		63.1		11.6		61.2		13.4		61.7		12.5		60.8		11.6		62.8		13.4		61.1		13.0		61.2		11.8		59.3		10.2		61.0		12.7		60.0		14.2		+48.1		58.9		13.1		+45.8		53.9		17.4		49.5		21.2				Conservative party		11.7		12.4		14.6		8.6		8.6		11.1		7.6		8.2		9.3		10.1		6.7		6.1		6.9		7.2		8.2										Kazimiera Prunskiene		8.3		7.4		7.9		9.3		13.9		9.7		11.2		6.9		6.4		6.9		6.5		5.9		6.1		6.2						K. Prunskienes coalition		6.8

				A. Brazauskas		50.0		30.0		48.2		33.4		43.1		33.6		53.6		25.9		53.1		29.0		50.7		30.3		60.5		22.5		57.1		22.9		56.3		25.2		55.3		27.2		57.7		22.5		53.8		28.3		46.7		32.5		45.8		34.7						Army		62.0		9.9		58.7		9.4		59.5		11.2		62		9.4		62		10.5		57.6		10.9		60.3		11.6		59.3		10.2		58.7		12.1		57.1		10.4		+46.7		60.1		9.4		+50.7		54.1		11.1		54.9		14.2				Socialdemocratic party		11.7		11.9		-		16.4		11.5		13.5		12.7		16.8		16.7		15.5		15.5		14.9		13.0		13.6		16.1										Andrius Kubilius		7.2		7.8		5.7		6.8		3.0		3.5		3.5		5.7		5.9		5.0		4.2		5.1		6.4		4.5						Liberal and Central Union		2.8

				A. Paulauskas		43.2		32.9		38.3		36.9		39.7		34.4		46.5		30.0		43.3		34.9		37.3		38.6		38.2		36.9		38.0		36.1		37.0		38.2		37.1		39.4		44.2		32.0		43.2		31.9		50.0		27.6		57.1		21.5						President		59.2		18.8		53.4		20		51.3		21.5		44.6		24.7		26.1		36.4		24.9		37.7		23.0		53.7		33.1		43.2		34.2		39.5		36.0		38.6		-12.8		31.3		45.5		-14.2		34.1		35.5		53.1		19.0				Union of Agricultural party and New Democracy		5.4		5.2		-		6.8		7.9		4.2		3.9		3.1		2.1		2.8		2.4		1.5		2.5		2.1		3.1										Vilija Blinkeviciute		6.9		5.5		7.1		8.5		8.5		15.9		11.8		6.6		3.0		3.4		3.3		2.1										Christian Democrats		1.6

				A. Valionis		40.2		10.3		42.6		9.8		34.4		15.3		37.9		14.5		36.4		14.4		39.8		15.1		44.2		12.6		37.9		14.5		31.9		20.5		36.2		13.0		38.1		12.1		41.2		11.2		35.7		10.8		32.7		12.7						Mass media		51.0		17.0		47.5		19.8		51.5		15.8		46.2		22.3		50.2		20		48.2		21.9		44.8		23.2		44.9		20.3		46.4		22.1		46.8		20.8		+26.3		52.1		18.2		+33.9		56.3		14.5		61.0		13.2				Liberal and Central Union		5.2		6.8		9.1		2.8		5.8		5.6		5.6		4.5		5.2		5.2		4.8		5.4		6.6		7.7		8.7										Ceslovas Jursenas		6.7		7.3		6		6.6		10.3		10.8		9.9		7.7		5.9		6.4		5.2		4.0		6.9		5.8						Conservative Christians Social Union		1.5

				A. Kubilius		29.8		39.7		35.4		37.4		30.4		35.1		25.7		39.8		29.8		41.0		30.1		40.1		31.0		38.8		31.4		36.0		30.0		39.7		26.7		44.8		29.9		38.7		33.8		38.8		33.3		32.9		31.8		31.0						Constitutional Court		50.9		15.2		50.4		14.9		51.6		15.8		52.9		16.2		52.3		19		52.0		17.6		55.7		15.3		52.3		13.0		51.5		15.1		57.0		8.2		+34.4		57.0		8.2		+48.8		49.6		12.6		47.7		13.8				Liberal Democratic  Party		3.2		3.2		-		9.8		4.0		5.7		7.2		6.0		7.0		8.3		9.2		7.5		6.6		6.7		9.7										Arturas Paulauskas		6.5		7.2		11		7		7.7		8.3		8.7		8.7		8.9		8.3		8.3		14.0		9.7		11.6						Polish Election Action		1.5

				A. Butkevicius		23.8		17.3		23.5		17.9																																																						Health Care		47.5		24.2		48.1		26.3		47.7		24.6		48.6		22.4		49.1		22.6		45.0		25.0		49.2		22.6		49.7		21.2		46.2		25.7		52.8		19.1		+20.0		50.9		22.2		+28.7		46.3		24.8		49.5		21.2				Polish Election Action		1.8		2.0		3.8		1.5		1.3		0.4		0.3		1.1		0.8		0.4		0.2		0.9		1.0		0.6		0.8										Julius Veselka		4.8		3.3		3.8		2.7		4.5		3		5.9		6.3		4.1		3.8														Lithuanian Socialdemocratic  Union		1.1

				G. Kirkilas		21.7		7.2		28.7		23.2																																																						Banks		45.0		23.6		51.4		21.7		47.7		24.4		47.5		21.7		47.2		25.9		47.0		25.0		46.1		21.6		46.1		21.6		47.6		22.1		47.7		23.0		+22.0		42.0		26.3		+15.7		39.4		28.3		37.8		33.5				New Union		1.7		1.6		-				3.2		4.9		4.0		3.4		3.1		3.1		3.0		4.6		3.3		4.7		7.0										Rolandas Paksas		4.5		7.5		8.5		10		8.0		9.9		13.4		10.0		14.1		14.4		16.9		13.4		12.7		23.5						Lithuanian Freedom Union		0.1

				A. Zuokas		19.9		45.3		25.2		40.3		22.4		42.4		24.5		40.9		36.7		30.1		39.0		30.0		31.9		31.9		35.8		28.6		40.6		28.8		42.7		24.8		46.7		20.5		46.2		21.4		49.6		15.9		57.4		15.4						Municipalities		38.9		22.8		38.1		39		35.7		25.3		36.9		23		41.4		20.3		38.9		23.1		39.4		19.8		38.3		22.0		38.1		23.0		37.2		21.5		+15.8		38.9		21.0		+17.9		33.7		26.0		34.8		25.0				Christian Democrats								1.6		3.6		2.3		2.5		3.2		2.9		2.9		3.0		3.4		5.0		5.4		4.6										Vytautas Lansbergis		4.0		2.6		2.7		2.8		3.3		3.3		3.7		4.1		5.1		3.5		3.2		2.8										Would not vote, does not know		23.2

				Z. Padaiga		14.1		7.2		9.0		7.8																																																						Police		34.2		32.4		33		33.6		31.3		34.4		30.1		34.5		34.5		31.9		30.4		36.2		31.9		32.0		32.2		34.3		29.9		36.3		35.3		31.7		-5.8		33.2		34.7		-1.5		27.7		38.2		32.2		34.6				Russian Union										0.6		0.6		0.6		0.4		0.5		0.8		1.4		0.8		0.9		0.8		0.9										Vytautas Grigaravicius		2.9		3.9		3.0		3.7		2.7		2.9		4.1		2.2		2.9		2.2		3.0		3.9		1.7

				V. Prudnikovas		13.6		10.1		11.9		9.4																																																						Government		27.7		32.6		24.4		36.2		24.5		39.9		28.5		33.9		28.4		34.1		26.8		34.1		32.4		29.8		30.8		31.8		27.0		35.9		25.8		34.3		-7.3		26.0		33.2		-7.2		22.3		38.3		27.1		37.2				Lithuanian Freedom Union								0.1		0.1		0.1		0.6		0.4		0.3		0.4		1.0		0.7		0.7		1.1		0.4										Petras Austrevicius		2.1		1.6		1.9		2		3		7.2		4.2		0.8

				V. Mazuronis		12.7		27.5		14.3		30.9																																																						Courts		22.7		35.0		22.8		34.3		22.9		33.8		21.4		35.8		25.3		32		23.6		36.6		24.4		31.3		23.6		33.2		23.4		35.6		24.2		33.8		-13.0		24.5		33.9		-9.4		21.6		38.4		21.8		37.2				Would not vote, does not know		24.9		23.9		23.2				22.8		21.4		29.3		27.3		29.8		27.5		30.9		33.0		29.2		32.6		38.8										Eugenijus Gentvilas		1.8		1.0		0.4		1.1		2.6		1.3		1		1.7		2.7		4		2.6

				V. Greicius		12.5		10.4		18.6		9.4		18.5		11.9		17.9		10.5		18.0		12.6		20.8		12.3		18.4		10.1		22.1		11.1		15.0		9.8		16.7		10.3		16.9		6.9		14.8		12.4		12.5		9.6		8.5		9.6						Seimas		16.3		49.4		13		55.1		11.6		60.9		10.9		57.5		13.6		53.9		13.5		55.7		18.3		47.9		17.4		52.7		14.2		52.5		13.2		55.8		-42.2		17.0		49.2		-32.2		13.0		52.3		12.9		53.8																																												Rasa Jukneviciene		1.7		1.8		0.7

				A. Klimavicius		12.1		17.2		18.5		16.5		18.3		20.3		18.7		18.1		16.5		17.0		18.0		18.6		18.8		17.5		18.8		17.5		16.9		15.9		20.5		15.1		16.1		13.9		15.9		18.8		15.0		15.6		14.1		15.5						Parties		7.6		63.1		6.6		65.8		5.5		68.6		5.4		65.3		6.8		65		5.0		69.5		5.2		66.9		5.6		64.6		5.3		67.3		5.0		68.8		-64.5		6.1		68.2		-62.1		2.7		70.2		7.1		66.2																																												Dalia Grybauskaite		1.2		1.3		0.8		1		2.4		2.3		5.8		3.2

				V. Muntianas		10.3		22.7		9.5		14.0																																																																																																																																																										Viktoras Muntianas		1.0		0.3

				Z. Balcytis		10.1		9.1		11.8		6.5																																																																																																																																																										Rolandas Pavilionis		1.0		0.8

				A. Kundrotas		9.1		11.7		10.7		10.6																																																																																																																																																										Arturas Zokas				1.7		2								1.9		2.1		2.8		4.4		1.8		3.7		4.2		5.0

				V. Tomasevskis		7.1		12.3		7.2		7.5																																																																																																																																																										Aloyzas Sakalas										2.1		2.3		2.8		3.5		4.3		4.5		4.7		7.1		2.6

				R. Vaitkus		5.4		14.6		5.9		6.7

				A. Pekeliunas		3.7		13.1

				G. Buzinskas		0.9		7.1		1.4		4.1

				D. Grybauskaite										59.4		9.2		59.4		9.2		58.9		9.6		64.1		8.4		59.3		8.9		54.3		8.5		56.9		7.4		55.1		9.6		37.3		15.6		37.4		17.8		33.9		17.1		34.8		21.6

				L. Linkevicius										36.7		12.9		42.4		10.6		40.2		12.3		39.3		12.0		48.3		10.0		40.1		12.3		37.3		11.9		39.3		12.1		37.9		13.1		43.3		11.5		39.5		10.7		36.7		12.0

				A. Monkevicius										26.0		13.9		24.5		11.9		25.4		12.3		26.5		12.4		26.4		9.8		27.4		10.5		21.9		10.2		22.7		12.5		20.9		10.7		22.6		10.0		21.5		12.6		23.3		12.0

				J. Olekas										25.6		37.1		28.0		33.7		32.3		32.3		30.5		35.3		34.9		27.0		32.5		28.6		34.2		27.8		36.7		26.8		35.1		27.1		31.8		30.3		29.9		30.3		37.3		24.6

				G. Vagnorius										18.7		40.3		21.4		40.9		22.8		42.5		19.5		44.7		21.1		40.1		24.1		34.6		22.9		40.2		22.3		39.0		23.5		37.9		23.4		41.6		25.0		18.7		35.6		40.2

				S. Buskevicius										16.0		20.9		15.6		21.5		15.1		27.0		17.2		25.2		17.6		23.0		13.0		28.0		13.8		27.1		14.9		25.0		17.6		22.2		14.6		26.0		16.1		24.9		14.9		25.2

				G.Steponavicius										13.0		22.5		17.0		22.7		21.7		17.4		24.6		21.5		22.4		18.2		23.3		18.3		21.0		18.7		20.1		20.0		23.5		13.5		28.7		12.2		19.9		12.2		18.1		13.6

				J. Kraujelis										12.8		28.6		14.2		23.7		12.3		28.2		17.8		25.8		17.8		25.8		15.2		26.2		15.5		27.4		15.0		28.4		14.1		28.4		15.8		30.7		13.1		29.6		18.4		32.0

				V. Sustauskas										10.2		67.3		10.3		68.1		9.7		72.2		8.5		75.0		11.5		72.6		9.0		70.4		9.4		26.9		10.3		72.9		13.3		64.4		12.3		68.6		12.5		67.9		10.6		69.3

				K. Bobelis														31.5		31.8		27.9		37.7		25.7		38.8		33.6		27.3		37.1		27.8		36.2		28.1		34.2		34.8		34.8		29.4		37.9		27.1		38.7		26.7		35.0		33.5

				V. Andriukaitis														13.4		47.2		22.9		32.1		26.4		30.8		31.3		27.2		30.2		25.4		28.3		28.2		30.9		27.1		33.5		25.9		32.8		25.8		31.9		27.9		32.0		27.4

				R. Paksas																						32.5		51.6		27.4		52.8		36.6		41.8		40.1		37.9		39.8		34.6		34.6		43.7		37.4		40.6		40.8		36.5		64.7		17.1

				M. Laurinkus																						25.8		34.0		25.8		34.0		28.3		29.3		26.9		33.1		27.5		32.6		32.0		27.6		32.0		27.6		32.2		23.3		-		-
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indeksai

		

				Apyvartos (be PVM) indeksai

				2000=100

				palyginamosiomis kainomis

						2001																								2002																								2003																								2004

						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9

				50		91.6		93.1		111.3		114.5		119.6		117.5		124.1		127.9		123.1		133.5		134.3		148.4		115.2		114.6		136.5		151.0		162.8		164.2		157.3		147.7		156.6		164.2		147.2		143.6		129.5		134.5		158.2		175.5		195.5		178.3		212.2		170.8		178.1		208.4		185.2		194.9		141.2		143.5		186.1		207.5		197.0		191.7		192.0		192.6		192.4

				52		92.1		88.9		99.2		97.5		101.2		101.0		104.8		106.4		100.3		105.8		101.7		128.7		98.6		94.3		109.5		103.1		110.7		107.1		114.6		115.7		110.3		114.4		108.9		137.1		105.4		101.2		110.5		116.0		120.1		117.3		130.5		130.9		123.0		129.5		121.8		164.8		119.5		114.6		129.0		135.4		130.8		131.6		139.2		140.9		136.3

				55		91.9		86.3		103.1		97.2		107.2		111.0		108.4		109.1		104.3		106.5		95.7		105.1		108.9		104.8		117.6		118.2		124.0		124.9		129.0		135.1		128.1		122.5		108.7		113.6		119.3		115.3		125.1		130.1		144.2		149.3		164.7		163.0		147.3		141.8		132.9		151.5		134.1		133.8		145.7		146.0		162.2		164.0		190.9		184.7		165.5

				50 - Variklinių transporto priemonių ir motociklų pardavimas, techninė priežiūra ir remontas; automobilių degalų mažmeninė prekyba

				52 - Mažmeninė prekyba, išskyrus prekybą variklinėmis transporto priemonėmis r motociklais

				55 - Restoranai, barai ir kitos maitinimo įmonės
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50
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išlyginta

		

				Mažmeninės prekybos įmonių apyvartos (be PVM) indeksai

				palyginamosiomis kainomis

				2000=100

						2000																								2001																								2002

						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12

				Faktinės reikšmės		83.8		87.3		92.5		96.7		103.3		99.6		102.2		103.5		102.7		104.2		99.7		124.7		92.8		89.5		100.1		98.3		102.1		101.9		105.7		107.4		101.2		107.1		102.9		130.3		99.8		95.4		110.8		104.3		112.0		108.4		115.9		117.1		111.6		115.8		110.2		138.8

				Įvertinta darbo dienų skaičiaus įtaka		84.3		83.0		92.1		97.8		102.9		99.3		103.2		103.6		102.9		104.3		99.9		126.2		92.8		91.5		100.2		99.0		101.7		102.1		106.3		107.4		101.9		106.7		103.1		131.8		99.9		96.9		111.8		104.5		111.6		109.1		115.5		117.7		111.8		115.4		110.9		139.8

				Sezoniškai išlyginta		92.4		92.6		93.2		99.2		100.9		100.2		100.8		101.3		102.7		102.0		102.6		102.3		101.5		102.5		101.8		102.7		101.8		103.8		103.7		104.3		103.8		105.4		106.1		107.0		107.9		108.1		109.8		109.7		111.1		111.1		112.3		113.1		113.7		114.2		114.7		115.4
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